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MEEDÞS::...TM 
qd Publiſher to the Reader; 


{ Chriſtiati Reader, 

'"Uch nouriſhment as the reading of wait 
i: J Romances, or the Lives of Secular 
Lowe-Knights (tho' theſe only fained) ſup< 
ply to the earthly principle in us, our carnal 
lufts and ambitions, fet on fading glories. 
and beauties ; the ſame do the Hiſtories of 
Saints, and perſons enautoured of Heaven, 
adminiſter to the other celeſtial principle in 
tes,the H. Spirit, which (more or leſs) inha- 
bits in every one, who is ,more than in name; 
Chriſtian: Theſe Books it 3s that ſets us all 
bn fire, and ſuddenly transform us into the 
ame holy inclinations we read in thoſe Chri- 
tan Hero's ;. ſo much would we love; ſo 
much would we do, ſo much would we ſuffer , 
md if Fmay apply the Apoſiles words fpokent 
bf the tort ho his («4 Followers, We 
EEE NY; 2 
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H To the Reader. | 
beholding, as in a glaſs, the glory of thete 
Saints of the Lord; arechauged into the 
ſame imiage from glory to glory, ever as 
by the Spirit of the Lord ; whilſt both the 
ſweet conſolations which ſuch have found in 
Gods ſervice ( ſweeter than honey; Plal. 19.) 
allure ns toa vertuous Life ; andtheir treads 
ing the way before us in the obſervance 


the moſt eaffcvl preceprs of the Goſpel, and. 


in the enduring all the hardſhip (as our in- 
experience accounts it ) of the Chriſtzan war- 
fare, both ſhews us it faiſuble what God cam- 
mands and invites us to follow their con- 
quering travels.. . Tet notwithſtanding the 
great. effects ſuch writings frequently pro- 
duce, many aſperſions and exceptions inter« 
vene, which to matnty Readers render them 


| fruitleſs ; whilſt either we queſtion the truth 


of the Relation ( as when the Hiſtorian, 
living ſome Ages perbaps after. ſuch holy 
met, and no Fxewitneſſes of their aCtions 
is ſuppoſed to compoſe bis Relations ( much 
what") out of ſome uncertain traditions ant 
hear-ſays ; or being contemporary with them, 
| = 
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- dls To the Reader. til 
yet ſuch pieces having run thorow the hands 
of ſome Ages not ſo pure, are imagin'd to be 
corrupted, and many falſities interpoſed and 
mingled with truth ) Or, allowing the truth 
thereof, yet, they being the Hiſtories of ſuch 
as liv/d long ago, in times of a quite different 

| complexion, and in ſome { as we phanſie) 

= more boly Age (when the firſt ſruits of Gods 

BY ſpirit inthe early times of the Goſpel, were | 

= mwore vigorous, and his favours in cheriſh- 

ing the infancy of Chriſtianity more eminent, 
and mens piety by mutual examples more in- | 
flamed, we think them no pattern for us, | 
born in the worſt and prophaneſt times: Or * 
yet further, if they be modern hiſtories of 
our own days, yet they being ordinarily nar- 
rations of "perſons firſt Cloiftered aud Se- 
queſtred from the negotiation of ſecular Af- 
fairs, or alſo of ſuch whom this world for- * 
fook before they applied themſelves ſo in- 
tenſively to the other, in their being born of 
mean parentage, or too ſmall, or no tempo- 
gs; ortunes, we think them no fit pattern, 
a haſt, for our condition of life, when barn 
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Iv gs To the Reader. by 


70 the management of a fair Eſtate, the ſups 
port of a Noble Family, and engaged, per- 
haps alſo, in the duties of a Conjugal Life. 
For theſe cauſes (dear Reader) T have ems | 

ployed ſome ſpare hours to preſent thee with - 
the moſt pious and exemplary Life of one who 
was no retired nor cloiſter'd perſon, but who 
praGtiſed the rules of perfeflion im a ſecular 
and married condition, with the ordinary 
worldly impediments of Wife, Children, and 
Eſtate, dependent on his care, remaining all 
his days ſurrounded with the ordinary tent- 
ptations that ſuch a life affords, without 
being engaged 48nd; "of ; walking in the 
midft of theſe flames.which ſet on fire ſo ma- 
ny hearts, without being ſinged at all, or 
zonched by them; and holding this pitch that 
cleaves ſo faſt to others fingers in his bands 
without being defiled : one who abandoned 
ſecular ingeiglements,not inthe ordinary and 

grfier way byremoving his perſon from then, 
but only by removing them from his thoughts: 
of whom Þ may fay, as the Apoſtle of bime 
ff (the _ 4 littly inverted) That hs 
Wag 


| To the Reader. -—— vv 
was poſſeſſing much, and "yet as having no« 
thing 3 well known, and yet as inkniwn ; not 
afing this world, and yet as uſuhg it ; as 
living in the world,and yet dying to i } Liftly, 
one who had no advantage for this, of any 
felicity of times beyond. our ſelves, who the 
for eminency of Chriſtian graces and com- 
munication of divine favors, he may ſeem 
to contend with the ancient Saints, yet lie/d 
but the other day, and dyed not nine years 
- ago, April 24. 1649. lived in a neighbour 
Country, France, and ſpent a good part of bis 
life in the chief City thereof, Paris, and there 
20 obſcure perſon, but by his birth of a wery 
noble Family ( ſee cap. 1.) and-in it the 
heirto a flouriſhing eftate; and beſides this, 
bonour'd with the dignity of being one of the 
King's Privy-Conncil ; lo that all his carri- 
age and ations are eaſily diſcoverable, if 
any thing here ſhould be either feigned or am- 
plified, and the pen-man thereof a religious 
man of note, is there yet living to bear the 
ſhame of publiſhing ſuch Lies, who divulg'd 
within ſome years after his Death, this 
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—— 


| Copy of his Life, m the [ame place where 


be afted jt. 

As for his Letters which the Author bath 
often inſerted here, to diſcover to the world 
the interior of his Soul (which cannot be 
known to others, but only from our ſelves) 
know,that in moſt of theſe his humility (and 
that upon command ) diſcloſed ſuch things 
only to his Confeſſor, and that he only pri- 
pately whiſper'd in bis Ear, what is now 
divulged abroad, that he relates to his ſþi- 
ritual Father with much tranſport and ra- 
viſhment ( as who can poſſeſs ſuch a treaſure 
and ſay nething of it ) the great power of the 
preſent Grace of God jn him, nmch after the 


fame manner, and with the ſame modeſty, as 


one recover of a great S ichneſs, < for the 


ſtate of Sin is a great Difeaſe ) rejoycingly 


would tell the Phyſician of the preſent good 

Habt, Temper, and Health of his Body : 

That his gther ways nmch evidenc'd Sandti- 

ty, wall ſufficiently perſuade his veracity in 
theſe Relations. 

Laſtly, That they are not his Letters 

pe of. entire, 


, To the Reader. "mn 


entire, but only ſome pieces extracted out 
of them, as beſt ſuiting to the Author's pure 
e : His Letters, doubtleſs, containing alſo 
in them the Confeſſion of bis Sins ( which in 
his Confeſſors abſence, þe was neceſſitated 
to preſent for ſome time only by Letter) and 
many Complaints of his Infirmities and De- 
feGs, with conſults for a Remedy thereof. 
But it became not a 2 of a Confeſſor, 
aor the civility of a Friend, to diſcover all 
theſe ; nqr yet the Readers benefit, to know 
them : Since the Perfetions of our Bre- 
thren, ſet hefore us, do nouriſh our Humility, 
fappreſi our Pride, and inviteour Imitation : 
But their faults divulged, advance our S elf- 
Conceit, and breed Security : Tho' for this 
Hongurable Perſon, you may preſume no 
great faults or blemiſhes could dwell with 
ſo great Mortification, ſo many gaod Works, 
ſuch exceſſsve Devotions, and his Exterior 
Holy-Prattices, do ſufficiently teſtifie a 
great purity of mind. | 
Amongſt which PraGlices, tho" perhaps 
ſome things may occur, that to ſome Readers 
g may 
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may give offence ( tocording to mens ns ſeveral 
Principles and Perſuaſion ut Religion ) yet, 
I thought it better (doing the buſineſs only of 
4 Tranſlator ) to tet them alone ; than, by 
gutting them out, both to give occaſion to 
thoſe who allow ſuch things, to blame the 
emiſſion; and thoſe who diſallow ſuch things, 
to ſuſpect them to be more, or of worſe con+ 
ſequence, than they are : Eſpecially, when 
theſe may ſerve to provoke you, whoever 
think your ſelves more enlightned, to a pions 
Jealoufie : Whilſt you conſider that if he ar- 
rived to fa high Chriſtian Graces and Per- 
feStion, ſuppoſed by you to be darkned with 
fome Errors, how much you ought ſooner 
Jo attain the fame as enjoying more truth ;; 
and ſo proceed to employ your ſelf, not it 
feanning and dl; ſputing the things | hete 
diſliked, but in imitating thoſe approved ; 
Leſt perbaps Error be faid to bring forth 
more Piety than Tritth ; and whilft you ſay 
you ſee, your Siz rejuain to you more ttt; 
excuſeable, | 


— 


THE 


THE 


AuTHOR to the READER 


Y dear Reader, I amin a word or two ta 
ive you notice of three things, concerning 
the Contents of this Book. The firſt is, 
: that whereas Truth is the principal parr 
Hiſtory, you may be confident thar it is here 
obſerved ; becauſe whatſoever you ſhall find here; 1s 
almoſt all of it cxtradted out of che Originals, and 
the reſt out of Authentick Copies there, where things 
were atreſted by ſuch aswere Eye witnefles, and per- 
lons beyond exceprion. 0100. 'M 
The ſecond is, that tho' we ofren make uſc of 
Monfieur De Renys own Letters, as witnefles of whar 
he was, yer ovght ye not at all therefore to fulpe&t 
the truth of what they relare : Becaule firſt, his emi- 
nent yertue hath rendred him moſt crednable in 
every thing he faid, tho' it were of himſelf ; be- 
{ides, theſe his Letters are for the moſt part girctted 
to his ſpiritual Guide, ro whom he did with mach 
confidence unboſom the rhings belonging to his Con- 
ſcience, and gave account as he was obliged, of each 
thing char paſt in the- interior of his Soul. And'God, 
Who beſt knows to chuſe the fitteſt means ro bring 
hisends abour, having deſign'd the publiſhing this Lite, 
Whereby to leave to all fairhful men a Partern of a 
Free Chriſtian, did fo diſpoſe of things, that this 
is Diretor dwelling for ſeveral Years out of Paris, 
he was obliged to acquaint him by Letters with his 
; interior 
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X The Author, &c. 

interiar diſpoſitions, they becoming by this means, 
much more = diſcovered unto us, than any 
other way they could. And laſtly, we are indeed 
uncapable of knowing any thin a mans interior, 
Fang ag own declaration ; -and that which: we un- 
derſtand in Saints of this narure (which yet makes up 
the principal of their ſanQiry ) comes by no other 
way than their diſcovering and opening it to ſome 
one, and he afterward, to the publick : And there- 
fore either Monſieur de Renty himſelf maſt have mani- 
feſted the ſecrers of his heart, and reyzaled what was 
hidden in his Soul, or he muſt have remaincd for 
ever: lock'd up and unknown to us; although aſſu- 
redly, neither thus hath all of him becy by himſelf 
maniteſted or related, >; 

The third thing is, that being mg obey the 
Decree of our Holy Father Urban the Eighth, dated 
te ——_— jo March, 1625. and Gor other M CX= 
planation of the former, we 5. 1631. Where 1t 
rordered, That thoſe that publiſh the Lives of any - 
Perſon of great Vertue, dodeclare and make proteſtg-" 
tions upon ſeveral heads. I therefore proteſt, that my  , 
ment and deſign in ſetting forch this Work is, That 
the matter thereof ſhould be no otherwiſe under- 
Rood, then as grounded upon the Teſtimony and. 
Faith of mer, and not upon the Authority of Holy- 
Church ; and thar, by the name of Sairtt, which I ſe- 
yeral times attribute to Monſtcur Renty, I mean only 
thar he was enducd with vertue far exceeding the 
common ſort, and do uſe this word only in that ſenſe 
that St. Paxl gives it to all the fairhful, and nat to pur 
* kim in thenumber of Saints Canonized, which tg 
do, belongs only to the Holy Sca, 
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Monſieur DE RENT Y, ec. 
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PART 5 


CHAP. I. 
oY. his Birth, Infancy and Touth. 


great and glorious were the vertue: 

pF and good deeds of the lare deceald 
de Renty, that I can 

my diſcourſe no otherwile than - 


ingenuouſly confelling my difabili 
S toſct them our as they deſerve; = 


eyen {ſo much of them as a 
to the eyes of men, and much leis the 
Wiward Freafure that lay hid in his Soul, tho' that be 
ty Loy 3 Yer norwithſtanding underrake I muſt 
16-206 a2 Ly Oey as 
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own HT as enoyed {he hear of be fhe 
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acquaintance in a ſingular manner, for diyers years 
rogether , even when ht Wap in'the very height of 
the glory of his Vertues ; and that ſo great a Trea- 
ſure; ſo concexning the-glory of Ged ang the 
pyblick atod as this excellent and perfeft Chriftign 
ite of his was) ought by no means .to. be buried in 
Oblivion; did judge mein a fort obliged ro preyent 
{o great a damage. ky. 

me we thereforcto the buſineſs, for the greater 


Glory of = , Whois admirable in his Saints, and of 


our Lord Jefus Chriſt, who repleniſhed rhis rare man 
ith his Graces, and abundant communication of his 
Irit z and let us do it in the ſtrength of that Divine 
alhſtance, which as I ſtand'in very great necd of, fol 
humbly beg it with all my ſoul. 
* Monſieur de Renty draws his Original from one of 
the moſt Noble Houſes of Artois , which is that of 
Rent, famous for its Antiquity, for its great Alliances 
(and 19 particular , to the Houle of Crowy , whence 
came the Dukes ot Arfeot, and Princes of Smay) for the 
Honorable Employment of its Anceſtors, and their 
Noble AQts in Arms and Banecls; and aboye all, for 
its , 2 preat teſtimony whereof was It in: th 
year, 1570. by Wambert , called the good, | 
Reny , and Hamburg his Lady, 


who 


St. Martin, atid the third roSt. Watt: | 
Monſieur Rey, Was the - Son, of. __ 
; ET” "_ ny, 


| Fart; 1 


Fox, God: lo oxdering -1t-Þy 
Ce Fes of x 


he: 
th 


yas pi: jp he Colledge: of Navarre, ans 
once 101 | 


t £0 Cam | to the Colledge- of 


rupcing his faich-abd- manners £ ;:Bur God our of his 

of: bi 1, as incending. tO 
him ane day a great inſtrument ; of is glory, 
ouls , preierytd- 
cndeayouss. of 


which 


>)-and thetein attained to- ſuch profici that-he 
underſtvod- them perfeftly., and conapoled therein 
-. Bat the time being now come , 'when 'Gad- was 
minded to go cloſer to:the-work he hadiin band,” and 
to diſpoſe this choice ſoul to the-execution of thoſe 
things, which he was deſigned fory it pleaſed him fo 
it yin that -a m—_ whom pr rs 

yn Books as he ſtood in 
need of (for {atisfying the curioſity and ardent defire 
he:had-of knowledge in all Sciences, ſuirable rochis 
condition ) did one-.day;preſent to him, the famous 
litthe Book of the Imitation'of Chrift, and: deſired him 
to read'it ; but he having as then, his mind taken up 
with ' other - notions, made no account of it fot that 
time. The Scationer having brought himanocher day 
fome Books that he had necd of, ated the ſame 
again to/him, and with ſome carneſtnels, beſought him 


book. we may well reckon for on hi 
and change, es ' npon Monſeur' d Rex 
alſo from that time forwasd, had that Book in 


Parr vw Monfieur de\Renty. 5 
love and-eſtcerh, >thar he wt moegy  ivabour him; 


the work ocont 
of God, and romak oy he Sr 
hecoal wet brace hin De ir end Son, 
Heir ofa Eftare; and :codowed with qualities 
and ogy Fryrobnge- hima way, to the. 
penn i wor: Ant whe a by he Dire q 
{okne,' can Keour ine 
affifznce" (ro: whoſe will = ve-up 


| 630;andrakes'the way ro our Lady of Eeher hee 
if a few days after this ccape, adyerriled his Fathert 

of by ths flowing Lerret: 

+ ON his al ill bring with 
| butt 5 alteration Wi Wi 
-Þ Now ir ome affliction ro you; the firſt motions of Paſ- 


and >5 rin wes of men; and indeed na 
Fomotpry aps 
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what 
#to0 pevilousk inaner for @ feeble: ſar: 
fn ies tion 
'thar / it would warn} 
que and nor aie than to; rp i el 


{tb 
a "1 4 
in == powes Sd a good 
While ago, fn varhet ideand 
: bufy in'oblivion tivion ts fooleries, than:to recal-thent in- 
<vrn " Far minded therefore-ro unwinde 
* yy {Hf our of this Labyrinth, alchough:1 know: is 
- will de faid, that I mighr well | enjoy 'the 
© world, od yet keep my {elf from its enormities. 
bur let a man conſider what comes a 
Ped ine ar Got aphihar 
tne” ve 
ES. yh ee i: na EE: 
(a to 
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Path ) Mon rour © Renty. "F 
ny, EA 
k in good truth, be-rhe be firſt. at 

gs © a Fai oh 


for your Lad ode har Lerire my 


ce pres the 'Court /a- man; mult live as at the 
_ bong not able 40 {etye two I 
cs with Ge Galpr,, or 0 he that eryarh God, 


6 ppx0 le to follow and attend on God 


FO gate ys ſeen -—_ profes inte inrhe wor 


*iriend Ay — n offecinghi = EW 
* ary, that-he.cven flups his company 
*tioa; in like manner, God and the world be 
* recngol hoſtili , Iſhould believe Kt a g 
not to-do that 4 God, which 1 would be 70 

*do for a friend, "which is but a mortalman: And 

* lecing when, we love a thing, we go net about 30 

*learch our juſt che contrary to itz 46 the 
© avoid fin, is to fly the occalions of it; and f whe 

R laid, thattor ba erery : thing as 510 rake lictle 

to of, a man ſhould endanger 
* the Io 4 his ſoul > No, no, and they that think ſo 
now, Will be of another wind, when Mo muſt 

: (Ne an _ to God, for what is Le ir 


LID, they wil know wha dy = = 


0 by es ad, nin 
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Dt uminations we have; Iet w9-Iibour + 

life, and to do ſomething for the loveof 

God, who hab cold ws Þ expreſſes, 'and ſo often 
« tharwe muſt deny our {clycs, forlake all and: follow 
;” which thing; 1 believe, you would not be 


tO 
wc yp we the ule of my demurring and retard- 
F ment, and fince the tire of my 'daily praying for 
F this retirement; Þ have had many tho of your 
affliction, which'yet for all that, will be miri- 
Ct conſider, that God dorh all for 
and char i may be, ik fron 


to produce our of it ſome ood 
" EThearonhs to his fever di , and mo 
F you.to believe, thatT am ro ſerve you, at 
+ mach i ch new Prfſhon as in thar- Fre you 
; Rd any 64, 20d Gye me the yrace to do'it 
TRI one 
Wat your cau 
hither, 'bur within a ſhort time, when 
; ſhall know che ſtare of things a licele-berter, 1 will 
F hot fail ro; give you notice. Tn the "mean while, [ 
F ſhall unceſlantly pray him, whom I am reſoly'd to 
t ſerve; to-abide with you, and make you know, "oF 
f paſfonarely I am, | 
Sir, 
* Towr moſt bumble Son, and We 
moſt obedient Servant, 


GASTON de RENTY; 


u haye the Lercer he ſent! 
2 Tan his Spirit, his Peron, 
uminations; www a> 
crſtandiog, 6 
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His Father extremely affiited ar his abſence, ſends | 
abroad cv —_ {eek hinay ayd God, who 

= © habe agh rx o take ſe, wo [ 

ve was found at t - 

gu, Faring .changd, a Gold-lacd Suit, into A 26 

habit. He was brought back thence to. his Fa- 

ther at Paris, who thought it not amils, to carry him 


along with him ro his Caſtle or Mannor Houſe TE 


Where he was put upon exerciſes [uirable-ro his b 
whevein he oof . of ſo much-yerme, fo 
wiſdorh, ' bj condu&t, that (alchon gh bur:nine: 
teen'year old) he was choſen by che Ballywick of Va, 
to be'# Member of the States of Normandy, then atlem: 
bled at Roan, S_—_—— Langmevill beg. 
whete-he { aibl pony and prudemly to 
tee char the three Eſtares remained =o caly re 
, but even alſoaſtoniſhed. i | | 
After theſe 'exerciles of Nobili 5 he employed 
himſelf i in- the rebuilding of the: urch of _ 
fuch-fort as we ſee ir as this day; and mivring far 
ſuch diyertiſements as-are- uſed by. Nobles of -hisage 
arid condition,” he roſe ordinarilyar four.a Clock, and 
then went ſoftly (without waking the Groom off his 
Chamber ) into his Cloſer, ro ſay his Prayers-and 
from thence at five a Clock to the Church, oi ro.his 
building, wherice he rezurn'd nor till about ſeven oft 
cight a —_— ar | night , cauſing . ſome meat to: be 
brought him thicher, and conrinuglly. buſfied with the 
r= net ny 
a $4 Ag, | an ervor; 
acceptable'ro God, and acquir'd many 
__ eng (i { eroded recent 
more prepare a ſoul, an 
« great number of {mall and common _ > 
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His Marriage, and courſe of life, to the 
-— ape of 27 years. 1 


' ALTHOUGH the eſtate of a Religious Lile (as 
A. faicheeacherh, and the Church | debird) is 


e as tho 
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perfe& and complete partcra of 
to the cſtate of Wedlock ir, pleah 
to that condition, of which, he 
of aſſurance, that he nothing-doul 


TEE HRT 
THe bib 


+4. 
z 


OT- 
acts, part of » 
| _——_——— 
5 hereby reſerving for her, the greater 
Marriages as are made inthe fear of @od, and 


TEYCICnce 


4 


gli 


F, oa 0 


| ly-with 
;Famone pororm ch  - 
was their marriage with 
four that remain alive (two $0 


eqthe EY 


LSE. Aa. Aa + > 


i # " . 
== og im vilics hey far as Civitiey on 
pon) of hiny; - wherein, his pgrearprudente 
ſwoethels, rare rb ringled Ned why = 


BY gay and lighriom rl very ae 
If Paſſages of ;m— rendered why 


his bin he was ro wear a Sword; fo:nowl 
har /Nobles and Gentlemen! may behold him a4 
ix for heir Inſrlion), WO + , 


of all for his skill: POT 
we = : par anon a prog the Di: 
in,which made bi imirdin the Coun 
-other Mectings, and that by themoſh 


£ 
: 
4! 


LITE 
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not a dirc& an{wer ; bur 
that queſtion > Becaule, faich 
of the Ki - 
cauſe the 
hours 


God, and that would ox have made uſe of i {o pru- 
=. | J | 
+ For execution of buſineſs , he was not at all de- 


bod 
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quines hn wee + anc hr He firſt ic 
viſit wx. Rio dovoir ro our Janie | 


ns 2 Su 
awry hi 


= id vittous A =o rar Clrwwar ro "hin 
iſcs of Verrue and Honour. 
| Ty every place where he had any power, he | 
employed it to keep off diſorders: He forbad 
his men the treating il! of their Hoſts 
'd thern, or givin them occafion of complaine: 
y dmg e, bur he made” come betore 
, them with whom he quarrered.to rell him then 
i an 4=pue en mreyes; A and if he found 
that any of his, had offended, he forthwith ſaw ir re 
bra pn h did rhem right. ' One day being mount 
6d; to depart, having madehis. enquiry of 
org Ind the complainin ng, that one of his Se: 
vants had a ſhirt, hecauſedchemall forrhwich te 
Eomebefore her, thatſhe might'find our the Thief; 
oper bo er one of them confeffing,' t 
e had it upon his back, he incontinently ordered, 
ſhonldbe firip of it before chem all, and ir ref 
twrhe woman, notwithſtanding many per; of-+ Jus 


thonghte cir harſh, and < 
"he alwa Jae nſelf firms 


he 
that 
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anions 


t. the Chief Offi 


: 


he made 
al 


un, 
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of bira, 
ha return 

wer to. him that brought the challenge 
Gentleman was inthe wrong, and that he 
all ſarigfaftion which in Juſtice he could defire : 
$1 this untoward ſpirit, he perſiſted 
to make him meer with his {word 


1 
FÞ 


4-3 
"x 


E 


of 


P, 


calrd him; and that if he did affault him, he would 
take him repent it. This quarrelſom man, ſeeing he 
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'nor provoke: hin to an found one 
* day the meansto meet him, and foto make himdraw. 
his Sword, where, by the ' juſt | judgment of God, 
gis-other _—_ p__ wakbre _ - my ſecond be- 
| hurr, ifarntd, i r raſhnels; 
bur ſhane and erow.: But then this true Chriftan, 
Gencleman, inſtead of doingthem more harm's he 
might) lead thern to his Tent, catiſed Winerobegiven 
11 xy to be dreſty and: their Swords to 
be reitor'd them. Ard a es and Gene- 
ty, both Humiliey an efty , as Ins greardt or- 

| he kept the thingever after in ſecrerz” never: 
apening hi tnourh RACING 
ha (our of vain-glory)}and,which is more ro 


have 
be wondred-at, he never afterwardsſpake word thete- 
eftohis man, who was preſent, and ferv'd him for a 


ſecond in this Aſtault, ro whom alſo before thedeed; 
when he ſaw himfelf forced ro'a defence ,he-gave 
charge by no means to kill. 
' This was not the _ difference, but he: had: o-/ 
thers alſo, with ſome of the Neighbours, ' or ar leaſt 
cauſe to complain of them ; to which buſineſs, 
e brought all that Prudence, Patience, and Charity" 
could contribute, and always came off moit happily 5: 
and he was wont to fay to his 'Domeſticks, concern- 
ing his owndifferenccs, or theirs, thar there was more 
of courage and generoſity tobear any injury'for the: 
loveof God, than to requite ir with another z 'and 
ſuffer ,than to revenge, becaulſethe thing wasfar more 
cificule; char Bulls themlelves | enpugh, 
| it was a bruniſh courage ge; Whereas tl ours, i 
thould bereafonable and Chriſtian ' 11 1919 1 oY 
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His entire change and call to a high Per« 
* fecHon. 


S, a x ©” + *,. ©" TT - 


M2NSIEuR de Renty having lived to tht 
ape of 27;years, it pleaſed to touch - him 
now morecloſely; to enlighten him moreclearly, and 
- __ hin+ to'that hugh geriuibon, yon the 
copcration 'Which he; yielded to this call, we 
bave (een him ro arrive; that :like a great Torch or 
I Luminary, he bath {pread his beams far and wide, 
WU fo Paris, and :inail places where he-hath been. This 
; WH came to pak at a Miſſion made by the Fathers of the 
. WH Oratory; ſome fix or feven Leagues from Paris, whi- 
ther he'/wenr on foot, and Where he made a general 
8 Confclhooywirhall the care, that thoſe take,who deſire 
- WW :0 do it exattlp.. And fo great graces did he receive 
in this new call of his, that he-marked this time, as 
the beginning ot his intire' Converſion to God, and 
Conſecration to his Service. 
-In purtuir of this. change, as he knew, that what 
; ſhantooings ſoever onc hath to advance towards Per- 
on, the way-that leads thicher was hard and full 
of dangers; and therefore not to-ſtray out of the way, 
and be faſt, of necci{iry one mult have» good guid: 
o God out of his {ingular Providence; for his 
ficatiod, provided him one; and {uch 260e infant, © 
Whisneed- required ; and that wasthe Rever er 
Onbin aan! of the Oratory, a Pctionage of 
found Scicnec, of great Riery, and of hi pry 
| __ 
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18 The Holy Life of Chap. IL. 
for marters Interior, who had the conduft of him 
for ſome twelve yeares ſpace (to wit, as long as this Fa- 
ther lived)and that with great care, and 100 CX- 
mW IE was Ricks mettle yragree, Shae-h 

a it 
wo perſon, that Monſieur de 

would one day be a Saint. 

e way he wm 4 in cet was this following z not 
to fp his Penances and Auſterities (which are 
the >a - boar re were > 
ro marrers, of which we rrear ) 
wikkdrew himfifalcopecher from theCourr z he bad 
adiru'to all employmencs of Vanity and Ambition, to 
betaken up in thoſe emirely, which mighc "_— 
«2 i otro He re 

pure emenr : 
mind - the exerciſe of Pg} and ee wy 
ev e Grear Office, riſing even in to 
Fay Matine and after, made an hour of Mediration 4 
Ifbenich tl he concinued every night rwo or three 
hours in prayer, and that inthe rigor of winter : 
Every day he made two examens of | his \conſcience, 
bw ade exatt + amen nos _ SAI one , in 
morni ore dinrier , and the- at even- 
ing : He confeſſed twice a week, and communicated 
three or four times: He went one day in a week to 
viſit and inſtru the poor ſick le of the great 
Parllyy and third, the Princes; and, dn the tcl, 
ri; and a third, the Priſoners , Ain't 
he ſet] to meer ar Allernblies of Piety. 


- 


Lab icks (as he was 


knew to diſtinguiſh C 
Obligations om Voltnary Deyorions, 
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charevery evening, by the fornd of a Bell, they ſhould 

be led, ro make togerher their Examens, to ſay 

the Leranics of our Lady, and other Prayers: Every 

Dito op lf he Sankey follow, 
c c c y followin 

in 5 Ion of 


EATS erein; as in a well reformed | 
In rhe = erting outy 
er ben z as ſoon as in and beginning 


ſome good iſcourſe, and ſich as taiſed them upſweer- 
t Beholding rhe ſpacious extent of the Couri- 


he would diſcourſe of the Beauty of God 4 " 
ii, forming fuch afls of yerrveayon 
the very hear; aproaching near 10 the bo | 


purer di om _— 


with flowers; any Rivet winding ly about the 
of 


* 
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Sacrament > afrerward, the enquired if there were any 
Hoſpital in the place, to the end he might go thicher, 
and exerciſe his Chari 


Charity. 
- Beingin his Inn, che firſt thing ofall he did in his 
chamber, was to caſt himſelf on his knees, and- to 
worſhip God, to pray with great affeCtion for all per- 
fons that cntred that-place, and for pardon-of all gil- 
orders that had becn there commired : When he ſaw 
any thing written upon the walls or chimney, that of- 
fended modeſty, he defac'd-ir, and in place thereof, 
writ words of Inſtruftion in Picty, and the way -to 
Happineks, and endcavourcd alwaysbefore departure, 
fo give {ome good advice to the ſervants of the houſe, 
and to ſuch poor of the place as he could 'meet with 
that ſo by the example of our Lord, he might not pals 
through any place, without doing iome gaod in it. 
. After dinner, when up in Coach again, | he made 
ſome xrecolleion, and applicd him(elt ro his Incerior, 
for ſore little tme ; then entertained. fome- recrea- 
tion, Which was graycand modeſt ; afterward, with 
the company , lang the Velpers; which- done , he 
wiſht themro refreſh themſelves a little, and ule ſome 
innocem divertiſement, in which, ro render it Chri- 
ſtian and Holy, he interwove ſome touches of Piety : 
Ofren he.caufed then to ſing with him the Arzicles of 
our belicf in, French; which to that end, he had cauſed 
to be {et in Muſick : About four a clock, hy ſung 
the line, afterward he made by himſelf ſome 
- -mental Prayer, and beingcome to his Inn, his Exer- 
Ciſes were the ſame with: thoſe. of the — and 
. this was rhe-rple heoblerved in his journey. - 1f that 
laying of the Jews be true, that a man may be known, 
i Gchmeſs, at the table, in play,and in a journey, We 
may caſily judge by what hazh been {aid alrcady, how 
| mc 
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Part I,\'> Monfienr. de Renty. 21 
yuh muſt-needs be the vertue of this great ſcrvanr'ot 
- As the end of Marriage is to have Children, and 
of Chriſtian Marriage- to render them verruous, in 
order to Erernal Happinets; fo he: rook yery grear 
care, both by-himſelf and others, ro make his Chil- 
dren ſuch; and for that end; to engrave deeply in 
them- the fear: of God, to dilaffke& then trom the 
eſteem of the world, ro Jet them know, that the 
Maximsof-'it are much contrary to the Spirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and that true Nobility conſiſts in verrue. Be- 
hold here histhoughts ct this matter, as he wrote them 
ro a certain Lady. bNeg: 

* For the education of Infants, God, having diſtin- 
©-guiſhed their conditions, ſcems to teach us, that there 
© ought to be a difference berween the nurrure of a 
© Peaſant, and that of a Gendleman, who being born 
* to wear a Sword, mult nor, withour doubt, be 
*ipto a Cloiſter tor the firting of him to: it : but ſo 
* great corruption is now among us, that all the prin» 
* cipal Inſtructions that cicher we, or ary we ſer over 
* chem, do give them, ſerve for nothing but to kin- 
*dle a fire infernal of vanity in their hearts, where 
* there is not but roo much already, puſhing youth on 
© by Paganiſh examples, ro put up and endure no+ 
* thing, to _ always to that which is moſt alofr, 
* and forthe climbing up thicher, to make uſe of ſuch 
* means as are moſt approved by rhe world, alrhough 
: —_— forbidden by God himſelf. | | 

*Burif chey gonotrhus far; yer ar laſt, dothey not 
; pm —— the hearr.of a- young/Gentleman all 
; Principles > For example,” you-know how 
* theſe Duels maar ner end > 1 Now ret! 

me, how manyarethere; who would becontent, char 
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}>—ipor ſure they 


fndingra bo the condemni 


eVOUS eftets of _ whi | 
IE do ſo much* the oftner, and Ts to 
the boctom;imaſmuch as rheir inclination, the eXam- 
eſtecrn and _—— nota w engage 
incire them to rheſe if per ps 
; ler fall any ſpark of this | ny hor coal, which | 
* naqurally in roy ſome one will, it may be, ina kind 
© of "nile, and by the by, Ohthat's not Wo ! God 
© forbid ſach a ths: yes, bur rake notice, I pray you, 
r you uſe no more carneſtneſs than thisro pres 
6 yent your Son's having crooked legs, and a miſhapen 
© bodyz you uſe no 'more carneftnels than this, to 
? have him well taught go dance and fence. Such 
were his Sentiments in this marter. 
+*'As for his Domeſticks and Officers, that he had 
jg he' recommended to them in a ſpecial 
ſtice, Charity, and Sweetneſs, yo do good 
toall.» {ll ro none, as as far as they were able; and to 
one of-them who had been tranſporred with Choler; 
ſome excels . in a Chuych-yard, he 
wroze as follo weeth : 
have heard with qriek, what you have done, 
| *altho? ] cannot belicve Lack the Circimſtances 


& 
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* that both you and I mult live like Chriſtians, or af- 
5 ſuredly be damn'd, if we have nor this belief and 
© deſire, let's be Turks and Barbarians profelsd. Knew 
; _ how much ach aftions are diſpleaſing to 


,Whar ſcandals and d £ they bring ro men, 
offer 


© your heart would be changed forthwith, and 
© grant it may: my Goods, Blood, and Lite, I 
Fro him, to obtain this Grace, on which depends 
© your Salvation; but I pray you -as a » 
and command you as a Maſter, to repair the wrong 
you haye done to God, to an Holy Place, and to 
* your Neighbour ; I had rather my houſe were- ru- 
© in'd (for me ) than you ſhould fall again into ſuch 
© an extremity, I muſt regulate my thoughts and de- 
* ſires of preſerving my eſtate, by my Conſcience, 
* and the love.of God, who gave ic me. - I affure 
A that our guidance in this world is difficulr, 
* confidering the wickedneſſes of the times ; and tho? 
* one may ſometime hinder the oppreſling of the 
*weak, and withſtand injuſtice by courſes extraordi- 
© nary; yet where there is a mixture of our 'own in- 
* rereſt, it behoyes us to have recourſe to ordinary 
* ways; as firſt, thar of mildneſs, ſecondly, that of 
*J and Law ; and if chat proſper not, to employ 
* Our patience : Then is the time, that we ought to 
* practile fuch-a vere ; 1 make no great account '6f 
. certain Deyorions for faſhion, bur I reſpe&t the Max- 
ond > fon Golpel, which reach us no other way 


OR__ ——— —_ OXm_ a en Ine Sos. ee. 4 — hd td __—_ — 


OA kd «oY R——_——_ ws 


C4 CHA P- 


© 
" 4 


24 The Hol F "I Chap. FT 


OO "TRQBE 
d 


CitA-s: 


$ 1. His Vertnes in general. 


Bain I ſpeak of the Vertues of thampnd 
God in particular, I muſt ſay ſomeching of them 
in general (as 1 it were the Ground-work) and I have 
rwo things to ſay ; 
The firſt, that among all the Perſons of Picry that 
I have known, I have not {cen any whoſe» Vertues 
have been, in my opinion (all things conſidered) more 
fold more ſtrong, and more accompliſhed, than 
] ſpeak us much of him, for-that I have 
45 aria. acquainted with himn many years, even 
mh as One when I fancy and figure in my 
all the ſeyerals of his carriage, borh interior 
and exterior : I cannot but conceive him, as a moſt 
eminent ]dea and Pattern, ang look upon him, as a 
Model of a Perfeftion Conſurmmare ; wherein, all 
they that haye Reg ng. thing F, do with on (who 


ge not a oyments 
DO 1 is ks Ne Dn "will ſy; n—_— 
flpredly, that | ay nothing 

1 Il 


Fond is yy we cannot better learn what 
we elire ro - of him , FR from himſelf 
and that by an account which he gaveto his ſecond 
Dire&tor, a Religions of the bockry of Jeſus, who 


ſucceeded the end Father de Condrien ; at 
Gs be og ; 


'25 


ſerved. Behold here then whar the Original gives us, 
though ſoine- things be-Jefr our, becaule they are ſer 
down in the ee foregoing: 1, 4 
*Thave delay'd ſome days, atter the command I had 
©*roſer down _ employing of my time, for the bener 
* diſcovering of ſome things thereinz bur I find nothing 
MW <there of ſtri& order, or which can well be ſer down 
{I © in writing, becauſe all conſiſts in a kind of (elf-abar- 
1 Wl © doning, and following after the order of God, which 
- « cauſeth in a manner. continually diverſe things, bur 
* all upon che ſame bottom. : | 
5 For my outward and more Corporeal part of, my 
* carriage, [ uſually riſe at five a Clock (we muſt re- 
member what goes before, that this was: after he had 
{pent part of the nightin Prayer) © at my awakening,1 
my oy 

* enter .upan my botrom of Self-Annihilation, before 
* the Majeſty of God; I unite me to his Son, ang oe 
* rit, to render him my homages : Being riſcn, I 
F _ Water, I caſt down my felt, and adore the 
* blefling of the Incarnation, which gives us acceſs, 
* and reconciles us to:God : I deliver up my {elf to the | 
+Holy Infant Jeſus, to be cntred into his pirit: ] {a 
* kite ſometimes my good Angel, St. Fobn Baptiſt, St. Te- 
©reſz, With ſome pther Saints, and attcrward I recire 
*t Angels. | | 

; He fairh (formetimes) not that he fail'd out of obli- 
vion ar inconſtancy, being extremely exact and faith- 
ful-in the; continuance of his Exerciſes of Devotion ; 
but.outof the force of an aQive application, and ſome- 
rimes paſſive, that he bad to God, which, kept him 
from any other diverſion. | ; 
f-I cloath my ſelf, which is ſoon:done, and after 
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CHoly Virgin, holding her Son, as the Lady of & 
«Houſes 17a the cart before her; and fay, {bw 


© fra te matrem, &e.,) I devore my (elf to h : 
© enti with the offering up of my | aly, Wil 


nw iv 
| to my aftai tur if hare benobatrntss rent 
* I proſtrate 
go to Maſs, 
eleyen 


I 
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Part.  Monftenr de Renty. 27 
: Afterwards, I go forth, whither the order 
of ſhall dire: days are orderd and af- 
ſign'd for'certain Exerciſes, the reſt are reſerv'd and 
pm Cen qne week woo : Now m it fall 
| have nothing todo, | pray ina Church, 
bur happet what will, ; nr Bat not to fail to vi- 
fir every afternoon , the Holy Sacrament, and to 
end abou evening, an hour in Devotion: Abour 
even a clock, when I have made fome vocal pray- 
UE crs, we go to ſupper, Sg which time, one reads 
the Marryrologic, and the life of the Saint for the 
day following: Supper being done, I talk ro my 
F Children, and tell them ſomerhing for their inſtru- 
F Aion: At nine a clock the Bell rings to —_—_ 
* which all my Family is to be preſent ar ; ! 
done, each one retires, bur] keep me in the Chappel 
in Meditation till ten; and then I go ro my Cham- 
ber, recommending my ſelf to my God (according ro 
* my Bottom of 'Self-Annihilation) tro the Holy Vir- 
in, my good Angel, and other Saints: I take holy 
© Water, and lay me down in Bed, where I _—_ 
F Ze Profundis for the Dead, and ſome other little Pray- 
bony, and fo endeavour to repoſe. And fo you have 
Fin ſorr the order of the day as to my Exterior. 


© Bur for the order of m 7 have nor, as I 


* may (ay, any ; for ſince I left ( it will be a year, the 

*Holy Week next) my Breviary, all my forms have 
; 

lefrme, and now in of ſerving me as means to 

© 50 to , they would become hinderance : I bear 

*191me ordinarily ( but with many infidelities ſo great 

* nallthis, that Tam about to ſpeak of, that] write it 

mor oe regret, becauſe I am nothing bur vice 

vand fin: ) T bear, I fay, in me oudinarily, an expe- 

+ riemernal yeriry, and a plenirude of the refuge of 
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© the molt Holy Triniry or indeed, of ſore My 
©ſtery, which ares me by a ſimple view ro ; 
© and With that, 1 6» ns the ay 3 ov 

dence enjoyns me, r ng not any things id 
© their Apr? or- litt Ys but only the orde 
8 , and the glory which they may rende 


© For the Examens; and things done in Communi 
© (which | mentioned before) I often cannot reſt my 
© {elf there : I perform indeed the Exterior, for the k 
© ing of order; but I follow always my Interior, with: 
out making any change there; becauſe, when 
© man hath God, there's no need to ſearch him elk 
© where, and when he holds us in one manner, iti 
© not for us to take hold of him in another ; and the 
© Soul knows well, what it is which bottoms ir: me 
© clearly, what unites ir, and what multiplies and di 
© ſtrafts it, | 


©For the Interior therefore, I follow this Artraftive 
© and for the Exterior, I (ce the Divine Will, which 
© makes me to follow it, and which carrieth me tc 
©oovern my {clf according to it, with the diſcernment 
; a his Spirir, n Fo ſimplicity 5.008 =o polleſs, -| 
grace, in ings, a great ſilence 2 pro- 
©f Reverence - Of Peace? Fark ; 
: on ys, according to the order 


* hath giyen me, and communicate almoſt eyes 


© ry day, as perceiving my ſelf drawn thereto, as-ab 
i Rod ennmel ds In a word, The Bot 
*rom Which hath been ſhewed me to ſtand on; is 1 
*render my {clf to God through Jeſus Chriſt with-ſuch 
© 2 purity, as hath in it operation, tro worſhip God 
© in Spirit and Tryth, after a manner r {trip 
£ and naked, and: of loying him with all my: 
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with all ſoul, and, with all my power, and of 
<cing a head ran the condu@t of God, 
nd following ic. And this only abiding in my ſoul, 
all-other-things in me are defaced and blored'our: 
I have nothing of ſenſible in me, unleſs now and then 
torr tranſitory touches, bur (if I may dare ro lay it) 
I found my will, I fnd it ſometime fo quick 
and flaming, that it would devour me, it the {fame 
ord, who animares it ( though unworthy) did 
ot reſtrain it: 1 enter into an heat, and into a fire, 
and even to my _ ends , feel that all within 
me ſpeaks for irs and ſtretcheth- ir ſelf forth 
in lengrh and breadth in his Immevſity , that it 
: diflolyc, and there loſe it ſelf, ro glori- 
fie him... I camor .cxpreſs this thing as it is, I 
40-not make a ſtand upon any thing that paſſeth 
me ; but fall always into my nothingnels , -, 
where I find my .a&t of purity towards God , 
as aboye. 
He concludes afterward in theſc terms: rv 
FF beg your pardon, my Reverend Father, if this 
ching here be {o il] ordered : I have ſer ir down, as 
it hath happened ro me, I ſhould be very ha 
it you could know all my milcrics, for you w 
have.them in great commiſeration. This was the 
iting he gave to his-DircCor. 
| They that ſhall read ir, will judge, without doube 
it they underſtand ir well, and penetrate to the bor- 
IT ] pa his Wn _ very great "yy 
ne-Vermies, and: highly raigd the pertetion of thi 
xccllcn pry ooh and by 1o much the more 
wght they to judge {o, as they may aſſure them- 
not a jot exceeded in the report 


tives: that he 
df the things which concern him; bur rarher oy =" 
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heck diminiſhed them, being by grace (and in deve 
by narure alſo ) extremely relcrved, and. moſt conf 
derate in wharſoeyet he [aid; and eſpecially in ſpe 

ingof himelt. : 
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$ 2. The Source Rial whence theſe 
tues flowed. 


T* now we will examine the Principal of thoſe Vez 
tues and Perfe&tions; and the Well-ſpring whence 
a iſflued; we ſhall find that it was; ftom the ins 
mare Unin which he had with the Lotd Jeſus 
Chriſt, whereunto he always above all chings; gas 
op himſelf. 
mefis ſage and illuminated DireQtor, the Reverent 
Father de Condrien, knowing that the Union. with Je 
Chriſt;is the foundation of our Predeſtinarion; bros 
cation, and SanRification,. of all the 
which we can ever have; that Jeſus = 
way, whatloever is out of this way, can be 
elſe bur wandring ; that he being the Truth, 
ever is not conformable thereto, 1s xi but ing 
oY he being __ he Soiof Jae dy tw 
nor is quic r us 
nor alive, bur of neceliry dead : then 
_ [Dro always to be done with 


which  hir ined 
Key this Union, 
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- + The Holy Life-of » (. hap, IV, 
e ; &id thigto-him i in 7 Jes :Loner: wo ' $4 
am'm ; nieceſlity 0 t, zuitroug 
<orell <7 n acknowledg of the Mercy ef 
"God, bs ntitatl of. this apr ae tecl that | 
©is mote ruling in me, chan my; lt I know-tor all 
©that, that of {nay cell am box {1n)/ bur wines, Leapd 
muoxLooed rin uneicns ogg my. hfe 
©my- peace; and any All, I beſeech- him become 
"our plenitude. L : of 
- Moreover, in another thus: ; 
"*Tind, my lelt, faid he, nwch troubled what f 
I becauic all chiogs become rar'd our of m 
ſoon -as paſſed, and 1 rs er pr ar—— 
ny thingy” bur 'God, and .this\i a kind of 
"ka blinded manner, with a:naked faich; wh Ic 
© faith making me&know the evil botrom RNs 
© my ſelf, gives mae: mnorwithſtanding grear- force 
* confidence. by —_— of abandoning Sand Self-Re- 
lows his mominga Lond je 2 Pty hav 
gein Se-Paw!; which ]t 
©ieve our: Lord hach put imo ny;hand to expreſs my 
<felf-by, ſeeing'itis the very. rrutly of what:E expe» 
©riment ©. F Hdnciaw auten tekeg habtmus per ſhut 
Dexm ; non o_ t cog bing 
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- Renee 

* upon m ut anyconribution on;:my 

xo hoc ET that pron renew : the :Idep's 
of C11, / quart - 28q.ahs aquarum tiventiun, ſeek; the 


gu water z *and juſt as they were cxpreſh;2ohje 
"ry (ir (lie as when one cate up 4 Ria 


th te th ut 


_ Sw a; pe 24 >. A | . _ 
5 "i * Monſieur de "Remy. 3 3 
* its ing-head ) was to ) ſeek Jeſus | Chrilt from rhe 
ED of his Pima 16 poine of his 
3 When (er down in > Throne at 0 optighe 
© hand of his Father, whence he ſends his 

© animate his Church, and entiver thoſe rhat are his : 
* {aw that there indeed was the Source, whence the 
{ rings of living waters do flow to us, and that thi 

we were to make our addtefles. 

| could feport here more ſuch touches, with which 
his letters to his DireQor were belpringked : bur I be- 
_—_ ] have given enough for the pry > ot evis 

his diſpoſttion —_—_ out L 
ba him. 

When he wrote to other perſons, he a5 infert- 
6d" fomething of our Lord, to excite theny ro bind 
themſelves to him, and to propoſe him to thetwſelycs 
in all things, as a tnodel of their ations 

© -- "One white he writes th 


us. 
_ Let us forger all, ro think of this faith which ak 


alliance between God and us through gh Jeſs 

* who is come to publiſh this rruth, w he ha 
*ſealed with his blood, and which he will conſuns- 
* mate in his glory, at that time when we ſhall appeat 
to have becn faichful in following his Spirit : Let us 
« $oafer, and with Jeſus Chriſt to God, for heis our 


Ariothet while thus, 
Tiga thi admirable, that ic hath pleaſed God 
* to-ſnd' us his co'rhe enie that we may: not look 
*oh himany mote as or Citator only 3 bur alfo 


_ oonco this we have oohero hh in, wn him, Fer om 


this tire bs roy Nom and' it is cettain, that he 
©dets us a# hi <hlden in the perſoti of his Son Ij- 
CArnate # 


% 2+ 2h - 
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34 The Holy Life of Chap. IV, 
+ carnare : But the thing of importan is a tirm 
* uniting of -our {elves to this Son, ori chee tl 
©of wg {1 Sy within this of ours, by the dire 
* tion of. his Spirit. | 


Thus alfo in another Letter, 

© Ler Jeſus Chriſt be in each of us our bond, our 
© ſoul, our life, as he is our pattern: Let's rake a nearer 
* view of this Holy Original, enter into- his Princi- 
pi, lay hold on hisdetires, execute his works, and 
* ket men know that we are Chriſtians. | 

Writing to another he ſpake thus, 

© ] adore and bleſs with all my hearr, our Lord Je 
* ſus Chriſt, for that he opens you his heart, ro pob 
*ſeſfs wholly yours : he will make-it to dye, and will 
* reduce it to a holy Poverty, which ſhall cauſe you 
*to raſte the true Life, and complete Riches, and to 
*avow that ir is a great mercy to belong to Jelu 
* Chriſt: I beſeech him to beſtow on you his moſt ſan- 
tay rants and chat we may both dye well, and 
+ live well, by his Spirit: Ler us enter into this Spirit 
* which will give us the Sentiments, and the Energie 
© of the Children of God : All other preſence and ap 
* plication ro the Divine Majeſty which is nor by thi 
* union of the. Soul *to Jeſus Chriſt, is only of the 
* creatute xowards the Creator, which carries indeed 
oe, but gives not the life and approaches of 
_ —_ rowards God their Father, where being 
* united to the Interior operations of Jeſus Chriſt 
* we find there, the afſeftions of true chi Cc 
© <——_— have, but by being united to the true 


Let. us end with that, which a perſon, xo whoa 
he unbolom'd himſelf, confidently in this mater 
reports of him { This raxc many ſaid; he , apyca 


%., 
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ed rouched with a very tender and fervent love 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : I have” vbſtt- 
ved, that his Converſations and Diſcourſes did 
ſhoot always at this mark, to imprint in ſouls the 
WH knowledge and love of out Lord with true foli- 
'W dicy. In diſcoutſe with him, 1 had often from him 
WH theſe words: 


; © Tavow thar 1 haye no gull in any thing, where 1 

© firi& not Jeſus Chriſt; and tot a ſoul that ipeaks nor 
© of him, or in which we cannot tafte any ctiect © 
* grace, flowing from his Spirir (which is the princi- 
© pal of operations, both inward and outwatd, that 
' are ſolidly Chriſtians) ſpeak not to me at all of fuch 
*a one: Could I, as I may fo fay, behold both mi- 
* racles and wonders there, ad yet not Jeſus Chriſt, 
* nor hear any talk of him, I count all but amuſe- 
* ment of ſpirit, loſs of time, and a yery dangerous 
© Precipice. 


And ar ſevetal other times he ſaid, 

* Let us love Jeſus Chriſt, let us unite out ſelves - 
* to his Spirit and Grace, miſerable ſinner, as I amy 
*who love him not, yet ſhould I be nwch joy'd at 
*laſt, ro ſee my defefts ſupplied by others that 
*loye him fervently ; bur I am too unworthy to ob- 
*faina matter ſo great, and wherein my ſelf do! bear 
* ſo {mall a part. 

Seeing then this faithful ſervant and followet 6f 
Chriſt ſefts had ſo ſtrong an application, and intimate 
emion wich his Divine Lord (as "is ezlic to gather 
from what bath been ſpoken ) we cannot bur aſcribe to 
this f pli 1 | 
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and union, all his yerwes, which 
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ing now to ſpeak of in ſeveral, and to look. 
n,'as cfledts of this cauſe, ſtreams of this 
; and branches of this Stem. 


PART. IL 


His Vertnes in particular, and firſt, 
the Vertues which did perfef# bim 
m regard of bimſetf. 


dd. y _ 


{*CHAEPF. L 


- His Penances and Auſterities. 


S OUR fleſh and ſenſes are by' their na- 
A ture, and more by their corruption, very 
polire to a Spiritual Lite z and among the 
enemies of our weal and perfettion, none more inmt- 
portunate or more violcut-than they : fo God uterh 
when he intends to cleyate any 10 the accompliſhment 
COS _ thei _ py nh 
t at nning cir cony 3 
Penance, - add tnortification of their bodics: Mh 
de Remy «> rr by God to this , and 
_ y this $ 
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= herefore rofaſteyery day, making bur 
ptr he continued dryers years, until he 
otherwiſe, and to take more nouriſh 
ment, ro be the berter able zo undergo the great la- 
bours he undertook for his neighbour. Some days in 
the week, he wore an iron Girdle, ſer with a double 
Sondra L prickles, and a braceler of the ſame ;' on 
other days diſciplin d himſelt rigorouſly, & ar ſorne 
ſis" wore haircloath, havin os = Nl brealt 
2 Crucifix, reaching to romof his ſtomac 
the nails whereof being on rms at ,efitred into his Fr 
—_— he wentinto the Countrey, and was come 
his Inn, he would go into the Kirchin, ro cat there, 
if i might be, among ſervants, 'and other mean per- 
: and thar for = _—_— both there to mortific his 
_ tof] gras thing to thoſe poor 
: - inde conſtrained him to take his 
his ſervants, tolie in other roo 
If er the night in a chair, or caſt himſelf 
in his cloathes , and boots , which was his 
ill death. 
come to Satin, where I was, and a Lady 
'the chief of the Town) having prepared a 
bedin a brave Chamber for him, m honour - 
his vertye and quality, he 'was 'much troubled, and 
would nor ar all uſe i, - rn laid him down' upon 'a 
- bench, 9s day her y as beirg munch —_ 
me of the Lady for it: ſo thatto en 
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hisown mode that is to fay, whexe he 
wr m1rmae ade yr re [A Pp 


/ HisMotrification in diet was v a 
tl antabray ofthe wrt high, 


ES 6 


Monſieur de Renty. 39. 
miſery came nor, bur by cating. of delicious fruit * 
Yoning it y.on a fiſh-day, one of the guelts 

Doced his Stone obſerved, that all he ate, was 
ſome Pears onely, and that with fo great and 
recolle&ion, thar one might cafily diſcern, that his 
EE Ebrer 
a one of bis fri a man of pi at Caen, 
enterrain'd him one day at dinner with ſome lirtle 
Ceremony as a perſon of qualiry, he ate very litle,and 

e much mortified and a as he 
aketwards, that Chriſtians ſhould be Feaſters; adding, 
that a little would ſuffice, and what a torment it Was 
to him, to be where there was ſo much chear, as a 
thing quite contrary to the poverty of Chriſt ; who 
notwithſtanding ſhould be to us our rule: He 
wouldtell his Grends, that a little bread, a lirtle lard 
A erapon his tend ed with this grace of 
reupon, his friends acquanted wi grace 

Morrtfication in him, rook no more thought concern- 
ing his diet, knowing his beſt entertainment to be the 
meaneſt fare. The perfe&ion of a Chriſtian lite, and 
the-fulfilling of Gods will, was to him (after the ex- 
ample of our Lord) as moſt exquifite and delitious 
meat and viands z and when anygave him _—_ 
ty, or lefr him to his liberty, ro praftiſe this Morrift- 
cation, it pleaſed him rays > 4 Ofren at Paris, 
when ſome deed of charity had drawn him far from 
home, that he could not return to dinner, he would 
ſtep.in (all alone orunknown) to a finall Vitualling- 
houſe, or ſome Bakers ſhop, and make his dinner 
with a piece of bread, and a draught of water, and {0 
very gay and go on With his bulines. 

nd what he praftiſed for the morrifying of his 
Was in like — enſes, the a 
| 4 
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the hearing, the ſmell, and che couch. Pei 


00 Poxtoir, on a very cold day in winter;cand 

at the Carmelire dla he deſired careitlyirhe J 
that was the Door-keeper, to have no fire-made, nog! 
hed prepared for him; and aftcr he had difcourſed 
With ſome of-them, he told the laſt, 'thar he nmſtigg! 
make forme lcle vil (and IE nn che Prifs. 
ners,the poor that were aſhamed to beg,and to employ 
himiclf © famzcacher deeds of chariry, which he ne- 
ver af any rime, how little ſoever was his leis 
ayes) p returned about nine a clock at night, whey 
the went to fay Matins, and without taking any! 
thing co car, went into the Church to his prayors; 

re 


—_— 


which he continued till cleven a clock, and then 
tired ingo hischamber, not ſuffering a fire ro be made' 
for him, although by his own confetfion, the cold did 
de him very much. | _ 

"He conſtantly kept a vigilant eye over himſelf in 
every Fane, Jer Koen _ 7 wm _ meaneſt 

gs, for the mortifying of his body ; daily putrin 

oc {ome hardſhip, or : lealt hindring ir from ſenle 
of pleafure; And ro that end had found out ſome ve- 
| mounen's and ingenious RY bearing continu 
ty aboxt bim the mortification of the Lord Jeſis in bis body 
that the life of Jelus might live and ſhine forth. in it 
well knowing.as the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere (airh, That 
oboſe that are Chrift.s, have crucified the fleſh, with the affitiis 
ons and lift thereof: * "204 
00 T7y tab truth, the more a man is full of one' 
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more doch' be: indi{pole and' oftrange bimiclf from 
this huvdinaced perſcry deat with bi body 
rf | an deal with bis 28 
| Wharloever, content and 


word 104 Confident, thar God had given:kuma grear 
hatred of himfelf:” and chis was advanc'd fo farby his 
fervent and unſariable defire of mortitying himſelf, 


chat 
grow pages im, a famous perſon. of our da 
| the Covent of Beazlhe, Si 
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folations (which may ſweeren Auſteritics to. an un» 
mortified man) bur from the and bottom of 
verrue intirely acquir'd and po | 
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CHAP. IL 
Of his Poverty. 


'F 1. of his Poverty of Spirit. 


" _— 


empty Was #4 
now declare) the firſt of the Beas 
pronouncerh, 

Kingdom of Heaven ; Of 
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Part Il. Monſieur de Renty. 43 
_*I was the . 11 oge Annan, in reading the cight 
© Reari uponthis word Bearitude I crook nonice, 
* that in efte& there werenoorher Bearirudes butthele ; 
«for ifthere had, our Lord wouldbave raughrthem, and 
.* theteforethoſe ought ro be our whole ſtudy : But whar 
* ſhall I ſay 2 we ground nor our {elycs upon them, nor 
« defirethe todoir; butrun-after che Beatirudes of 
*the world and our own Concupiſcence, gui ng'thar 
*which is clear, and given us by our head hel Jets 
*robe in a ſtate of hurley-burley and cootuſ1on, andcon- - 
* ſequently of trouble, danger, and unhappineſs. 

Ic was nor to theſe kind of Bearirudes that he ran, 
bur ro thoſe of the Golpel; and in particular ro the 
firſt, concerning which, lets hear what one faith of 
him, a perſon very credible, and of his intimate ac- 
*W cuaintance. I never ſaw men, faid he, in {o- perfett a 

poverty of ſpirit, nor in ſo ardent a deſire to feel the 
effeQs of ir, as was he : And in the fervour of his de- 
fire, he (aid ro me, 
' *Procure by = prayers, that we may change this 
* formof life, when will you labour with God, that this 
4 my} ? this habit, and this wealth, is to me moſt 
* painful. | 

I have talked ſince hisdeath with a Father, to whom 
he had communicated his inclinations, ro leave all ; 
who-told me, that oneday he deſired of him with many 
re as on his knees, hisadvice in the marrer 4 and 
that hewas never more ſurpriz'd, than to {ce Monſieur 
de Remty at his feet, and in theſe ſentiments of pover- 
'ty: And TI hayec heard him ſay, that the rouch from 
Cod, to { him from the creatures, and ro make 
him-quir the manner of living ſuitable ro his birth, 
was ſo powerful over his ſoul, that if another touch 
from the fame hand had nor kepr hinrback ax the ame 
r bh. » -— time, 
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. Las. 


had abandoned all ; and according tothe es 
S. Alexis, Gr I | 
END SS 
m ig of it, to ke 
the wherein he had placed him which 
him no ſmall croſs, becauie the deſire torment 
is the Soul in proportion to its vcheme. 
not arrive to the poſlcſhon of the thing de 
: But becauſe he was abſolutely conformable 
it was his in all things) to the will of God, t 
re this cro(s,. as wn (605 Pr oe gr 
Peace a per mij ro. whal 
God had ordered. | | 
Another witneſs of like authority, gives him th 
teſtimony. He told me, ſaid he, ofren, in the conf 
dence we had together, rhart he was aſhamed when |} 
entred into his houſe, ro'fee himlelt fo well Jodged in 
this world; and that ir was one of his greateſt affitt 
ons to have ſo much wealth, and. tro be fo much at 
cafe, that he ſhould be raviſhed ro (ce himſelf reduced 
{ tobread and warer, and ro get the ſame by labour, and 
; the fweat of his brows. ing one. day asked hin 
how he could be ſo quiet —— all the faſtidious ac 
Fr ur urylonaayennr ven ay Seer y nc hem 
me, icion thar I w it ſecre 
uarhroogh Gody mercy hefound himlſclt in adiff 
fiction of peace, and ſtate of indifterency in affliction, a 
well as in joy ; and that he had no ſemiments ar 
more of fear or defire of any thing. - And of this, n 
{elf hath ſeen the experience in ſome difficulties, where 
the berter parr of his eſtate ran a great hazard, withot 
any apzarance of the leaſt commorion in him ;' ql 
his words were : | 
" *Sceing God hath given mc che management of.chb 
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= Lwilldoto preſerve it what ſhall bebove me, 
and then-it is all one ro me, whar ſucceſs ſhall follow: 
Another reports thus: He had the Evangelical yo+ 
my pertection, being incirely eſtranged.in ſſqarie 
drthought, inheart and atteftion from all thewealh 

of the world: and he told me, prey ye.» 
roſs, than to have riches ; and that he ſhould be ex- 
rengy glad to. be a and unknown, if it had 
nt will of God. Hence it came, that be bare a 
ind of hoop envy towards the poor, that he deemed 
hem very happy; that in bebolchng them,. he laid 
ſometimes with {1ghing (bur with a ſigh tharone might 

ee came from the bottom of his heart) Ah! that Iam 
eas tcp] that be. honour'd, lov'd, carelgd, and - 
before them, 


ith Jeſus Got 


| GEnT viſiting the poor in the great Holpital 
Wot Caen, he "_ ſeen bare-headed, and on his knees, 
WW upon the floor of -the great Hall, beating i in a Morter 
ome D for the-uſe of the poer ſick ez ſuch 
a ongy; pect and honour tharhe bore to tho , for 

e laboured, that i put him into that po- 


ye: OM an end, let us hear him cell us himſelf his 
ſentiments upon this marter ; and although be 
__ let's make no- ({cruple ro-believe him, as'be- 
moſt worthy at credit. Behold therefore 
wrote to the Nun aboyementioned + -  - 
yeret of the Holy Sacrament: my'mo 
have it in my heart, Oa$oed ox 
i Jeker{ the nn of "Jefus, was one of the 
Wk ics, to Which: mae yamadbtly and. 


4 s 
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| Chap. 1 


he applyed himſelf; as we ſhall fee in its due place 
*wonld have ſomething of me, which he harh a detirel 
* ſhouldbeg of him; and diſpoſe my {el for the obtair 
*ingof it: And | avow to you, thatthe moretherecome 
«to me of the riches of this world, the more cove 
*the maligniry theteto affixed , and that they prodtit 
' © naching butgatrboil and trouble, and afford not muc 
* means of doing good : My heart is moſt ſtronglgyc 
© ried to an effeCtive ſtripping my {elf of all, and to fol 
© Jow him alone ({ceing he is my way)as being the mol 
 yook and depreſied amongſt all his followers. F 
*that] know, that it would be a preſumption to belic 
*m ſelf capable of this eſtate,and a remyration to pur my 
* ſelf upon ir, being at preſent, relared as I ami, I ſhouls 
{*pantand ſigh thitherward very much : that which 
*willdraw hence is this, that being ignorant of the counk 
{ſels of God, I cannorrtell how he will diſpoſe of me fot 
*he furure: andI offer my ſelfupro whatſoever it ſhall 
' pleaſe him, knowing, that with him, I can doey 
* thing ; as withour him, I have neither the power 
*will tor any thing. My moſt dear Siſter, I have great 
<need of doing penance; andto be humbled, Jamgreat 
© aſhamed of wy condition,and of whatT am,]I have rh 
*<ormmodity andabundance of all things of this world; 
© but my family, and eſtateof things permits ir not ro by 
© otherwiſe: and Iſcethe Chutches and the poor upon 
*whom I would beſtow ir all, at leaſt;as muchas I may i 
* juſtice part with, or elſe to be poor, as the poor arc; 
*thar] may be nomore aſhamed of being benter prov 
ded than _ : | 

hits you have his thoughts, which by Gods yes 
tiſfion ate come ro light, ro make us ſee, whar grad 
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 $ 2. His outward Poverty. 


JEbiah eſteem and affeftion which this great ſer- 

vant of God had of the forſaking the goods of 

this world, bcing not able crocontain it lelf within the 

Interior of his ſoul, appear'd ourward and viſible ina 

I eta fe nn CE 
ior in all ways polhble: for, not to 

ifterent from the 

et never 

diveit- 


& of 


wing daily richer in this Exte- 
efletive diminiſhment of what he 
ſcen him ar firſt in Coach with a Page 
, afterwards in - Coach with a 
age, then without Coach on foot with a 


VESTS, 


a. 
YC —— 


"mn Tenoine” Chap. 


> 
Ir 
At. ls. a » . . cx 
_ : 


none fo for us, he endeavoured to pals with as little ash 
could, and to cur oft for his perſon, nor. only ſuper; 


fluous, and che very commodious, bur alf6 wbar 


was norprecitely neceſſary : That walking alone in the 


Fields, his contolarion was, to be there 1n liberty 


on ſpeaks of an 


man did; of which 


erred rome Meerut Mcmorial, whi | 


F have- imder his own hand. 

OF make a reſolution in the preſence ce of my God, 
| Mn ee kn eng Daten res, of Hig 
Bake oy res Ep 

m—_ ED 


_—_— 

his Nativi 
that 
che 


b 


| | 
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*w play the Maſon and the like ; his grace” 
1 w ply in ſame of theſe arts4 Nd lovghe to make 
* av-mriuch azeotint of rheſe ermployments, as of thoſe of 
©atfiſting loules; cor looking upon the thingradebey are 
© it chemſelyes, bur on the the will of God, and what he 
* requires of me: I beitech he Lord from my hearrto 
en M efcin, to this tine : make 

G Mamotial upoh = t which 

cgien urmngs then, os kb x 1643 
*ro ſerve NE es - my Obligation: 


This Was by reſolution and promiſe : Now let w 
look upon the performance. He made a Demeks he” had by | 
Gitry ; Which Wa$- otic of the Demeſns in 

3 and the better to > x a9 with what purity” ot-. 
, fublimiry and di 


of affeftion, hea api himſelf ro ir, I ſhall ſet down 
vitethart« from him concerning it; Mey 8 


- * Blefled for ever be out God, by Chriſt 
© and byallcherig Has hr are fled with bs Sptvie 
*] believe the ordet of God requires of ine 6urward la- 


*-bourg among many ocher wor ſceing neceſfity 
oblis hmne(as Father ke kngs, about a 
hoaſe conflerable for my children, which waslike ro 
Bryn nor been inhabired for a longrime. Tavow 
"hee much long after anothet Edifice, 
hich bil wich mari of homes Br 
upon work as a | 
a tl nub 
revere it, and ap 
tr aid omits ich 


50 be Hel Lifo of. Tap Ws 
* char eelares © liecle 29 tho life of the Spirit, We know.) 
— great Saints, cor- 
; Mules, and Ithatamagrcatſinner, and 
EG ons ere new \tharlam nge 
the ne penis, har © a —_ 


& yt own., Oft 
EEE ares oy 7 


* Don,apd wich 
he application of my {clte to ir, 


In. that of the ig of July, thus he faid; upon te 
fame fubjott: 


*The ame that I live here in this place, I count yery. 


regarding it isordered far the Sane 
p = of the = Ty __* 


a 53 6 6 Ee TOP <4 IE OS. YO PET IO EY J 

© and'makes me meltinto tears, , my eye are io full 
© of them, that very often Ihaye much ado tokrep 
*them ing picrced as I am with love with , reyerence, 
2nd with acknowledgement -of the etfefty: of his 
© xo2dnels, which he renews in me by his inighening 
© preſe1ce, and manitcſtation of his incxplicable 
* which 1 cannorurter. 

\ þ undeeftand hereby, that we are to reckon 
©graces this following 


& 
© our ſelyes(though we preccive ic not) from Tl 
© in things mean and " 


z 


— 
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in his. obedience, and: his) ceo the ardemy 
«God his Father, * (one 1 


And w oncot his heh & him 
F. -—_— O i pake 


<] amherein thisCountrey, i in the midſt of four 4 
© five companies of workmen, to repaira Manfion Houſe 
Renton , Which was ready to fall? 
© Whatcan our ſpiric is work, which following 
ce Spire of Faith, —_ to be a Pilgrim and Stran- 

g—_ z Withour doubt it groans much not at 

mecca digrorctires Hiker 
itsoccupations,as 

Vienna dopenancebylebouring itis decreed by 

* God upon the firſt cranſ{grethon. 


© Theſe —_ - the Meditations which this exccller 
while he was building, and which all Chri 
fs, who are made ro ſertle, not on -catrh but i 
Hows ian Ercrnal Manſion, onght to be enlivene 
with, they are abour the like works. A 


— 


CHAP. II. 


OVERT Y followed the Anflerities and Me 
—_————— I 
with them z and'H 


dcfing withalghat(a 


ſpit 
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ric {poken of by our Lord in the tirſt Beaorude, is 
nothing clſe bur ility 2. v d, there is no 
omen ap 6: more poor in{pirir, thanthetruly 

amble, becauſe rhey account: rhemſelyes to- be no- 
thing, to have nothung, to be able ro do nothing, and 
ro be worth nothing, to be the retule and ——_— 
of the earth; and to have need ot everything, not al- 
ſumifig any praiſe. to themſelves for any thing whar> 
{ocver, Monſieur de Kewy came to this and 
potlefled this Verrue in a - moſt Eminent de- 


ree. | 
? And in , if Humiliry as the all Saints tell us)be 
the foun of Vertne, God. having: a deſign rd 
raiſe up jn him-a magnificent and ſublime. -Place fot 
Verrues and Perfefion, it was neceſſary the founda- 
fion ſhould be laid very low;and his humidity be -ve- 
ry profound: He was roceed:incehis-vernue ſolidly 
that ir was a thing wonderful ; and therein gutted 
a numher of to remarkable-attions, rhat thoſe 
who lived many years wich him, and 11 well 
knew. him, have aſſured us;that uw were 1 rd 
relate them all. | 
Hehad in anexceſſive eſteem this important vertue, 
he loved it with all his hearr, deſired it with extream 
ardor, prayed urgently, and conjured- his friends ro 
beg of God, and obcain ir for him.: And as we (ce the 
ſtonedeſcend with violence, and the waters. fall down 
imperuouſly ; the ſame motion made he roward Hu- 
mility, asto his centre. pon 
of this Sentiment, he wrote thus to one of his 
Confidents : 
* Fave 1 das me, I am moreunfaithful than any 
*cteature of the world: __ my knces,$begof yoorg 
c br; . believe 


C ” * 


ipetrpprrrtttunnntiorot yoo 
54 LIEL "hap: 


believe ic, If our Lord did not ſhew: mewiart 
s nc not be lirle rich ; bur his benign! w 


F ihe his grace fecne wed I 


Is xether he weed chan 
tal reſokwion is in cheſe wor vs che 9 Flg 
We Tomayrbl re en to be lt 


F rle and abjet.inghe 


To another alſo thus: 
© Jamarried tddemandofGod a life nu humbled 


& ome et I find great atrraþ 


Ard! [ have a Paper wrieen with his dwn hand, a 
P n FED his blood which contain ' thele words: ? 


Liberty, O my God, and f you 
tar, which every Chriſtian muſt ave at, 
ron rely rowards you. [nc 


Gaſton Jean Baptiſte. 
I poatfes mnt uſaue ad: Morten 


Th 3 econ ks my ca emer illum. 


3M kinſelf to tack eyen the 
hath cxaleed 


£ 
: 


; Ky & pm the ke wherctore God allo harh 


You ſee here his indlination and anraRive, and a 
reaſon ; for conſidering txrtty thar he hat 
prog wo himfelf ous Lord as a pacrert oy” 


i 
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i wit a dererminate reſolution ro follow hid in 


- whatſoever he could. And that {coondly is 
the proper Verrue of Jeſus Chriſt, 2s S. Bernard, Ned cher 


S. Pax, calls it : he therelore embraced this this Hy 

with his whole affeQion, gave himſelf up to ir wi 
all his forces, and practiſed ir in its_utmoſt Jarirude, 
ws we. are going now to ſee, by that which fol- 


Bur before we behold him in the afti ef 


Verne let us liſten to what he reaches, ow 
f Humility ; ſad he, is the Baſts which 
* upholds the whole work of God in us, IHE 
it 


he gives us concerning it. 
* Creature ſo naked, and fo wes ole from 
* it leaves it not the power to mak 

© upon it ſelf, bur renders it ſo caktn wy it pd 
© of God, that it becomes loſt, in reverence 


i © ſelf-abaſement and ann{hilacion. 'T hisis the of 
MW Chriſtians in their orice rs bg, 
"© cd of all, cfteem themlelves bor 2 Ng, Yey 


* puff of being which having nothing 
* ceived from God, hath not finor; JKnonhyha 

(for God: Its a brave humility to fer nothing in _ 
© ſelf bur Norhingneſs ; and he that ſees not there no- 
* thing, ſees nor there any thing at all. So the foul 

* which ſees nothing in it ſelf, findesnothing in it If 

*bortom ny and by his means, always poſts þ "4 > 
e couched with a ore, the t 
; * having ber entombred wb al forts of and 
Ana afrerward difingaged of thetn, would 
th turn on her Notch, and thicherward 


= 


ch 
mma ou rm pi on om Yen ® 


Thus * 


56 _WhMeb Lyroft Chap-i 
gore oy hs poſi nod ene ale any ! 


Cod in fs Ma oching in it (elf,- and 
God in | 


s . 1. His Humblenefs of Heart. 


Haim ' may be divided into three forts ; The 
of the heart, of the words, and of 

=o works And ſeeing the humility of the beart, 

pal and true one, of which alone, our Lon 


: EE lamplar, and of which the two othe 


yok ar Ore 


| de Bars Mor oarbfnrÞs 

- And Fe By ns, o the ſera of ou 
| and of the abs of the will, bow 

to þe well acquainted, 
Ag Hof benklt and chat he is 6 mac 

and fin; and in con 

feos lg emit Ln OT boo. 
| Dnel Ed rg h of all eſteem 


r of Jeſus Chr 
an opinion 4 hirmfe 


- 
* 


ep 


JED 


rlgK ſome of. hi 


paris which pipally he gaye þigallſi 
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hum 
gg 
EEE 

W W. 
_ ich bee bn et uk 


e God and the ES , but aſtcr 
ch manner, ane, { hav never {cen in any man what- 
forver, alczough becn acquainted wich _—_ 
y ſouls : The bl] hav of God humbled him, 
toan abyls or immeaſurable depth ; 


| ; * And is tacre { ſaid he , one day to me ) any ching 
in che preſence of that Grearnef: 2 1 ſee my { 
ſo liztle, ſo lictle, and nothing; 


Aud afterwards being Slevajed tp God in this Snei- 
ment of lictlenels, he (aid 


F.\ mote in the Sun is very little, but veto: far 
*lehy inthe preſence of God, tor lamnorany thing. 


*” 100A humbling himſelf in another ſenſe, he 


« ;T amtoo much ; I eee 
Ap [amo much; T qo a | 


- And befides he wroze ro che fne pexfon this: 


co Merhinks I break my ſelf ip pieces before God, as 
picces wich my foorupon the 


in 
ons al Hh ken of that have ſoomþ 86a 
Rape, is a ſtrange Thing. rage? 
1s 


þ "_ "+. \ y * g . 
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hehad of hin 


but that he ought rather to contain hi in ſilence! 
= And fo, he ſpake not of God, without ſome particulat 
inducement thar our Lord gave him, either for che ne 
ceſſity of his neighbour, or tor ſome other good which 
God would draw thence for his glory ; keeping a di 
ſtance from this diſcourſe out of humility, as if be | 
not known how to ſpeak two words of him. Ina Le 
ter to another, he ſaid : 


— GS .. cc oe Bo a —} Awww w—__ = 


This tumiliry-of heart, Was general it him. becan 
he praftiſcd it i ing, there being oal 
i nds Teiſing Apayp 3-3 He abaſed 

elf. much, in the conſideration of- the feeblenth 
of our nature; whereof he wrote to me one day thi” 
t: : © "1.4 


c Lil” 


© $, Perer anſwers him, why cannot 7 follow 1 Fovriow > 

*I am ready to give my life for you. Thou give 

« DI me (repliesour Lord) I tell 'you in wrath, the 

ſhall nor Crow, bur thou ſhak deny me thrice: 

s $7 Peter not underſtanding theſe words, continues in 

© rhe proteſting of his fideliry and upon occaſion of 
rehending of our Lord, draws his Sword, and 

i Lori irnor agam,till our Lord commands him : He 

< follows him, and forſakes him nort,thus apprehended 

: * bur yct afrerward, he denics him upon the bare ER 
© of a maid ſervant 


RT if were farhfa therein: Fhavefore 
$ ene we when _—_— my whole body is craffyd, 
* bruiſed, annihilar ed, and my incerior much more, 


To aoder jerſe he wrote: 
* Pitty iristo feeman and his i 


' 
mayneither 
II. - 


.6o IF = 


Thar no fc  raghe Bory io bis char being 
n___ EET 

*2rall] Loo EI ny 

© holineſs time of our redemption, tha 

*is to ny ogg dal operas pry yen 

that glorierh, ler him glory in the Lord. 


ſe 1 wc rug FOOT" ag PrP 
: our , and the of our G 
. "The Ra ofourpovery, and te 6 8 
ral 
þ inabilicyto and inthistrut 
. © that ſhe never hath been, nar can be, bur rerardme 
F and diminution to the operation of God in her. 1 


MA Cagaiecg: - bor {acky ang fs, amb 
him. ſtrangely ( as in are the maſt ju 
cauſes a man can gs humiliatioa ) mad 
im Write one day to me thus : 


<1 Jaflure you, Llack for no marcer to make me hu 
and to labour in good carneſt, to corrett 

, with patience, for I experiment 

F *elearly, that we labour and wiſh earneſtly 
© gxxourofourim ion, our Lord ſomerimes leq 
NINO SO HLT.0E:W 1c 


| He deſired o be dverriſed of, and reprhened i 

his faults, and we ſhall ſee now whar he obſer\ 
Senngar the began of his of his of to 0.0 

uch below hes loner home Dicer a 
vertiſchim,ifheſfaw w any thing ig himthat was our; 


-”, 


—— 
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living and tt 

us: I the bigheſt Ge of Ne 
can mount to : a 
min;tharon ſhould call-hins Mon 


Believe me, [pray you, it Þ Ge of I 
the Monſiexr , which bai rected fie; Ines ag 
drrvin which eſe 


ey 6 that be would ts 
the te of Margucs { which was 'dne:to him, as 


regard rhe / 

oof ofyutrrery anruaogy v chr a Marquifate ) and. my 4 
nt Ky Rb way 
For che graces cblaiiw a 7 ; werb uo 
ceived in el well One od d chey'Ir | 1 
clevateche-Soul ane 2, v exiDiet Cot, an 
co abaſc it to it ſelf. And. a. his anwiliry made 
ew be no ent Coranth 
bath rob'd wats howkerats th pe | 


been 


. 


Ls 
L of 


= 

” 7 ® 
, . pyts , » © + - Ma I . 
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/ Sangadly, when! be 
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: one readred him any bovour, where- 
ortha ns of the hanes, and 


«ck tru Source 3 __ 
c great . goods, Which 
TT 


rn, 


Teome beet, dk with pain, the decownt that you m, y of 
Ee es 
| enuibiletien of exe ſelves.” O my God, when wil i 
wy then we Gel have we mane @ ſighs apar. or ſaloer, when 


ook me wore of onr ſibes, and when ol Yeni fel 
+ And be wrote to another : | 
eta me, ſeremy nf, an 
FEE hanna chr of a th Pick 
In 


© Telly Loo Gap 


| "Tn the third place, he - eſteemed hirpich molt :up 
of the Graces-and Favours: of God, and.by 

lieved there was not one of them, how little 
it were, bur was fat aboye his merits z and for th 
gredr ones, he was {o-full of, th SO LeTEBUY 
on-plus.- He wrote 'to/ a 7 


: 


The Gifis of God ae ſametimet ſo great, that they put v 
as I may ſo ſay, beyond- our' ſtoves ( ani if it were 

we coluld find means - t0 recoil our ſelves flrther off, than 
youd Nethingreſs ) we fhout# ds i. Tax ſee among 
that rphen one receives # Gift that bears ſomie Proportion 
bins, be renders Thanks and - Acknowledgemcrt to the pid 
for it: but if a Prince be Libival to' JHoy "man, accordiy 
t» the Grandentr of bis own- Power, whather it be a Suu 
Money, or a Place, you ſhall ſee this poor man recoil, and þ 
Aldſr, my Lord, I think, 'you Raf 7 en ye 
fo nitch, Tam whnworthy of it : In like manner, there's 
Bleſſings that go beyond or ExpeF ations, or. Capacities 
which make us ſee what we are, withoug| daring to » bs. 
our Eyes towar1s them, their brightixſs doth ſo 
duals, and their greatmſ7 ſo much aftoniſh. L 


In fine, he humblcd' Hichſelf ahnhyv for ths _— 
of God, becauſe he thought thar cither by his{loth | 
wasnot'anfwerablc'ro their exrenr 5 or thar STI 
miſery of nature, heruled them, MED 
fome part of 'thceir force, as it 
the Levant, which removyed/into a 


chroughtdur:ſenſes, ho ore | 
din thar the Divine and Spriual things xf Ga Ic 
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yl there. become enfeebled.. Theſe I 


: contiderarions 
him moſt humble, even in the greareſt gifts 
of Gods _ in things of moſt fublimity: 


F 5. The purſuance of bis Humility in - 


_ heart, 


FE che AﬀedFions webear to any ; ace _— 
founded upon the eſteem we of its { 
my? de Renty, eſteeming cam lo _ L: 
ir conſequence ercof; + 
rremely abaſc —_ vilipend himſelt within his hearr £ 
This he did in every thing; and one bf. his ſtrongeſt 
inclinations, according to Grace (* which is a great 
token of the Spirit of God in a Soul) was to be 
always condemning of himſelf; 


He Wrote to his Dirc&tor | 
Thang at the ſame tine tive 6 
the one, to avow to you, with 
Gol, that be fills me with effetis of 
of bis Kingdom ,. and the other, that I am more 


to cohdenen, than to regard the 
gi whey ger reg m7 fly for pe 


 Anather after ſome { whim of 
prox enlightnings ealighentnd and Do which = 


to him he cold him; 

- -Ereff nat xpon. all this ; [ told you only what is paſt, to rew« 
res = rare Br ay 
condemn ney of Vieer, ſkeſending it as 10 things 

entmining i te Gd. 


yo) | | 
IK {- He 
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| He wrote to .another Confident : | 
Wu un rn meme peter = 
FI in f all ce, but e wy 
Creda "ergy this cull be tg If; it 
great Alaſs, if no body endur'd me, and all 
el pow; me, ; {ob wid 0 A 


Teen by = =_ | bad at _ deſir 
though always with- his ordinary tranquillity, ar 
giving. himſll up 10 the orders of God) to. rece 

diſgrace: | 


If 1 were 10 wiſh any thing, is fonld. be, to be 
humbled and unllified, and to be treated as an off ſcoring h 
«bers : This would ſe <2. repre. tet 


great a favour. 


This defire carried him to ſuch a point, that | ! | 
he nor been with-held with the conſideration « 


er good, he —__— thi 
GiCeſtremed and 07-bit r 


__ and abundarive, of | his Ci he faid thus | 


'T brat hve great pleaſare, if it were permitted _ 
go naked in wy ſhirt through the Streets of Paris, to n 
my ſelf diſebeen'd aw! taken for a Fool. 


Whence we wn meaecrt yes 7 : the 1 ir 
affeCtions and defires; fo + —_— COMM 
+ apy ry —— 

t; as this here which he gaye to Monk 
I , and. which was , before him' alſo, in « 
er S. Iouatius The ſecond is, that we muſt: 


w— > 
7\ 


. ——_— __—— " 
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avall bs xrninn fock defoee, oli hekere þ anc 
they have ber 091 wy 5 war wag and juſtly wei 
in” oe ball e- of Charity, and editication of ous 


This burning delire which he had to be difeſteen'd, 
made him {eek for, and love his own abjeftion, and 
when it came,'to take ir, not only with patience, bug 
alfo ( which is-che higheſt ſtep that one can moung 
in humility) With joy. He gave an evidens __ 

teſtimony thereof in. the firſt | 
made to Dior, Whither a Suit that he had | + 
Lady his Mother, and which to Tl noi EXtFan 
ordinary diſpenſation of God, was one of the greateſt 
exerciſes of arience and Humiliation, _ he under- 
went in all his. Life ( of which] : more at 
large in the following Chaptet ) ged him to 
'o : fot thus he Wrote to his Diete, the -24th. of 


ly, 1643 


I am at Dijon ni, ſeeing God is fo pleaſed; wierd 
have learnt it by the prejudicate pry chr 
n'd conderning we, what it is that God wenuld «raw from 
journey; wbieb 14, that I lad a Life ſecret and 
) men in Pp ucans, The bruit which they ba4 
Pread concerning me was, that I was a Bigot, an4 ba1 not 
Artifices, ord ſhews of Devotion, for the ur ay ym 
wehtineſs ; that indeed 1 bave hept my ſelf much private 
r my Cl , My of fear to give; by coming abraad, rather 
| — youe 1 rate I bave fold 4 ge+ 
againſt me, though ſuch = frmmins 
bat BEE p_ -_ drvers good Reaſons ta | 
but have found. the 
y 2 oy 2r; tals deed LG 
F > favours, 


—_— kw MM Lo. 
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Þ I beve berw to fee them, where I bave recerved E 
ſelf i "dba apnenroec. 
wy ſelf in any me ento tf 
I bave te hn mg =o ares; ” 
for any thing elſe, I male it matter of Confuſion and Hu 
whation, @s I onght to do : T ſhall be here, I b lieve, at one 
* conmunniicate; an1 the Scape-Goat of the Ola Lew, chaſed 
into the Wildernsſs for my enormous Sins, for which 1 
of Opinion Go1 would have me do Penawe, not 7 
pain meh, bus by ach as withal brings ſhame 
fion with it : I tell yew this, to render you (ome Accon 
wet dwelling on it any longer ſole ſcape bet To 
_— ay Fa. z my ſole ſcope being | 


$ 3- His Humiliy © it Words. 


HE Humiliry of heart in which Monſieur & 

Remy a deeply rooted, produced in him t 
Humilicy of Speech, which hindred him ever fre 
ſpeaking an word thar favoured of vaunting, or chaff 
carried the leaſt tincture of arrogance, and eſteem 
himſelf, or which was uttered in a haughty mannaÞ. 
jo mg we pray Gr Concabet'y oy WAY 
my were em tempered Wi i 

Model and Neb Pr #3 ones low 


ranty 
did >See, Las SED 
and Titles : we have (cen hereof alrcady 444 


before, wherero we will add alfo this, w 
ro a cerrain Petſon : 
T am, to ſpeak, the Truth, but an Idiot, @ poor | 
a Sum:r. wil 
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. Writing to a Prieſt, he ſaid : Ra 
What do I( an nenchan One, a4 a Plebeian in Grace, and 
+ Condition ) in the Church , who Live in a State that 
Pſi Chrift refuſed for bimſelf ? I fpeak, to a Prift, and to 
Ano'nted of the Lord, my Gods if I ſhould maky @ re- 

dion upon my ſelf , what ſhield T be before my own 
yes ? What am I then before thine, and thoſe of thy 

ervants. 
Hz wrote to another perſon : 

I thank you for thoſe” D-voirs of Devotion, which you 
we tendred theſe twnty four twenty frve days laſt 
x, for s thing ſo baſe as my ſelf, who deſerve no room, but 
g the Children of Adam, tht deceive all the worl1, 


{ who have rcaſon to fear the Anger of all the Children 
Grd, if the Prayer of bis Son upon the Croſs had wt im- 
d Forgiveneſs for bis Perſecntors. 


And to another alſo : 

Sering I am born with ſo willingly, end that you perſe- 
to defire this of me, I beſeech my Lord, in #he band 
difp!ing of whom I would be wholly, that he make uſe 

if it pleaſ« bm) of this- miſerable Ruſh, for the giving 
ſome Conſolation , in the Life of bis Children, an the 
uys which may lead you to the Inbcritance. 


He writ a great number of Letters, and it isa won- 
thing, that there is nox among them ſo much 

os one, in he doth not vilihe bimſelf , and 
hich carries- o®-with -it- ſome touch of humility ; 
id he did-the-fame too in all his Converfation:* 

' ' he had a defign wo annihilate hiniſelf 

D < which generally ſpeaking, 

( except in occurrences 

Ware verrue obliges us _— —— 
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ipeak nothing of himſelf ar all , neicher good nar 
il, yer was to him almoſt impoihble vo rerain hi 
ſvif from ir, in a that excecding low opinig 
and diſzefteem he had of himſelf 5 whereupon wha 
a Confident of his, ſaid one day ts him, this wast 
well done to ſpeak ill of yout ſelf, he prelenty 
{mort his avowing, He 4id ill. ) 
Irs true, that a man may ſpeak ill of himſelf through 
Pride, ypon delign to kim offto himſelf by this fall 
Humlicy, a little Glory, and to pct ſbrve Reputal 
oh of an Humble Perſon : | but when all is done, 1 
find nor that the Proud are much ſobject to this fat 
at leaft ehus mach we ſhall find, that it is very ha 
to ſpeak of ones (elf from {o great depth of Humnil 
as did this man of God. 
Who indeed ſpakeof himfUlt very i1], and in tery 
of | confuſion, and very often z but yet nc 
Wi ding, without moleſtation orantoying of : 
one, 'atid in Tach a manner, that we might evident 
__ he ſpake from the bottom of his hearr, u 
Eid mes oY And thax which is yer more wonde 
__u ad ſuch a grace of ſpeaking ill of himſel 
d rohis confuſion, that many havemarked and a 
p—_— that the wbrds of Hurnility and Conks 
Aion which he faid of himſelf, did imprint the fant 
Hip in'them that heard him, bringing into ch6t 


F When by the particular - rhotion ofthe Holy 'Ghef 
he fpake &f ach Graces and Mutcies a5 'God h 
ſhewed ith, it was always wich bn bathed and {dl 
anullig fpirh. Hewrote to « perſon tht: 
wit ax 9 o #3 1739 109 DF 77 bo, 


I 


s Y% 


- 
4 


© IT amm1 other than a Sinner, have pity on me, adoring for 
me the goodneſs of God ;, an4 of onr Lor4 ; who, to in 
the terms of the Goſpel, trrns in ſometimes among Smners, 1 
can tell | ſome news of that with Zacheus, but I am con- 
fomnted, for - not producing in dllmy Life, that which bis 
Love and Gratitude male bim ds in a moment. 
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And to another : 

T beſcech our Lord to keep me very low, before him, and be- 
fore you ; for T ought to the ſhame of my Crimes in all 
places, ſeeing I am altogether miſerable ; yet ſs as without 
ceaſing to jn;w with you in ſaying Miſericordias Domini 
in zrernum Cantabo ( I will ſing of the mercies of God for 


- ever. ) 
When he ſpake of pious perſons, joyned with him 
in exerciſes of Chariry, he uſed often theſe terms : 


If IT may be fo bold, T pray you ſalute them from me, 1 
eſteem my ſelf very bappy to be the laſt of that Company, I 
am altogether nncapable and u1worthy of it ( and yet not» 
withſtanding he was the brivger about of it ) 1 ſhall be 
emdemned by you all, if you have not pity on me, and ye- 
derm me from my miſeries. 


$ 4 His Humility in bis Aftions: 


\ ” , > 
ETER the Humility of the Hears and Speech, 
comes that of Agon ;- which Sn 
pratiſed in an excellent manner : We have 

ſeen ir in divers pa 'we ſhall ſeejt agail 


"Tic Toy Tie Chap. 
lacs: WITS al hi ſhall nor doubt to. 


attenniyero all occaſions of 
lun: En him, without 
* Since +» <<. LEEREE ſeryice.cf God, 
nor ſuffer they ſhould carry him any 0d, be 
cuſhion _ Cen ber.eo be pat om by 
regarded, he min elt among anicks a 
mean perſons: z Where he was often crowded and in+ 
commoded as not being known, which he endure 
with-grear delight ; Hz kepr himſelt alway as much 
as he za he ould ( wh the —_— Publican ) ar the lowa 
Church :*And at P:jor, in the Church. 
he Velulines, the Nuns that arrend ar the gare, {pig 
at prayers: at the lower cnd of the Church, wi 
OP grambent i in £m of a croſs, when the people wer 
there with him ; yea, and often | 
| Ea ra propre] before the doox when ic was ſhur, 
might nor, faid he,pur any to the trouble of op 
i he wenr al When heheard high Maſs 
s Pariſh, he went always tothe Off: reory a rogether 
poor pan, and was ſeen ſomerimcs wi 
e tO accompany The holy Sacrament thr 
he frees when nd man of note was there bur hin 


| During th the war at Paris he went hipaſclf rc by 
Ying it t bee 
— tp irtoo ashis ſtr ftrengrh w mit. ſ 


| goo nd adaie when he did the charit a 
ungaztotake wes Ao _hut 

: them m ro carry 
EDS TIS g a 


— — 
X 
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 am—_— When hey Jl - 
tum at the ſame monaltcry, that when he was 

do them the favour jo vilit them, he w come 
l le he real i commg: te an and. incom- 


| ins that he 
muſt cadeavovr to make ie in _ thing. very - 
grid He went therefore thither.on foot, and-xeturn- 
* ed the ſhorreſt days at five or {ix a clock a 
tor and ſomerimes in thawing weather ; be- 
ng told of the great pains he took, he made anſwer 
Se our Lord humbled himſelf, and took troilfome. 
painsfor che good of fouls, in a far other manner ſure, 
4 - 0p ord oy RIG Lo 
g one day to go ſee a perſon of very 
ry, abour a buſinels which much concern 
God, he would not uſe his Coach, alt 
Were to )traverle in a __—_— all Pars, and thar Hon 
it pond down with rain, op othither one foar-z one. 
moripn*d,that he would at lealt let a Cloak be carried 
by a by.a Lackey, to take it when he came thither,agd-not 
preſent him ſelf before rhar perſon in a Cloak ahoge- 
_ wer, and {peak to him 1n 2 lack unſcemlin 
0 not z yer to accommodate his humility 
he caſt that Cloak above his own, and. 
raſtthronghe tf ſo far in this humble ; 
and afterwards in a Noblemans houſe, laid: aſide the 


wer fool, and appeared in the other ordinary one of 


55 behold here another effect of this humility, 
| _—_—_—_ the 29 of December, | 


kh 


- WS op eo_—_— oC " 
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Þ bebover me now, ſaith be, that I render you an Atcomn 
of # buſineſs that paſſed the other day : Madam, my Land 
Chancellor's Lady, ſent me s packet of Letters , wherein 
fotnd ſome from the King with all the Seals and Formalitier, 
whiveln I was mate Cornntellor of State, but my thowghti 
werent taken up at all with the buſmeſs. I ſent bey word, 
that T-yponl1 - aſſume the honour to ſte ber, #0 thank, ber, 
for that my Lo/d Chancellor vouchſafed to think of me ; that 
I bonteerd more than ſo, that which ba4 the mark, of th 
King, and which came from their «hands, than not to yeoervt 
ir with all Reffett : But I'tft bumbly begg'd one thing of 
ber,” that living in @ kinnd of plain and vulgar manner, a I 
hd, for be pelo toe in pod part, f Cd 
chnowledgement premiſe exceed, ations th 
—_ A aid = Accept thoſe Lene! and Fs = 
wit iſe : Some repreſented it to me as & thi 
worth = frveradie pA that a Committinaus might be 
very miceſſary for me in ſome ſort of Oteurrences;, and that 
4 Penfion' of 2000 Livers per Annum, ( «bout 200 Pound 
Sterling) world afford me Ability for #be giving of more 
Alms. 'To the firſt point I Anſwer d, That by the Goodneſs 
of God, T hel no need of it ; and that often, the Commit- 
timuſles prove 2 great vexation to thoſe upon whom they art 
executed : That this fowl be our work,, to bear our on 
little ordinary Croſſes, without laying extraordinary ones vp 
others. "And for the ſecond, that God baving given me mort 
of | Riches, thaw I bed need of, I thought I was not Mey 

—_— but to beep me in my little woy of ; 


to 
you ſee we ſtand ws to this bufineſ3, _ 
cannot be affidted 
of a Coun- 


= TO IER—_Y ui e— 
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75 
my wirilly Nobility #9 God, and this thing bove, would de- 
"Poſe wed of > 3 and nomien'y; + wonkd be hep 06.08 

ing of woe 1 know not were, whith now I {ce not, nor wall 
fee, other things to fax wy "eyes on. - My «fipoſition 
Err Cs 

: y-foroe my , they come 
me, T # uLorp ts real tor _ ol os 

a Caſe will give me fit *» beay. To eonduie 
oo ea in dome di mei, & abfic mmihi 
ploriari nifi in cruce dominineftri ſel Chriſti((Thave 
choſen ro be-a dbor-keeper in the houlg of my God, 
and God forbid thar I ſhould rejoyce it any thing, 
fave in the Croſs of Chrift. 5 So have you the Inclinavions 
T find in wy" ſel 


This was that he writ to him, concluding wich 
theſe words, which with them another touch 
of Humilicy, and much Wiſdom : 


I bave ber w ling the Buſineſs migft be "Contenled for 
the aviding of Oftentation, which is found often in the Re- 
fuſd of things vhat have ſomething of Luſtre, «nil give 
Occafion of Talk. 


And thus he<arried himſelf in that ConjunRture : 
but notwithſtanding , ſometime after, he Was con- 
ſtrained by good Advice, in conſideration of a Bufi- 
neſs that wuch concerned che Glory of God, and 
Relief of the Poor, to Accept of theſe Lexers; and 
that Quality, and to make ule of ir. 


Ih u Paper he wrot to the ſame ,\ I find 
"ou | ; which makes much to our pur- 
: | 


FP I alking 
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ane _day this Lent therow the Streets of Paris, - 
and very poor to look, at, IL re- J 


the Aprftle, 1 Cor. 4- 13. when 
| ot of pt rp World: | 
1) bein fo rei, and the Tt 


vp company with Jeſus Chrit, ſo lovely, an! 
in bis Ignominies and Humiliations : it 
tn gn es well b:gun it. 


The know and marvellous ſenſe that he 
had of yeh > gs of the lowlineſs of Spirit 


0 whither ought to tend and come the true Children 
God, an pri lowers Jes hdry- | 


'Let is be little, and very little : Ob this boly linkaeſs | 
is is 4 great matter, 


From this Spirit it was that he loved low and 
mean things, [nc and ſhun'd whgper 3 was that 
_—_ ge Senor ith it z whether he 
knew, that Nature (in a ſecret reflex upon it (elf) 


; 
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were far below his own 
carefully, rake heed of 


an not. 4s other men. 
TT OE 


| upor his £ 
terms, ang thar with fo much humility, eſpe, des 


ee _y — 
—— 


gem. i each hg, , from diverſe places by 


a number of of every | 

and both of con} py __ 

+ For de palms highly th ths pes ny 
is CyCs 

_ and oh light) in that rec whi be _ 

dred to S. Joſeph, wherewith he was extraordinarily 


openin 
this marter, to a Perſon to whom __ 


—- "3" PIO this morning a 
wr, in the medet ation on the ſnbjeciim and 
the Son of God 3045 pleaſed to render to St. ] 
— Me badins in all things, as 's Child 
what an honour -and grace was it ty this 
but Ob, man ig wont rarer 


known he 7s denn w/f 
Yo ode, how by this ; »1 


rold | 
s Grace, down. or 
1 boch 
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ing i the ffreet where co 
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; Ohe tins, 
fro, ard not 


which he 


. 
4 
- 
- 
© 
_- 
: 
. 
- 
* - | 
” 


c 
4 
, 
e 


| 


: 
'S 


ibm Self-love praker do gfs whe 
| : 2j7 6ltowt | 


IQ 
= 


D - 
.- 


Flom 


te ere hw 
and 


FI [3 
= 


| _ the 


1 Moſer” de Renty. $3 
nn ner ne Cee Ce CC 
they keep #nd conſerve me in God, I am for all that very un 
rea this Grace, but the Centre and the groun1 of it is 
not blatted out of me, and thig, renders me the more culpable, 


Thus we have what was in his Memorial : Let 


reve da CR RR atk Pane 0198, 07 


from communion with che Creqtures,. to whom he 


* Let encilitage our ſehves, 15. hed this Dif woken, 


and bid but ts and intinnate 
ent as Ph, ans ſing ou Fw 


' Floltry, which 
ts the time that 
llorwſhip that is ſo boly and fo de- 
wedble © Lit us quit this, T pray you, aw" learn to court it 
with-our own Maſter, let us well nnderftand our part, or 
own worl4 © af wwe bere Phraſe it ) not that Worl4 1 meany n 
which we do renounce, but that wh. rein the ohildrex of Gol 
do their datic# to their Fath-y. | 


CHAP. 


| of the diſ-efteem be made of the world. 


TRATgs 


our Sek 
the World open 
Lo the World, becaule ( a 
he ſaid ) he was not World. | 
I find written by his own hand. in a Memoriz 
m__ed tn gave to his Dizeftor, this rare and (oli 
IHumination from our Lord in this marter. wa 
ing 
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to make men take another : The which Monkiur & 
Renty knowing very well, ſce what he writes thereof 
cog cercain perſon : | ' 


| | | ſ Y | md , ky | 
g moſt owle. as we wax all 
by conſequence moſt Patent, 3 this Capers gl 


that knew him, will ay, that this is the very pc 
traiture of him in his Native Colours, as being 
very Image of Patience to the Life, having all the 
qualities in a very high degree. He had alſo ma 
other interior qualities neceflary for this Verrue ; | 
thoſe now mentioned concern only the exterior. "Mt 
Perſons that had lived a long time with hin 
and had ſtudied with care all his AQtions, ' h 
heard him lain for any thing wharſoever, ne 
ther for Siclenets nor loſs, nor in any other on 
fiog of ſufferance ; bur they always obſerved in 
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| Feſt 
than another , nor. uled any 
Latery argue a ſpirir over eager and 


10 Pgaz ( which ke aade 
and the laze Fe Coun- 
ay, 


f RDoy, aud beg $0 lic dl = 
he went thither quite 
and by a perſon that led him : 
| he ſuffered rxweam. pain, / Withour -» 
Sever + a- Lata or ; Making the pe lp 6 compratee: 
l Ne ONS grow. whe! and 
6 as a 5D in a moment all on 
. yp told him, that furdly be was 
exed nothing to it, nor , embraced 
___ malking of his Grief, which, aaru- 
y the Sick. delites 5 har enterrained them. With + 
the excdlive Dolours of Jclus Chriſt 
Cahars r-it Was from God, when:a Soul 
for him4 bur in tcrras fo full af fwecenek, 
Ic T wich © ES hana zeal, that the Com 
pa ay Was affeRcd with great Devotion in hearing 


= no Ladics nor able. 50. ge our of him, 
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Manali Kent, 
chiſm, doing ir inſtcad 
Courtcous Nobleman endured all the time, with kn 
adm'rable patience. \ qa , 
- He practiſe this: Vertue with great Care and'Cots 


did, throogh- all che rhungs of this Life, where 
«there is not an binitl ve ontaion of parlenc 
lo that w er happen'd, gc or particulla 
- | os "Wt _ | Narute, his Body 
4 ud gerncnt, , in nations, Defires, D6 
and: thoſe of the - beſt ſorr, every ching thi 
concerned him in whar- way focvery he endeayt 
red to. inaprove” it [towards Grace ,and- Perfectiof 
and poſlels his Soul in Patience and Tranquilh {| 
receivicig and {offering} all withont any alterarion, Wl. 
or being"cither exalted or dejefted by them. i 
* ( 4 » 4 "of 


Pravying'to God before tbe Holy $ ger ament ( ſaith be, i'® 
Memorial” witter bis ornn-bant ) a poor- wian came t0 we'd 
Bag an Alm, at that tinm I applied my ſelf 10 veoolledhimy; 
when men uſe 10 recchv: ſueb interreptions roith ſome” cout 
tra1iftion y and. the 18074 it ſelf implies #8 much , for we cal i 
The-importunicy: of- the Poor : Þ wer given wm | 

£027 rnft ant 


IN 


.the treaſtere, dnl the great ſecret uf the life Piritnal, and ( I 

ſo ſay ) a Paradiſe upon earth. | 
True it is, thas nehing troxbles us, but through our own fanle , 
nd all the vexations which we either = within or vent ont- 
vii dee wie fonarſe, bus the HHiforders of owy tov _ 
iſings,and kgeping our bearts in peace, we nawft "mark this well: 
bat if one hinders us from doing one godl work, - be thereby 
s us the means of prattiſing another. & man ( ſuppoſe )) 
1 you aryay from prayer, or from realing, binders you from 
* execution of ſore gooul deſign you bave for your neighbour : It 
"oy rue but be pres yu withal int0 4 condition of exercifing pa- 
| whith inthis eorjuntUnre, will be bitter more acceptable to 
a1 nre effiacions to perfifFimnatr yo, than all theſe other 
"Ms 4 for in therrthere was foltnd yout own will, biet in theſe, 
e comes tn 4 Self-abnty ation, wheveia-von fiſt; your on : 
1 fall Gut i me; Ont the emprineſ} of v1 ans 
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Saved. * an | 
To onethar ſuffered, he wrote thus: 


* What « Bleſing i i har Cod makes you ſuf 
© whilſt the World Laughs ! if thoſe of the conrani 
© part had ( as you have) their Eyes __ hey 
* would fee a Raviſhing wonder , your (clf ro laupyly 
* in Suffcring, as mm We gm | 
© ing:-you ha your contemn, i 
« cauſe chey underſiand- x nor, and. poor .milc 


cauſe .mi 
*raen, | «pays ook happy in. what 1s un 
© miſery. K 


This great Opinion which he had conceived 


EEE 


a "Iouſw de Renty. = 
rings . made him deſire and thirſt afrer them, 
fo inthe ardor of his wiſh, with that holy 
Woman (to whom he bear Text devoricts ) einher 
ta.dye, or to ſuffer. He wrote ro one thus: | 
T ſee that in a manner, every thing is unprofitable in this 
| every conſolation, every ſweetneſs and joy; 
ah falivre of the recompence which is not due to 
ſcjoern not'in this world, but to: be 
ere; _ to which bufmeſs, pledſures and joys 
ome allay, 4nd binder, without dowebt, the enance front 
G fall and - the Soul from arriving to d degree 
Fon Not that I rs but that theſe things rhay 


amet ard of our infirmity'; which 
bath ned ade 4 ug for the better eddaving' dr andtd- | 

In the Year 1647. April, 30. he wrote thus'to his 
Dire&tor : a. 


I have always before my Eyes my feebleneſt, and that littl? 
which I rexer to. God for bis favoters, which keeps me in ab- 
wgatin ; but yet with great affiance, which carries me to 
Ive, to deciliey, and to obedience ; but ove and obetienct that 

os os more to ſuffer with our Lord : This is my 
rreateſt | onging and attractive ; becauſe wy” every other thing 
we are receivers from God ; but in this here ( although we ' 
ve the Grace to ſuffer ) yet the ſuffer is that which we 
an Property give td Go4, and i4 the jus gage an1 proof 
f ottr Love 


But it is not for all this reaſoning aforeſail1 ; ibat I foul l 
of nh ptr ly ſufferings upon me, but 1 frel my ſelf inwardly 
dined towards it, and flay there. It is about 6 frenghe 

e thit I ba4 ſat a kind of Achnowl:4gement ſuch 

+ Love to our Lorl, ſuffering and offering bimſcIf 10 God his 
atber, and bennine us to himſelf to be but one an4 the 
ame Sacre, thas. I felt my of in an inſtant, and during 
". tht 


{ 


Do we —_ 


_ The Hol Lifaof _ . Chap: 
CREE JEET 


he vertue continues with y 


<a oabrop gave him the Year, 16 


\ by nr ny his Diſpoſitions : he faid, 
hs come into my mind, that the way TY ery | 
| be to 4 6 
d chiar, to 5 the brevd C 
” and laugh, and to lea1 mie 
5 Young. Gallantry ; fr this » 
yea ( without ſpeaking of the Sin 
wo there I very thinght of it makes ine 
for it js tyme, 2 Solitule, F aftings, ind ot things 


are called pres are my Attraftives or Allcrements. 


2 


Find alerina rd, he very wiſely adds : 
Although ry bis feeling, I ceaſe nt to kjow whit 


am, and in all my inclinations and deſires, I taky beed 

to beg 1 oe er the leaſt thing ; an1 when I happen to 

4 , Je, © LETT jerwards, as bevleg dont fol, | 
mech experience of my weakneſs ; ml 

Wh to EX God, for every thing be defires 1, 

top of Heaven to the bottom of Hell; 

wil all, with ym 7 can 41 all, and that ich is ors 

im," is "always ccompanie! with his grace. 

Th by reat I of God inlightned and rouchill 
with £ Juminations and contemplations, ftirr 
up to Tater all. thole he dealt wich, and perſwa 
them it an i unite Genes inrimacely to 0 

Lord tern and crucified c WIE thus to al 


I b:ſiech our Lord fo forti * you more a more with 
graces ;, aid that the more he imprints in you the Chat, 
of big Paſſion, the more he may makg you grow in the 
ſe of your Suffering, to aveompliſh perf ly in your 
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h t well-ſuffer- 
erin ah pm 


Beaxty of Suff ring is in the interior, in the holy 
sf Chrift, who is ( anq it is 4 thi he 


Ts aleays (tudied) 45 will the model 4 the 
ur of che ſame 
pa, cat to ro nt ARE war worl $ 4 


g this a common fayour * is very 
1s rrue; We may (ay that many ſuffef, bur 
- op 4d there are vety few, that (ur in the 
——__ Jeſus Chriſt : very pa mk ſuffer 
UW... a perfect telignment to what F ains 
og en 4 yery few, without ſonje 4 
Tg, in their thoughts Por be 
that { IE ve ae all Hows 
making tcfleftion the! oo, 
pid in his a & 
e and Jub ot), 
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© for him to Exerciſe all his Rights and Power over 


us. 

He fortifies and encourageth in this ſort, a Lady 
much in pain. eh s, 

* Few underſtand the Secret of Chriſtianity ; many; 
© call themſelyes Chriſtians, and few have rhe Spit 
© chereof: many in their Prayers and ordinary A 
© fairs, look upþ to Heaven, but. in their important 
© Aftions, are Children of Nature, not lookin 
© bur on the Earth, whence if they lift up their Eye 
© Heaven, it is but ro complain, and pray him xo cag 
© deſcend ro their defires, and not ro thew rheir'ss 
© ceptance of his : They give ſome {mall chings'y 
© God, but will retain thole which their Love & 
© them to ; and it he ſeparates ther from them, it 
© a violence, and a dif-membring which he muſt ma 
© and. to Which they cannot conſent ; as though t 
© Life of Chriltians were nor a Life of Sacrifice, an 
© an Imitation of Jeſus Chriſi Crucified. a 

© God who knows our wretchednels, takes from 
* for our greater good,, the cauſe of our Evil, a Pare 
© a Child, a , that he may by another El 
© which is AMiCtion, draw us ro himſelf, and 
© us ſeethar allchelc Alliances and Connexions to what 
© ſoever it be, thar ({epatates us from him, are {o ma 
© obſtacles, and of ſo great importance, that one day 
© in the face of all che Creatures, we ſhall con 
© that the greateſt mercy that he ever did us, wasto It 
© us of them: It is a wormi-wood bitrer only to 
* mouth and traſt, but wholſome to the hearr ; killst 
* old 44am, to miake'alive in us, Felits Chriſt ; it* 
© Treat Winter, Which is the aſſurance of che beauty 
« the other ſeaſons: Bur we mult beware, that \ 
* js. given'us out of fayout, we take not as a ay 
«2 | cbat 
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tHhance, or a miſ-forrune; for this would be to turn 
© rhe Remedy into Poyſon, and to receive the Grace 

to chaſe it away. 
| *Lerus enter imothe holy artd adorable diſpoſition, 
which was always in cſus( to uſb illngy, 
irtchonow' of his our Salyation. Is 
thing, ng men knowing, thar 
us Chriſt paſtthorow to was 
pomp and the pak, exe tl 

csand Follo 

on or themſelvesanother Way to wall 
| le greater than the Maſter ? and if the 
y_ paſſed that way, What remains. for 
«the Members ought not they to follow him? Jr 


L : Bleſſed be Gene, the loſs of hong, 
and*of rhe neareſt thin 
1 all Creatures, which nd us bo be toward 
Ch if it (er us ſtreighr, and make us_lift up 


©Eyes to Heaven, and to -acet inrothe defigns chat 
iGod hath over us : Blefled be rhe . the War 


W- and the Famine, and geneta of 
. God which produce theſe Shall ale fon and Salya- 

* tion to us. 
| [Rn in theſe words which he fent to another 


= * While we live here, it is our ſeaſon” of Patience, 
* where Faith and Hope would be unprofitable , it 
"Yall were clear, and nothing cauſed us to Suffer : it is 
in the obſcurity of this diſcrrion, and in all rhe forrs 
*of Tryals, as well from within as withour , that 
ertues are eſtabliſhed in our Souls, and thar 
. and make us hope well of our Salyation. 
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was her doe, and overani 
cotitent' therewith,” demanded *! 
ſon finding, b advice ol learned Ct lo 
IF © bay fo ER o His 
remit the buſineſs to Art 4 
the of tiis mother, thar th 
all, as. ſhe pleaſed, perſons of ability ar 
; 5 of acquaintance, and ſuch ashe Jah 
to detexmine E ve! cr 
4, Heh "ORE : 


po to his 1008 
he to finde them our, and prayec chem ro 


Farell. Monſieur de Remy. 103 
| prtelas y his mother in every thing, that mi ighr 
Reg. be done, without having regatd- to fit 
Which was a requeſt alrogethet extraordinary”, | 
to! ulges, by - of the parries,” and which "well 
ks appear, the affeftions and' 'the honour which 
"Monſic (Sf Now Ore wo bis ee Sui Fe 
from ſecking his own inter 
The day come Whittein theſe Gentlemen 
, were to give or ſentence: whilſt they 'wete 'tr- 
FE in the" framing of ir, the fail Lady wasin 
ne chamber of the houſe, and her ſon, with Madan 
us Lady, and a Genelewidinian, in poor, —_ 


the employment of . her moſt v 
Fray to God for a {uccels of the by to yy ge 


_ 
bes 


d the procurement of peace ; a : this" 
them to ſay with him ſome! hymns, tl 
Art chere,was brought him theaward, ro ſign irs 
Y alk Was ro rohim, and whichHh t heard 'with great 
| nels of ſpirir ; and although i Was not adyatifa- 
to Kini® And that there way'a notable ſorfeittre 
a them that ſhould n nor ſtand tO it; }hefigned i ir with- 
"our diſpme, or endeavour, ro ger! berr terms. ' 
pon this, believing thar his m6ther would be ful- 
I Fatfed, with whit hal been decteed, when'he rc- 
grncd ro his Jodging, he cauſed t6 be ſung Te Dewm 
Tam, begining (it ' firſt himſelf,” arid from his 
hearr® in way of-chank{piving Fir 'this concluſion, 
Which he ſuppoſed would be a bond, of peace berween 
His' morhet and him ,, and a m:ans of living happily 
4s her, the teſt of his days :-Bur:God (to purific 
c him yt more, and to lay a croſs upon his 
"Houle which he bore diyers years in'a moſt holy 
We ſirion) permits, thar.the thing ſhould nor trakeet- 


FE LNIng tOhis moe] b-eauſe His mother nora. 
H4 accounting 
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pecometing hee By ſatisfied with this bs adyaiage which 


aged from nb, gr Ao On 
ec a et Wi 
oriczure for ef, and to ſue rn Ge bp 


6, ache Parliament of Dijon 


Trent rh le for him Ska 


or th andto {weeten her heart towards him; and, 


or the bripging of this abour, he oro 
ſupernagural ; ha ol 


; he made Jong. ares 


- joyning penance thereto; he faſted wich extraor 


nary rigour,and macerated his body with 

rixies, / Hopeng (en would haye regard to theſe a 
ons, and finceriry of his intentions. ' 

* Aker he had thus preparcd himſelf for ſometin 
he went to his mother , and caſt ok on bs 4p 


. before her, with. a revyer 


- miſton able to mollific th Ts, Oe i nant Grew 


which thing he did, not for once onely, bus 6 oft 
and with abundance of tears; and d of her v 
rhe molt efficacions words that he could make ule of 
that ſhe would piled ro take hin and all hi 
family unto her, and etitertain them as ſhe thc a 
meer z and afrer thar, ſhe mighr diſpoſe as ſhe ple 
ot all the goods that his father had ſei him | 

She would not conſentto this ooh gn and realon 
ble requeſt, bur perſiſted in her reſolution ro go1 
Ding; on ſue | js there Uh. which = pores 
thoug 5» an expedient preſented to hin 
have croſt that ape} ver i ſtirr'd out _- Paris, og 
of reſpect ro —w , 'and to com ly with her int 
ſineſs, would not make ute it, bur derermined 

thither, and did fo. 

And this he did, out of a Anion to confuly 
and debaſcment ; Which indeed he met with to pury 
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finding mens minds eepaic TT with a 
Meck fo Fo Or ene that made 
oh picy + to deal fo oo his 
ther, which he cid ed , that he mi be perraker 
of rt eproaches , and Jonoee the ſe ienion of 
the Son. of God,, who came into the world for 
our ſakes , in_the limiliade of ſinful fleſh, and ax- 
TH A criminal, alrhough he was handenice 3 it 
And fo paſſed he here, } fora guilty pet perſon in this 
though he was nor ar all in fault ; bur. on 
jr Iron be therein, ations of Heroical 
| pens « cnt, you ſhall now ſee ſome of them. - ' 
ſon of piety , and Swperiour' of a Religious 
Hans apa acquainting him wich all the evil and ſtrange 
which are ſpread abroad of him in Dijon, 
where none. were to juſtifie him being a meer 
there ; he heard it all} withonr any fign 
o rabon, bu ur With admirable calmneſs. elevated 
_ himſelf > ol in heart and words, and humbled 
bl before him ; wherear ſhe was much edified. 
he demanded , afrer this, whe _ __ been 
put in, any injurious papers a is mother, as 
.was reported, He aofnred No; though Pro- 
Qors ' and © Advocates ſometimes ay, more than 
one would have them , » Ft that 'he had ſeen 
.all the writings, and found them all 'drawn with 
that reſpet, which was duc to a Mother. 
She ask'd' him alſo, if he was not afflifted at 
her manner of ptoceeding* againſt him , ſeeming 
| Ne et. and extraordinary. * 
laid, No, becauſe I ſb muth adore the order of 
God over me , that I cannot be afflicied at that which be 
_— to befal me I am a great ſinner , and therefore — 
pot only my mother , but all the worl4 have juſt canſe 
to toke part againſt LY In 


EEEES never CATERED Go 


is og 


adds in a, ial, how 
ak TEES. out, Way 's of Accord, Niu 
in the world to. wake her” joyn\in ir Fats 
| Keel rhaylha new dibeulges, S*L, when | i 


given her cr th 
br wer in = Big of baſe —_ 
day.to '6ay,, ſelf ſaid . ro Monficur” 
hall. ay the Te:Dewn, ND 
.ended : And one ve day, W 
== "Artiddes would have Sk 
ng jy em Gay horrwtba adin 
came With a plcaſan ele 
- pry her: ro, lay the Je Dum | 
itt is. nome the time $0. ſay the Tel Deum ſaid be, fon 
your had.the . goodneſs to promiſe it : And may I be ſo botd 
48 40. deſire to ſay, it, wth _ you ? | O ,mmhat a great and 
wiſe God baye we ! wh» . knows well b-w to do. all things 
.@. they ought, an when they ought ; mt. according. to or 
, tons, but ta bis Order, which is or Sandification. 
PROOw he ſaid the Te D;wm, with ,a $pirir lo ele- 
vated to. CY  REavc ſufficient evidence pf his being 
wholly, 
And afterward faid : 
Þ is wil OE? wthing be dee, yet it xp4s. very myet 
. to ſay the Tc, Deum, to render thanks to God, for that be 
bath done his pwn Will, and. got that of a "limer, unworthy 
to be beard or gegarted. 
'Fhis ACtion Flled me With admiration. ( wrote 
. this Perſon ). and ſo much the more, becauſe the buſt 
neſs was lieved to. be broken, wichour hopes of 
mm ng up again. And I no leſs admired his. 
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| Monſeenr'de Renty. top 
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in a bulinels that touched him fo near, in that he 
never ſpake word to me of iz, nor of his Mother, 
fave only to defife, that rh&yborh mite be open 
mended to God : And from the ,thar I had 
the honour roſpeak'to him, when Wave Notice 
of the offers that divers paces BY made us to ſerve 


for my mA he) 


he chankr me 


none Webco 

wor ne Sms ing, 
#0 every thing, wiv 

of ever 0 rock itifer Mt, 


"Phete -palt all many. - ofHer 'thidgs/at"Dyjon, 
Gace =; Paris aher yes e/ diffievences, / ep non 
_ of tis" and ditor whictrrequired 
ato dk of (Patience, watkÞaphiichy he pen if 
Frei MA PeefRion. "evtn4o the Aftoriſhment 
of thole 'Who Wete Acqyuainted With che Bulirich. - 
Thr ie s'E - of this | matter we haveſpoken 
fofficiently, id 5; nor, M->nficur-de 'Rentv.cwho 
BH (f as! his: *Ethitienc | 'Vetues qpive' ws "Mifficienc 
ground to believe ) in the Place.of perfe& Charity, 
_—_ | of my defig Rn, ſpeaking more 

\and'bf uſing reſcrvedneſy towards'that Lddy 
to ho Wer all tis: Lite; he'bote- fo mucty Love 2 


Reſpect. 
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CHAP. VI. v7 
A abs > Of his Mortification. 


WHAT we have ſpoken higherto in this Second 
V: Part of the Auſteritics, of the Poycrty, Hu- 
milicy and Patience of Monſicur de Remy, makes ap- 

pear cyidently, ro what height he was morrified, an 
," that he was a true grain of that myſterious wheat 
mentioned by our Saviour, which by. dying brings 

| it 3'y all thi | 

here ſome other 


be my diſciple. 

This excellent Scholar of that great Maſter, having 
well Jearnt his-Leflon, employed all his Care in the 
beginning of his, Converſion, ro morrifie himſelf in 
every thing, to ſubdue his Paſſions, ro regulate his 
motions interioF and exterior, to annthilate his de- 
fires, and to dye to all the inclinations of corrupt 
nature, With f© great faithfulneſs and conſtancy, 
that as ſoon aghe perceived ' her to carry him. to 
any thin widAome imperfeftion, and that his na- 
rural wilt enclined one way, he did the quite con- 
.trafy : And he told an intimate perſon, that pr. | 

under- 


—_ 
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undertaken the endeayour to oppoſe his Nature in 
each thing, by the Grace of God, he had always/ſur- 
mounted it z inſomuch, thar in all things he proceeded 
with a ſpirit of death, and continual Sacrifice, making 
no further uſe of his Paſſions; Senſes, nor of any thing 
in him, but with an Eye always open, to- hinder the 
operations of m_ Nature, and whatever the 
brought thereto of her own, following the Condut 
of our Lord, faying that a man miſt diſengage him- 
ſelf from hamſclf, and eycry Creature, that God 
ys 5 Arr object. | 

ny he performed it exaQly ; for 
when in his Sickneſs he endured moſt ſharp pains, 
he was ſo taken up with God, . and abſtracted from 
them, that he thought not of them. It was impoſ- 
ſible ro find a man more reſeryed , in ſpeaking of 
that which troubled him than he : For as he knew, 
that-Nature is apt to ſeek and comfort it (elf, in dil- 
_—_—_—— that which hurts ſo he deprived her - 
of that {arisfaftion and content, lifting up in the mean 
while his heart to God, and offering hins his pain, 
without otherwiſe dwelling upon it ; bein thar 
Gods work went forward, that the body of in Was in 
deſtroying, and his Sacrifice advancing. 

He that is baptiſed ( ſail he- ) ought to be dead in 
Jeſus: Chrift , and to lead 8 life of \ſuffering, and in this 
Juffering , of application ts God , let is maych on #0 our 
end , which' is ſacrifice in each thing ; in the manner that 
Go4 will bave it, upon the bottom of obedience to his orders, 
and of the ennibilation of our ſelves , in the imitation , 
and by the fpirit of Jeſs Chriſt ; Let ws be ſo many Vitt- 
"img \, entertained , and taken wp with theſe Titerior diſ- 
poſitions and ſentiments , that Chriſt had from his con- 
ception to bis death, and.to the Laſt period of. his offering oe 
&'$3 ence 


—_— add. 


Here it was: he had often. in his: mouth-theie words, 


| Savrifies, Union, minding, wo lay thus, char we: ought 


w- ſtudy ro- enforce out ſebves to-dye in cach. thing/to 
qur ſelves; and for the anaining thereof to. {ac 


w' God our ſpirix , our t, our will, our 
, our affections our defires , our patlions, 


it. 
In thefe apprehenſions , he wrore to a that 
h ich ab6-24 


od in the union , and after the manncs of Jeſus 


3 


ad; tar th dns Lamb ſa ths 
is om in us , by rei in our 
ſouls, and in our bodics , by his grace , that we are 
Prieſts, to offer up our ſclves to him in {acrafice; and 
that by this means we ſhall reign fox ever with him 
incheland of the living: So char chis excellent man, in 
all occaſions where it behoved him rodeny ſomerhing 
this nature, andto dye co himſelf.caſt his eyes upon 
this eſtace of ſacrifice and of vicime, to offer up 
hinfelf xo the glory of God , by the pattern of hus 
Son our Lord. | | 
Thispreat and cootinual care which he had to mor- 
tifie himlelf in each rhing , brought about , that he 
had o tamed hs paſſions , {o regulated the motions 
of his ſoul and body , ſo changed his inclinations , 
and ſubdued his nature , that at lengrh he came to 
fuch « point of Mortification , paflive, and cf death, 
that he felr no more in the ſpirit any ion 20 
any thing painful , and was not .mortified with any 
thing whatſoever : From-thence carne it , that writ- 


ing 20 bis Dire&pr , Sonceraing his dilpaliion , be 
2idy 
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- af; thine tie underfi6oe: tor char 
; becauſe air-where chete is 195 con- 
#4Siba nor refiſtance, ther6-j8 no morrifgation 
ark} When there befel any thing of 2 much- mort. 
4 Fore ratore; ihd would have wuckyd: him mocts, 
i Had b2t os yer alive > himſelf, if any fa 
miliar perſon ſpake ro him of io 'rlneenk; 
he faid fritih *: that i yon ir welt , and 


, that 


FE and whe ae, not NU 
his riathre , nor by 4 kind of f indiflerency , 
whith ſortierithes is found in {pi =oyy 4. 

tis Eabotr ant Vertne, whith had k. or this 

work in hit, and had his Nature 
for they that _ = bw] report, _—_— natu- 
r#ly hewn a {welling, haſty , Haughcy, and jeerin 
n ; Which hc bad lo corrected, or to fy 
X , #hnihilaced, chac in truth it was aniebls 
"_ deDeog Nw of en 
mble, arid r ma core — um- 
bon perfedtion : So that if we conſider him well, 
a fnan may ſay, that he was of a diſpoſition quite | 
contrary, and diametricall fite ro that which 
he —_— from his Mothers Womb ; teaching us 
# Exartiple, fo aflured and ilhaftrions, that a 
man — prevail much over himſelf, if he endea- 
your it ty, and thar, whatever Vice he hath, 
he may at laſt tid himſelf of it, if he force himſelf; 
wy to thole words of our Lord, The King1om 
of Heaven fer Violence, and the Vol-n take it by 
Farce, 


And 


pe l 


—_— 


©. 
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And' therefore, he--recommended _ in- a ſpecial 


manner - this holy courage Fay the - neceſſiry of 
d4 


which we may 
ve made jn true vertue, 


{el{-enforcement ; ag bein 
meaſure what fr we ha 
and a means allo abſolutely neceſlary for the gaini 


devotion , thus *; 
how much t0:þe feared is it , that we cheat our ſelves 

nd, the appearances of devotion , relying 

of piety ; which , it may be , ar 

barely performed , in ſpeculation only , never coming ts 
the prattiſe, nor ta) the conqueſ® over our ſelves. In the 
morning we worſhip Jeſus Chrift , as our Maſter and 
* Direfor ,, and: yet gurr (life all the day following , is na 


direied by. bim ; me look, upon him as our pattern , and 
imitate him not ; -we®take him for our rule and gui e of on 


Aﬀetiions, 'and yet we do not Sacrifice to bim our App 
tites ; we make bim the Model of our Converſation. , which 
yet is, never the more Holy ;, we Promiſe him to Laboxe 
and get above our ſelves , but its no more than imagination 
The truth is , that if we know not our devotion , ratber by the 
worlence and enforcement we make upon our ſelves, and thi 
amswndment of our manners, than by the multiplication an4 ſme 
ple nſage- of ſpiritual. exerciſes , it is to be feared they wil 
he rather pradtices of Condemnation , than of Sandiification 
For after all to what purpoſe all this , if the work, follow nat? 
if we change wt our ſelves,and deſtroy not that which is vitiow 
in our nature ? It ws no otherwiſe , but as if a builder 
pile trgether many materials towards making of a brave Edifiee, 
and yet rever befin it. And yet we ſee the work, of Jeſus Chrif 
is almoſt reiuced to this paſs , amongſi the ſpiritual perſay 
of theſe times. _ S 2 
He ſaid to another , that the love which a Chrilts 
an Soul was obliged to barc ro the yertues wid 


*- 


He .wrote to a perſon that prattiſed 


ad han 2+ is Mi 
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jen Chil hath taught us ; ought not to end in the 
them 


fentiments ot Eſteem and Reſpe&t toward 

+ whereby Souls of the common lort are-cafily 
perſwaded, that they have done thcir dury ; bur 
therein they deceive themſelves, for. that our Lord's 

Will is undoubtedly, that they make a turrher entry 

into the Solidiry of his divine Practices, eſpecially 

it Mortitication, Patience, Poverty, and Renounce- 
' ment of our ſelyes; and that this is the Cauſe why 
there are fo few Souls truly Chriſtian, and ſolidly 
ſpiritual 5 yea even ſometimes among the Religious, 
was this, that men contented themlelves ro make a 
ſtand at this firſt ſtep. ad dacs 

I will end this Chapter, and this Second Part, with 
a Letter which he writ to his Director, who bad 
thought it fi for him to viſit a perſon that had great 
need of Succour and Inſtruftion for ſome f{piritual 
diſpoſitions, which he performed with much {ſucceſs 
and. benediCtion. 

This Lerner datcd the 14+ of May, in the Year 1647. 
Will make us well ſee the great diſengagement thar 
he had from himſelf, and his pertc& Mortitication 
attended with gifts 1heſtimable, and his great lighr 
whereby he cleats and explicates matters of great 
{ubtilry : The tenour is as followeth : | 

* For the Perſon whom you know, and the Viſit 
*I made him, ir is God and your difc&ion that 
* hath done all: I am lo much atraid tomingle there- 
*1n any thing of mine, that going to the place where 
*he is, yer I perceive I ſhall not viſit him, without 
* 2 new Order from you, or that he much defite it: 
*I have not fince that time, fo much as fent any 
: commendations to him, conſidering with my ſelf, 
*that we muſt keep the man reſeryed, and in great 
* ſcbriery : 


| 
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* ſobriery : And" I _ ic fir ro caſt all this upon 
p you, as Ry F —_—_ Ha Father, the 
great im on uls, is the not waiting en 
© on God, the natural dilpolition ſtrugling, —_yY 
© brought into ſubjeftion, comes in with fine pretexts 
| © and thinks to do wonders; and in the mean while 
© it is that which ullics the puriry of the ' Soul, ' tha 
© which troubles its filence, and turns afide its fight 
© from Faith, from Affance, and from Love, whene 
© ir hapneth, that the Father of Lights expreſflcth na 
*in us his Eternal Word, nor prod in us his 
* Spirit of Love. 
© The Incarnation hath merited all, not only for 
© the abolition of our Faults, bur allo for all the dif 
© politions of Grace , whereunto om" Chriſt 
© minded to Aflociate us ; of Which this is the prin 
© pal (and was in him (o far as he was man ) todo 
* nothing our ſelves, but to {peak and aCt according 
© as we receive, knowing that we alone are not to co 
- ©the work; but that the holy Spirit, which is the 
* * Spirit of Jeſus, and which govern'd him in all hi 
* ways, is Within us ; which would ſtamp upon us hi 
* impreſſions, and give us the Lite, the Lite real and 
© experimental of our Faith, if ballaſted and held 
© back by Paticnce, we would but wait his Operation, 
© This is it in which I feel my _ and jo 
*whirher I find a great attraftive: I ſee that which! 
* cannot utter, for I poſſeſs that which I cannor exprek. 
* And the Cauſe ( Father ) why I am fo brief, come 
{ © both from Ignorance, as alſo from a great large- 
F nels of the Divine Goodneſs, which works in me 
* that which I cannot utter. The eftc& of this is,4 


* fulneſs and a fatiating of rhe Truth and clearnels of 


*the Magnificence of God, of the greatneſs of Jeſi 
* Chrif, 


as ws 
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© Chrift, and of the riches which we haye in him z of 
*the moſt holy yuom and of the Saints; one ſees 
© here alt Praiſe and Adoration , and contemplates 
* them within. I tell you hete of many things me 
"ſeems, and yet all this is done with one draught fo 
* ſimple and fo ſtrong in the ſuperiour part of the 
« Spirit, that I am nothing diverted from ir by an 

* exteriour employments : I ſee all, I underſtand all; 
*and I do ( though it be ill) all, that I have to do- 
© This is that I preſent you with, to receive from you 
f InſtruQtion and Cotrettion. 


Thus we ſee the admirable benefits that comme from 
perfet Mortification, and the delicious fruits that are 
mp from this myſterious grain of Wheat when 
It is 


—— 
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PART W 


CHAP. I. 


His application to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in regard of his Neighbour. 


Monſieur Renty was to apply and unite 

| himſelf ro our Saviour, and from that 
union, and his example, toderive all his Vertues and 
Good Works: This was the gencral courſe he held 
'm them; all, to mould hinfelf after him, for the 
compolition of his Exterior and Interior, never taking 
his Eye off this Divine Copy, - endcayouring to 

3 


| E have obeſerved in the Firſt Part of 
\ \ / this Hiſtory, that the grand Exerciſe of 


dray 


| 


% 
PEI —_——_ ——— 


118 The Holy Lifeof Chapl, 


draw cach Line exattly, and penfil his true Linea» 
ments, making him his native and perte& Original. 
This was the _ of all his Deſigns and Care, 
and particularly of his Charity to his Neighbour 
for whith he propounded our Saviour as lus cr 
Exemplar, marking what he had-done, and what 
had ſuffered for men, weighing thoſe AﬀeQtions and 
Tendernefles he bore towards Gem 3 how he fought 


after, and converſed with them ; how he inſtruCted, 
comforted, and encouraged them, ſometimes Re. 


provitig, -otherwhiles Bearing with their Inficmirics, 


and at all times carrying them in his moſt. dear 
embraces, and moſt intimate incloſure of his heart. 

e pondred whar he had delivered concerni 
this vertue of charity , that it was it, that he h 


{ eſtabliſhed as the ground and perfeRion of his new 


Law; having left us this one command more ex- 
_ prelly, which with ſpecial propriety che had rermed 
his own, and the execution whereof he had en- 
forced above all ather: he much thought upon «, 
| how that this maſter had charged us to love our 
neighbour , according ro the model, meaſure ahd 


| faſhion, thar he had loved us : And finally , that 


he had made this yertue, and no other, the diftin&we 


charaQter berwixt ſuch as poſlefſed his ſpirit in truth, 
\ and thoſe that had it only in appearance. | 
Wherefore having well-weighed theſe ations and 
doftrines of our Savionr, and relolyed ro do his ut- 
- moſt. ro render himſelf a good Chriſtian , and his 


- perfect Im1'tator, he derermined as far as he could, 


both ro embrace rhis dodtrine, and follow his aCtions, 
and to love his neighbour wirh the bent and ſpirit 
of ſuch a divine Maſtcr. | 

Writing to Siſter Margeret, a Carmelitc of Beawla 
he ſaid ; I figh 
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I figh after my Saviour Jeſus , deſiring to imitate and 
follow bim whitber be pl:aſeth : I beſeech you by your prayers, 
obtain for me bis Spirit , to be my life, my whole life : figh 
and groen for me after my God, that I may be wholly for 
him , in his Son , that I may follow bim , and not live , 
bue by bis ſpirit, 

And to another perſon, he writ thus : 
' {have ſo griat a view of the love, and of all the 
effedis of the love of the moſt Holy Soul of our Lord, that 
this Interior , (o full of clemency , bounty , and charity , 
makes me concerve far otherwiſe than ever , how that we 
ought - to live of this Divine love even in our deportment to- 
wards men, and how in effei , it is in bim , that the | 
whole Law is accompliſhed in its perfeGion. | 

Furthermore to the ſame paxty , xhus : 

Since God hath manifeſted himſclf F- us 4 bu Son , and 
bath admitted us, through him, into bis grace, and male us 
pertakers of all bss aftions, both towards Go1 an1 man , how 
can we ever quit this bis dear Son ? He that hath- Jeſus Chriſt, 
hath a key which opens many drers , -it diſcovers unto us large 
proſpetis , it enricheth us with vaſt treaſures, and breaks 
open - priſon of mans heart , as being tooſtrait for bus 

B25. . 

And to the ſoene thus alſo : 
Ab, how good "ts that deſart ! when after baptiſm 
w? are condutted thither with our Lord , by the Spirit 
of Gol : Thence t was that our Savionws tame out t9 
converſe with men, to teach "them , and work, their 
ſalvation : Since therefirre we , together with bim , make 
up but one Feſus Chriſt , as having the henour to be 
bis members , we | fhanld live bis life , take on us 
bis Spirit, and walk ms in bis ſteps. 

is was the ground that made this perſet Diſciple 


apply himſelf wich all his power to this aclmirable 
I 4 Charity, 


| 


————,_ 
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Charity , which we are now coming to (peak. of'at 
large, endeayouring in all the commerce he had 
with © men ,*t© unite himlelt 'moſt intimately 6 
our Saviour , rendring himſelf up as an inſtrument 
ro be guided by his hand in the helping of others: 
beleching him to breath upon him his Spirit of 
Charity , recommended ſo much to-us in his word, 
but more in his ations ; and to inflame him with 
this divine fire; which he hath kindled in the mid 
of his Church, to be wholy burnt and conſuned 
with 'it': he conſulted him in all his doubrs cons 
\ ceraing it, begging of him to inſpire; what, and how 
and when, he ſhould ſpeak and att for the good of 
his: neighbour, and that in him, and by him, rhe{s 
might all be done, | 

He look*d upon men, not according to their natural 
qualities , their beauty”, nobilicy', riches , digniries; 
ind wordly 'honors , but according to their mote 
noble relations and thoſe common'to alt; +42. as crex 
tures divine, the 'lively Images of God, created to 
praiſe and love hin to all Erernity,. as dycd and 
parpled in the blood of Jeſus, 'Brothers and Co-heirs 
with him, his Purchaſe and Inheritance, bought with 
the Price of his Lite, and a thougyd dolours; and 
| Whothecrefore mult be infinire]y dear unto him, and 
molt 'pafljonately* beloved of him. © * ©. © + © 

In this Capacity it was, that he beheld men, loving 
and applying trimſelt to their” Necetfiries, and he ar- 
rived by tlic puriry of this condutt co lo far perfedti- 
bn, that as of the one fide he was exrreamly uſeful 
to his Neighbour, and received therein ' wonderful 
bleſſings from God ; fo on the orher,” this Commw 
cation with them, did not difira&, nor bring any 
premidjce to himſelf, but very 'much good. There 
wn = are 
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are that adviſe them, who have to do with others in 
the . matter of their Salvation, eſpecially with ſuch 
from whoſe converie any danger may ariſe, ro con- 

; fider them as Bodies without Souls, or as Souls, with- 
our Bodies, and as pure Spirits. The Counſel is 
wod; ' and ſome make profitable uſe of it ; © but 

eur Rentys view Was, to look upon God and 

Jeſus Chriſt in every man, and to conſider, thar ir 
was wouy oat eear's — of Ec and = 
c is tO falk to them, an orm What 

__ neceſlary tor their Souls and Se ay believin 

- truly, that ie was to God and Chriſt, that he rendre 
chele Affiſtances and Service. And this ſame thought 
is much to be made uſe of, that we may do 
and take no hurt from others ; otherwiſe we ſhall 
hazard our ſelves, and do little good, for when we 
proceed upon the inclinarions and motives of Nature, - 
the EfteAts have a reliſh of their Cauſe, proving no | 
more but Natural, or Vicions, or at moſt indifferent; 
viz; loſs of rime, light diſcourſes, amuſements, cn- 
gagement of AfﬀeCtions, which carry in them much 

WU of ſenſe, and degenerate afterwards into ſomething 

WH worle, whereby inſtead of purifying one another, a 

| man pollutes and undoes himſelf : He that will con- 

| W duft Souls co Chriſt and God, muſt of neceſlity carry 
them through ſuch ways as lead thither. 
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CHAP. II. 
His Charity to his Neighbour taken in 


general. 


ELENG a purpoſe to fpeak of his Charity, 
which this man of God had towards his Nei 
bour, I ſhall ſpzak firſt of it in general, and ſay 
thus much, that it was {o great and enlarged, that 
it ſeemed to have-no bounds ; in that he loved not 
only all Chriſtians and Faichful People, bur even all 
inen, not excepting any, becauſe he held motives in 
all of them of a truc Charity, and Yincere Love, 
looking upon them as Creatures of God, and his 
Chict Workmanſhip, for whom our Saviour became 
man, and laid down his Life, whom he Loved and 
deſired to Save ; theſe all he likewiſe Loved, and 
Laboured their Good : Thy Commandment faith a 
xs exceeding brig { ; the fame dimenſions he preſcri 

to his Charity , Loving the Preſent and Abſcnt, 
Domeſticks and Strangers, Good and Bad, eſteeming 
all according to their Degree, honouring all, (peaking 
well of, and doing good to all, and doing ill to 
none. 

There was not any conſtlerable publick -good 
work *done cither ar Paris, anda great way oft it, 
wherein he had not a grzat ſhare. "There was no 
undertaking there, that tended to the honour of 
God, or good of men, of which he was not either 
the Author, or Promoter, or Finiſher, and very 0 = 
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all theſe: rogether. He was one at all the Meetings 
for Piety, and in many as the Soul and Primum Mo- 
bile; he kept Correſpondence through the whole 
Kingdom, concerning Works of Charity, received 
from all parts Leners, deſiring his Advice in all 
AH 

naries of Religion, Places 
of Deyotion, Fraternities of Verruous Perſons, agree- 
ing to Aſſociare rogether for rhe berter applying 
themlelves ro their own and others Salvation, a 
for the managing all fort of Good Works. 

.One of good Report, writ thus concerning him, 
from. Coen. 

Monſieur Renty was our Support and only Refuge ) 
in the Execution of all our Dcligns, which related | 
to- the Service of God, the Saving of Souls, and Re- ' 
lief of the Poor and Diſtreſſed : To him we wrote * 
continually, as well for the Settling of our Hoſpitals, 
and Houſes for receiving of Looſe Women Con- 
yerted, as alſo for the {uppreting the Infolence. of 
ſome Hereticks, who ſhewed Contempr of the Bleſled 
Sacrament too: openly. Finally, we received Coun- 
fel and Succour from him in all like Occaſions ; in 
which he expreſled a great Zeal tor the Glory of God, 
and extirpation of Vice : Since his Death, wc have 
not met With any ro Whom we could have the 
like recourſe about the things of God. 

Another from D:jpn wrote thus : We cannot but 
acknowledge the great benefit this Province hath re- 
cz;ved from Monſteur Rentvy, wherecver he came ; 
Whercina he hath wond-rfully advanced all Works 
of Picty. We may truly ay, that his days were } 
flled with the plenitule of God 3; and we believe, | 
that he ſcarce loſt one minute of time, in which he !. 
, cirher | 
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cither {pake not, or ated not ſomething reriding | 
to his ſervice. | 


He- applied himſelf to the necefficies of the bug 
ch 
paing 


bk , Tiſh, and captives in Barbary, and of 
ſhons into the Levant ; he took very great 
for the good of the Hoſpital at Marcelles , for the 
relief of Galley-laves ; and contribured much to 
the advancing of the affairs of new France in America: 
he had a deſign likewiſe to purge all Trades and 
ManutaCtures | er coruptions that had grown up- 
on them, ro ReCtifie and SanCtifie them, that men' 
might live upon them like Chriſtians 3 which thi 
he, together with others, had happily. begun, = 
f ei the ſame in rwo of them, as ſhall be ſhew 
creaft2r. kth 
Mercovcr, as one of the great'effefts of Charity 
is Concord and Union, ſo had he a wonderful 
care to conlerve , encreale and perfe& it in him- 
{eli and others; wheretore he lived in perfe& 
amity with. all the world, wich Seculars, Eccleſtaſticks, 
and Religious, eſteeming , reſpefting , and ſpeak- 
ins honourably of them all ; and when any dit 
ference t21] out among them, he was greatly aiflifted 
for. it , endeavouring by all means , to pacifie and 
unire their ſpirits, and to accord their diviſions 3 
knowing, that the God whom we worſhip , is a 
God. of peace, who would have us live in peace, 
and that never any diſcord comes from him , but 
from -the Devil, the ſower of Iares; chat patho 
&_morc oppolice to the (pirit of Chriſtianity, thar 
ſpric. of Unmon and "Love , than Diviſion and 


ckn's in Chatity, making us not live like! 


trochers , bur ſtrangers and enemies; that inſtead! 
ot profiting 1n verme , we nwleiply and encreale 
our 


"4 
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” our fins and vices : The fpirit of the ' new 
Law, is a ſpirit of perfect Charity , and intimate 
Union , that ( as St. Paw! faith ) it makes' no diſ- 

' tintion,, as 'to the heart of Jew nor Gentile ; of 
Barbarian nor Scythian , of bond nor free, bur Jeſus 
Chriſt is all to all, to unite, and cloſe, and oblige 
them all in himſelf : According to which this true 
Chriſtian writeth thus, in one of his lerrers : 

The words which we ought chicfly to imprint upon our bearts, 
are thoſe of mutual love, which our Saviour bequeathed us in 
the cloſe of bis Teſtament ;, this love ſhoul1 inſpirit all Chriſt= 
tans, to perfet them in one, and cauſe them to live and converſe 
together as brethren. and chilaren, yea, as one ſole child of 
God. 

And becauſe this Union with Chriſt our Saviour, 

* to —_ all _—_ , Is the _ _ molt 
neceſſary diſpoſition in ſuch as are employed abour 
the good of their neighbour, ro the end a they 
' may receive from him both light and ſtrength, ro en- 
able them according -to his purpoſes, rogerher with 
his faving ſpirit, to aſliſt and ground them in all ver- 
rues, 7 eſpecially ſuch as qualifie a man for that 
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parpoſe, therefore his urmoſt endeavour was, tounite 

imſelf in{watcly to him, and in all things to aft by 
his Spirit, and to acquire theſe yertues, and render 
himſelf perfe&t in them. 

Theſe vertues are {ct down by St. Paul, in the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians , upon which he made 
frequent refleCtions, and long mcditations; and al- 
though he carried always the New Teflament in 
his pocket, yer thar he might read and conſider 
often, he wrot them down with his- own 

— band, carrying it apart about him : The Contents 
Fhercot were, 


-_ 
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Chari 


Charitss patiens «t : benigna eſt : 

Charitas non emulatur : non agit perperam 7 

Non inflatur, non eft ambitioſs : 
' Non querit que ſunt ſua * non irritatur, Oc. 


- Charity is patient, full of ſweetneſs, envierh 
is not malicious nor hurtful, is neither vain nor _ 
bitiens, ſeeketh not her own Intereſts, is nor froward 
nor cholerick, thinks no il}, bur incerprers all ros- 

ſenſe, rejoycerh nor at- the faults of others; 
ut on the contrary, takes great content in othery 
well-doing, ſuffereth much, believerh all things, not 
out of feeblencſs of ſpirit, but our of Goodneſs and 
Holy Siraplicity ; it its Neighbour mend not pre- 
(ently, hopes always that he will, and in the interim 
bearcth all things trom him. 
Theſe are the Vertues in which he muſt be parts 
| cularly exerciſed, that will deal profitably with his 
Neighbour, withour which 'he labours in Vain 
for experience' will ſhew him, that after much eime 

and pains, he ſhall profit lircle; for the more a 

one 1s filled from God, and animated by the Spirit 

of Jelus Chriſt, the more ſhall he advance hohnels 

in hirlelf, and good in others z yea, though his 

| | words be few and ordinary, for that our Employ- 

| ments receive not their force, from the mouth that 

| age them, as from the diſpoſition of the heart, 
and the Spirit that animates 1t. 

Now as bare Vertue alone, is not ſufficient to con» 

pleat a man for this deſign, bur one mnlt alſo have. 

a Capacity thereunto. So this Charitable = 


beſides thar Capacity wherewith God had abundantly* 
furniſhed him, as well of a great wit piercing, ſolid,” 
welk 
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well diſpoſed, reſolute, laborious and canſtantz and | 


of a body well made, of a good grace and preſence 
and belides the Sciences and fine knowledge which he 
. had learnt in his youth ; he had alſo by his own in- 
duſtry and travel ( being good at every thing ) Jearnc 
ſeveral things, not only for his own ule, bur ro teach 
them to others, whereby to help themſelves, or make 
ſome other uſe of them; as, to let blood, ro make 
medicines for ag of wounds, to compound re- 
| medies for ſeveral diſcaſes, of which he had Books 
' writ with his own hand, which he communicated, 
abaſing himſelf ro learn the meaneſt skills, which 
might any way be uſcful ro others. 
e day in Paris, hecarried a Friend with him to } 
a poor man, Who got his Living with making Hoes 
and wicker baskets, ina Cave into which he entred, 
and in the preſence of his Friend, finiſhed a Hor 
which he had begun ſome days before, with deſign, 
having learned the thing, to teach it ro ſome poor 
le in the Countrey, to help to get their Living: 
he ich the Hot : and a piece of ngoney to boot for 
reaching him, with the poor man, which indeed de- 
ſerved to have been repolited in ſome Cabinet of 
Rarities, or rather in ſome place of Devotion, as a 
glorious Monument of an Heroick Charity. 
Underſtanding when he was zF at Djjn, that the 
Religious Velelines, whom he affected very much, 
provided, our of Charity, Drugs and Medicines - for 
r people ; he was much plcaled with it, and to 
improve their good work, taught the Siſters belonging 
to: the Jafirmary, to make ſome excellent Compo» 
ftions, which had very great Vertue againſt ſeyeral 
" Maladies, preparing them, diſp*nſing and boylin 
them himſelf, Nooping ro the meaneſt and m a 
troubleſome 


—— 
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troubleſome labours, as much as, could be done by 
any ſervant, holding his kead for a long time over 
the ſmoak of thoſe medicins, which ſent-forth mo 
pleaſant fumes, before a great fire, not diliſting till 
all in a \wear, without any word or ſign at all of 
complaining of what he ſuffered. The Religious 
defired him to ſuffer the lay Siſters to belp and 
aſſiſt him, but his mind was ſo fet upon ir; that 


they muſt let him alone, and give place to that: 


fire of Charity, which inflamed him all withi 
and which {weerned unto him, or rather conſt 


all che pains, the outward materia} hre could inflict 


yea, and moreover he urged them our of great "Y 
dence, ro acquaint him with the hours of their 
deyotions, and fer times of their meetings, that he 


__ not divert them from theſe, teing a punaual 
O 


erycr of the time they apointed him, that he 
failed not one minute, though with much difficulty, 


conſidering his ſeveral other employments, ro which 


he ſtood engaged. -v 

The like he oþſerved in all other things, info 
much that he took upon him all ſhapes, tran{ 
formed himſelt into any figure, condeſcended to alf 


accommodations, for. the good of his Neighboury 


and all theſe by vertue of this Celeſtial Fire, which 
melted and caſt him wholly into the mould of Cha- 
rity, his thoughts, words, ations, and each thing in 
him was Charity, which made him fay one day that 
m a Letter ro one of his great Confhdents : | 


Meth nks my Soul a all Charity, and I am nit able to es! 


heart to be renewed in the Divine Life of my new-born San 


preſs with what arlcrey and ſtrange expanſion I find m 1 
our, burning all in Love towards mankin1. # 


"WB Hi 
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" YH. 1% His Charity to the Poor. 
- Feſt of all; concerning. his Chariry and - 
ion to. the par, I ſhall ay this, that Jeſus 
ariſt was not only the fountain from where. this 
Y þracce did flow, bur alſo the motive and objett, 
-1n he beheld bim in them, and [him _ 
bw inagned goed 10 nan pu ſerye purge praond 0 
thoughts ſtayed not upon their torn an - 
ed It,. NOT mon their vide and defrirathe oudlide, 
ich naturally deſpleaſeth che Eye, oftendeth the 
Smell and other Ser &y: By: paikng Jarhet he beheld 
ithin and under theſe, with the Eye of Faith, our 
d Jefus Chrift preſent and dwelling in them 
whonn he eſteemed as his native images, loved and 
valued by him: And as he burned with an ardent 
atteftion coward out Lotd, ſo he loved tenderly the 
poor, ſuccoured. them with all his might, and left 
nothing unattemprted for their ſakes : With meſes, 
and not thoſe of nature, muſt cach one behold the 
 goor, that will love them indeed, and have bowels of 
eaſion, and.a- true reſolyed and conſtant Charity j 
towards £ | F 
KF - Im the ſecond place , reſolving to give you. this F 
b= by xetail, we will begin with that which 


> exerciled in his houſe; where from the year, - 
I, he invited to. dinner poor men, two. in num- 
and ar-firſt rwice every week ; on Judge ate 
idaye + but fiye'or fix. years after, finding himſelf 
muct d in other -{crvices, for .the honour 
= God and good of hip, SObane » he redyced 
them 


[ 
v. 
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themto 0 one day, which 1 ordinarily 

and then invited three: "_ he orders 

manner, Willing w joyn piritual: Alms 

his Corporal ( an A ſecrer, ro be 

and praftiſed by all charitable F gh 

cnn; nt ir capacitics') he ſought our : 
wo him to have greateſt need 

irSien; her erm ck d his abode at Par 

e went to S. Ant 

_ Leave cook up bogs as were Ol 
rived, whom courtcouſly falning, he brought he 
- and if it were winter brought. them. ro the | wy 
always making them ſrt down , and afterwards 
with a cordial aftc&tion, which aprcared ow 
countenance and whole deporrment, and | 
matvellous grace, he inſtrufted them in what wa 
needful for them to know, in che myſteries of the 
Holy Trinity , the Incarnation of our Lord, and 
Holy Sacrament. He likewiſe inſtrufted them how 
and in br hw _ to an ay Ae 1 ! 
and in w to live Ay is done, 

e them. water ro waſh , ſet them down ar t 
ble "wha himſelf ſerved barcheaded, with exce 

ing great refpeRt, and ſet the diſhes before hew 
with his own hands, broughr in his childre 
and ſcrvants, in Which his Lady alſo had a great 
and, enjoyned ed filence ro othets whilſt they 

, providing that they ſhould feed ſhy of 

fmilarly- after dinner diſmiſt thetn with an Alm 

himſelf wr on them to the gate, with very g 
revererice ſome wholeſome diſcourſe. 

He muſt be very much a Chtiſtian, that c 
wk in this manner, and a Nobleman of his age af 
qualiry, who ſtoops to ſuch ſervices, muſt haye b 

cya 
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eyes very ſtrongly fixed his Saviour, ocher: 
ol will 29> Gown wh mk Us| 


y, Irs true 1 


perſon his Lady did o miany poor womens | 

{fs her caſino that day in te week 
y ev r, to invite 

z poor childe of ten = ve vals ld fo din- 


ner $4 and on the day of Epiphany, to invite a Wo- 
M ny, & $-> 


man with a ſucking childe, in 

myſteric of that day; likewiſe on Midſtmitner 
Way, in honour of S. John Bapiift his Patron, he 
ENT TE RIERS 
$ | ON l © XC; 
he had waſhed their feer. 
vo "Beſides theſe, and feyeral other Chaticies and 
wy Alms at his own bouſe, he endeayoured the gen- 
etal relief of all che poor in Paris, and all other 

thercabouts , as much as le ; buſied 

nſelf ro underſtand their wants, ſtudied ways of 

temedy, and carefully profecured themz and what 

* Qers ,. taem, r tem, 
amnccllaries for them, and cariced them with Nis 
Som hands; ſtudied ro eſtabliſh ſerrled* courſes of 
ying, for Men and Children that were deſtiture z 


K 2 and 
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and when he could not at preſent iprovide- for them 
abroad, he kept and maintained them at his own 
houſe, uutill he could conveniently pur *em forth. 
. | He, was the firſt that thought upon and motion 
ome Relict for liſh licks, driven by 
erſecution out of their ” cngaging perſons 
of Quality in the purchaſing 0 Lan or their Sus 
and having brought it to Perfetion, him 
ſelf k the Charge of diſtributing one pan 
of this Charity ; which he performed monthly, going 
to them afoot, and commonly alone, having mad 
choice of thoſe Quarters which were moſt rematt, 
where entring their Chamber, he ſaluted then 
with Tenderneſs and Compaltion, and after in'4 
very Civil and Reſpettful Way, he gave they 
therr Allowance, lapt up in a Paper privately. - Ot 
day in his return from this Employment, he ſpake 
to a Friend on this manner : 

Certainly theſe are good Chriſtians, who bave left all 
God, whereas we live in Plenty, whilit theſe content the 
ſdves , with two Crowns a Month, having parted wi 
thouſands for their Conſcience, and endure with Patience ſu 
emFd:rabl: Loſſes : O Sir, Chriſtianity confiſts not in 
or (hers, bat mm dcels. 

_ Furthermore, this Wiſe and Charitable 
joyned with his Care of the Poor, one conſiderabls 
point of Prudence; wiz. after his Viſtts and | 
taken of their Wants in groſs, he Examined 
particular as well their Spirirual as their Corpo; 
Necellities, and endeavoured inthe firſt place vo 
their Inclinations, their Paflions, their II 

what Vices were predominant in them, what W 
their  chicf Infirmicies ; that like a prudent Phyſny 
he might apply fir Remedies, duly exhorting the 
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Bl 30 live like Chriſtians, and to make a ſanftified uſe of 
BY their Poyerty. © * | 

As 0 their hr ol earner con—_ _ 
one's C ty, Induſtry, Trade, an ployment 0 

each: if Tradeſmen, he conlider'd what wasn 
wicr chem to work, what Tools or Materials, whic: 
axordingly he provided, either buyingſhew ones, 0 
ing their own laid at pawn ;z bought materials, 
giving them proviſion of Bread for two or three days, 
and procuring them work, and that not only for them- 
ſelyes, bur their Wives and Children, and afterwatds 
boughr ſome of cheir Work, and beſtowed it in Alms 
y_ others, 'took order for the quick Sale of others 

Mnmodiries, encouraging them 'to rake pains, and 
ayoid Idlenels, coming from time go rime to viſit 
them, and ſee if all went well with them. 

To theſe we may adde, his Charity to poor Priſo- 
ners, whom he viſited, comforted and relieved, me- 
diating and procuring their Liberry, when he f 
itexpedient for the good of their Souls: For one day 
he returned this Antwer, ro ſome that made ſuit ro 
him oo the Relcale of hin we are now coming to 

of: 
ee often get men cut of Priſon, rh» make uſe of their Liberty 
ta-the diſhowur of G14, an1 their ow1 deftruttin, for whm 
# hat been better they bz! remain:1 in durance. 

{This being: firſt conſtdered, he afterwards laboured 
for their-Enlargement with grear AﬀeCtion ; of which 
Iſhall now-give a pregnane proof. 
n-There was in Low-Norman ly, a Priſoner for di- 
wa vers Years, who! was both Innocent, and in great 

ve gremiry ſeveral Perlons had endeavoured his 
12 , but 'wichourt Succeſs, by reaſon of a 
Porent Ad4yerlary. The Buſinels was commended 
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to Monſieur ho after a juſt information & 
the Caſe. pnPanec rk x he honeſt - 


own pe! 
the Ci & the whole Buſineſs | 
Notwithſtanding all this, perceiving the Cauley 
| and the Priſoner ro langyiſh in Miſe 
he his writ to his - Adyerſary in hy 
behalf z requeſted that the buſineſs mighe be refe; 
to him, promiſing ro make a journey into Normant 
- and there ro accommadate the marter ro his Concer 
When he came chither, he preſently {er __ Mithon 
in his Pariſh of Beny 5 from whence taking ak 


with him one of che Farhers of the Miſfion, he 


ro the Town where both partics were. : 
When his coming was noiſed in that place, all the 
Kroees were filled with People, bleſfin God for. hi 
coming'z and underſtanding the occaſion thereof 
rofeſſed, that none bur he copld accompliſh chat 
buſineſs, or put an end to that your mans miſery 
praiſing God that had choſen ſuch a holy mat, with 
a thouſand good Prayers for him. 'He went ſtraight 
to the Priſon, where the Father made an''Exhon 
tion to the Priſoners. ro Strengthen atid Comfon 
pond, m_ Be ſeconded with his Alms yam whic 
he promiled the poor man to go to his Adverlary, 
duce fim by Arguments, 4 pcrſwade him with 
Intrcaties, ro grant his Enlargement z in the mal} 
time, ghar he ſhoyld pray to God to blels his Ende 
vours, and ſhould reſt in hope, 'thar by ſome meal 
or other, with Gods Grace, he ſhould be deliyer'd, 


Theng 


. 
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done, though ir was very late, 
having two Leagues ro 

his own , Where it ww The 

re his return: having at length 

from his Priſoner, he went back 

wthe other Parry, with whom he came to fuch an 

| that this poor man, after Nine Years 
, was Re a e 

pe Ek and Communion ro the Fa- 

Mifſhon, and render thanks ro Almighty 

dhervins acconding v0 his Caltonn of adding Charky 
n, ro m of adding 

tw Charity, he maintained him Eight Days at hs 

own Houſe,  diſcourſing with him c Evening, 

and cxhorting him to a Good Life ; and at* his de- 

08. grape him to go {ce his Adv , whom 

found now as ſweet and as trattable, as before he 


had been incenſed againſt him.. And fince-that time, 


heing made Pricſt, he was one art the Church of 
Bey, to ſay Maſs for the Intention of his Deli- 
verer. | 
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$. 2. of bis Charity to poor rok ment. 


E his Chariry was thus great toward the poor, cer» 
tainly it. was far greater to ſuch poor as were ſick; 
od in +> he beheld a double objet of this a 
Vertye, Paverry and: Sickneſs, both which 
eojoymed, cd did Rwy redoublet] Hlame 1 1n his com> 


We france read of any thing in the Lives of the 
—_ Saints of this Subje&, S atiich he did not pras 
t was of ſuch-an extent and progreſs, that not 
content to- aſhſt then ih! ane or two-/ ways, they 
found in him, and thar' often i = one Vifir, a Benes 


faftor, a Ph Apothecary Paſtor 
Father, Brother Or povpot Servant Coming —_ 


every Way, andi in ſuch faſhions as have nor formerly 
been known or prattiled, ſpecially by Perſons of his 
Rank and Quality. 

In the-Year 1641. he lene to Jet blood, ——__ 
parts of Chyrurgery, he endeavoured to know how 
to make all ſorts of Medicines; and to that end, cons 
fulred with a Phyfician, by whom he was infra 
in {þme principal things of this ' Art's whereit 
his delign was not the bare knowledge, but the pras 
ice : Whenever he went abraad either in Town or 
Countrey, he carried about him a Chyrurgeons Box, 
and fevera] Powdcts,'for the Cure of mo ordinary | 
Diſcaſcs: Theſe he uletl with grear dexteriry and con: 
fidence, yer prudengly er.ough, never adyancing raſkly 
beyond bg Skill In caſes of di d. ficulty. Bra 
y 
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; In his-vifics of the fick , he: never ſhunned any 
ſervice neceflary tor them, and -in his power co 
tm; ds, making cheir-beds, helping then- to 
ed,” making their fire, waſhing their diſhes, (erring 
in'otder their licde houſhold ftult-, fizting every 
thing z Hoping [hereby ro Win upon the atloetions 
of poot-;people, thecherrer ro comfort ,-and 
exhorr them to! paticnce, and draw them to God 
wich more faciliry. He was|ſceen one Day at Dyon 
Cwhich place/wis- an ample Fheater of his veriues, 
for-many -months: of his abode there ) withour -hig 
Cloak, with a-porſheard ' in his hand, begging fire 
ationes door, for a poor fick body. In which Town, 
after'he bad:onke or ewice vitited ſick folks, in com- 
ny ot ſuch: as ſhewed him their dwellings, here- 
ined often alone co che ſame , exerciſing rowards 
greater ky pet humble aQts of Charity, that 
nin company, {iiccouring! and relieving them 
> pe gin and night. | 
In che year, 1649. viſting ſeveral lick folks in S. 
Paxls Pariſh in Paris, he mer with a Religious was 
man ;\who had the carc of them, coming ous of an 
houſe, whom he asked what ſhe fonght there 2 who 
anſwered, Jeſus Chriſt, and that ſhe came now our of 
achamber,where there was great necd of Chariry. He 
was much taken with thac anſwer; repiying , that he 
fought himal{o: And ſo both wenttq thar houle, where 
there were many-lick perſons, whom norwithitanding 
hehad already the ſame day viſired, made them broth, 
giving them their þreak-taſt\, and -made their beds. 
This good woman Icd him to {cyeral other'places, 
where he inſtructed the ſick, and gave them alms, 
and afrerwards he continued this holy exerciſe 
in” her Compzny, ſetting a parr for it our 
, bs ay 
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a good Confethon 
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any quarrels or di 
which he was careful to take up, eſpecially 
poor folks, whom whenever he met with 
though in the ſtreets, he would admoniſt- 
their fault , and endeavour to accord them. 
Finally, he never left ſuch places, without provid 
ing for all their neceſſiries, which he took norice 
wich incredible Charity, ſweernels and - reſpe@t; 
diſpenſing wich other buſineſs that he might 
have ſufficient time co hear all their complaints 
with invincible patience. 
In all his nat as ſoon as he alighted, he 
went to the Church, rq adore the. blefled Sacra- 
mene ( a we _ —_— elſewhere ) a. 
Which, he ir there were Hoſpitals in 
that aces whither (if the rime will permit ) he 
failed not to go , viſiting their ſick , enquiring it 
ſufficient care was taken for them, EY 
what remedies he could, with his hand, by 
ing and Medicines, and with his words, in ſweet 
ning their pains, by good diſcourſe and cncourage- 
ment, and with his Alms. 4 
In the great Hoſpital of Paris, this honourable 
mention hath been made of him, We have een 
Monſieur 
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Remy —_—_— this Hoſpirial for rwelye 
togerher and upwards , with wonderful dili- 
.both ar his entrance and departure he went 
7 agg oe Beternrer Bray rhe rom 

which rhing did excite de- 
in all rhoſe that ſaw him, borh there art 

; he offered up all his aftions to our Sayi- 

begg'd ſuch graces of him as were need- 
and at his going our, begg'd a bleſſing to render 
indeayours ſucceſsful ; this done, he went into 
rooms , beſtowing himfclt and his Charity a- 
the ſick, from rwo a clock till frve, diret- 
and comforting them in all their necetfiries. 
e haye ſeen him dreſſing and making clean 
ir ſoars and ulcers, many times kifsing the fecr 
of the ſick, affiſting to bury their dead. More- 
over, he tdught the Religious women that waited 
on them, ro make ſome oyntments they knew 
not formerly, and made them himſelf before chem in 
the place. Commonly he came thither alone 
ſometime in company of ſome Noblemen of good 
quality ; who - incouraged Ly fuch an cxample, 

ove to imigate it in ſome ſort, and ro have a 
part in ſuch ations. 

Neither did he only viſit the fick ; bur they 
likewiſe ſought him , and would finde him our 
whereever he came, it they were able to go 
abroad. Ar Dijm they would come ro him in 

for all forts of ſickneſs and deſtempers. 
In the year, 4642, going to his eſtate in Norman4y, 


Fd 


"_- : 


he ſpent abour' four months in theſe works of 


prog prnngs Piyſick and Chyrurgery to 
the ſick of that Fourrrey, in ſuch forr, that from 
Wl quartcrs they* came 'to' him, and in ſuch 
Sa | multitudes 
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multitudes daily, that one could, ſcarce come neat 
Bl moron wi page a rg 

viour rom. a 

him. all that were ſick of all dials a hn by 
him z which ſeems to be reprelented in ſome meaſure 
by this his-Servant and true Diſciple, ,inthar the fick, 
the weak, the lam?, or atherwile infirm, came to * 
him from all ſides; and-we have ſeen him com 
ee with a throng of SJme 09 be = joon oo 

or his oyntments, powders, or other medicines; ſome 
Co counter cooling 2me for an pig dogs 
in ſome cale or other. eating all with the like dif- 
faſtve Chriſtian Chariy, with the like bowels of Piry 
2nd Comgeien, the like Spirir. of Love; as where- 
with the Son of God, of whom he. received is, had 
pirty upon us. And ſlood 1n the midſt of-then, with 
the like Goodnels and Patience, cndeavouring to da 
good, and miniſtes Comfort co them all. 


&. - he further Proſecution of the ſame 
- Charity, aud the Succeſs, | | 


Refyo=d all chele, his Charity yer aſcended higher, 
even to the Care and Cure of fach Diſcaſes as 
were very troubleſome, and which to Nature carried 
much horror and averſion along with them. 

Ar his Caſtle at Beny, be caterrzined poor p2oplc ins 
fefted with ſcall'd heads, lodging them in a Chamber 
fi:red and furniſhed for *em ; where himſelf viſited 
them, plucking off their Scabs with his Piaiſters; ats 
tending and feeding them till their Recovery. At 
Paris likewiſe he viſited the ſamg in the Suburbs of 
St. Geymains,, ( Which was their uſftal abode ) currying 

em 
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with his Charity "as he bath bean firm 
'* Gandingin the midſt of theſe noyſome ſick folks bare- 
cy Lig wag has Sermon which he had pro- 

- cured them. 


- s , vo \ a 


Acredible witneſs teſtifieth thus of him : I have 
ſeen Monſieur Renty in his Hall at Bey, dreſiing a 


. Cancer, which a man would not look upon at ſome 


diſtance without averſion and horror ; which he 
( having maſtered all ſuch ſquecamiſhneſs of Nature 
did handle with pleaſure and reſpett. 

Pating his abode at Dion, he met with a Wench, 
Who had bcen taken with the Soldiers, by whom ſhe 
had gotten the foul Diſcaſez ſome Charitable People 
had perſuaded the Religious Nuns, the Vecſulines, to 
take her. into their Care, who lodged her in a poor 
Neighbours houſe, her Body Was 1n a very fad con- 
dition, eyen nothing but Rorrennels, caſting our ſuch 
4 ſtinking infeRious ſmell, that none could come near 
her , and the Houſe the lodged in, were ready to 
turn her out of doors, fo that ſhe was in a forlorn 
Condition, had not the Superior there, a Woman 
of great Vertue, bethought her ſelf ro confer with 
Monſieur de Renty ( ro whom ſhe bore a very great 
Reſpet) about the means of relicying this poor 
Crearure. 

This good mans Charity, like a perpetual mation, 
giving him no reſt or truce, not for a Moment, car- 
ricd him inſtantly co viſit this poor Creature, and to 
provide for her Extremity. In the firſt place, he hireth 
a Woman to attend her, and dcals with her Hoſt 
to keep her.there : After this, he provides - her 
Dyer-drinks, and Phylick proper for her -Dilcaſe, 
bringech her Braths his own ſelf , with all other 
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- ether convenicnt-nouriſhmene; ſtayed by her a long 
ſhe was” i 
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rime ar-cach viſit, and whi 

wipes her-with his own handerchief, 
hinſelf -afterward ; a thing more admi 
imicable : Moreover, having as great'a Cate of 
Soul as Body, inſtrutts atid comforts her, 

Ins once in a day to read her a Lefture our of jome 
Book of Devotion ; enduring with much Cou 
and Delight, all rhe Difficulnes of Trouble and In- 
convenience, thar ſo noyſome a Diſcaſe could pre- 
ſent, by irs ſtench ad rottenneſs : at all which, his, 
hearr leapt, as if it had been entertained by {ome de- 


1 


5 
T 


/ licare me, Which was; no doube, the ſweet odout” 


| of Jeſus Chriſt, whom he look'd upon in theſe poor 


people ( as we have ſaid before ) which perfumed all 


| their Infe&ions, and cauſed him eo find delicacies 
| 1n the greateſt loathſorunels. 
+ In fine, by his Care, he retrieved this poor crea- 


ture from Miſery, and the very jaws of Death, 


' brought her into the ſtare of a mo Chriſtian z* 


infomuch, that ſhe {pene the teſt of her time very 
vettuouſly ; and whenever ſhe came to the Monaſte- 
ry of the Veſulines, ſhe- conld not hold from Res 
laring wirh grear feeling, the unparaleIl'd Charities 
of Monlicur Remy, togcthet with her deepeſt obligations 
which ſhe every where publiſhed, -with the higheſt 
recognition of her Gratitude to ſo worthy a Perſon. 
Neither were theſe genetons Aﬀts of his Charity; 
encloſed within the Wallsof Dijon, ſevetal other places 
and Hoſpicals bearing witneſs of the like, which we 
| od heard from divers, and have good caule to be- 
eve. To which we may add his atdent defire for” 
the Ereftiag of an Hoſpital for rhe infefted with the 
King's -Evi!, there being none ſuch in Paris, nor int 
all Þ r@::0, : Thus 


{Thus did this great Servane of God implay hi 
ſelfabour Di and thoſeche moſt noyſome. And 
ider What Bleſlings and Succeſs God 


dy, much buſicd amongſt his ſick people, men 
oniſhed to ſee how he Cured all 

the moſt deſperate and extraordinary.z and that 
ith Remedies ſomerimes, which \carce appeared to 
any thing in them ; which made thoſe thatrook 
notice of mn ax ro believe, that cy Cures _ 
wrought, not ſo much by any natural power of the 
Medicines, as by Grace 20d Miracte 

The ſame opinion they had at Din, of the Cures 
cant Jo whth papers I comet 
upernatural. To which purpoſe, I cannor 
the diſcourſe he had with the Priorefs of the 
melires, a Confident. of his, whom ke viſi- 
ted often, ro Whom he related, how a little before, a 
Woman in Child-bed, had been fick unto Death, 
and given over by all che Phyſicians, whom he vi- 
fred norwithſtanding, and tryed whether in ſo 
Extremiry, his Remedies might miniſter any Eaſe. 

I went to ber ( {aid he )) and made wp the Medicine I 
bad, yet ſuch as I comld not imagine to have ſo great a 
Verine, 4s to Cure that Diſeaſe: What then * having no 
| better, I prayed to God fir bu Bliſſing «pon that, if it 
might be for bis Glory, and the good of the Patient. God 
did it ; for coming to viſit ber again, I fornd hor well re- 


Prioteſs asking him, it he did thus often 2 
he Anſwered : 

Ter, when be war defired it ; for theſe being poor People, 
bave xo other belp, neither have I any better Remedies : 
I know 
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I hiwwony Saviour is not tyed to | Mediciner ; we muff bave 
Fahlth in bim, where we cando nothing aur ſelves 5 and that 
Kerr: "apr he bath beftored on me, , © 
| Aud oo , But this is then a Miracley 
| wot be work, Miracles fir ut 6 


adds you ch for the Pope pn 
o: which he Anſwered wi bunulity 
well beſcemingneſs in theſe wor = 

' My Laty Prioreſa"zalls that » Mitark, Sbidb.com Loh 
bath wrought ; for my pert, T have m ſhare in it, but 
. by beftowing on the poor , ſuch as I ave, make what y_—__ 
of it ,, all my RefleSion therewpon is, only to y*] 

Saviour Chriſt when-the Cure 14 dont. 

EE the Holy Sripeures command us to bonour th 
Phyſician for. our..neceſfiry of Undoubtedly, 
thoſe are much -more ro be en who pro- 
ceed in rheir Cures, - nor ſo much according ro. the 
| 7 and Dirodtion of Galen and Paracelſus, as that 


ov 4, His: Zeal for the Salwation y bis 
Neighbour. | 


1 

His parr of Chati will appear greater and more 
F ardent in Es Renty, «nb the torrger,' as as 
being .che moſt fiblime and nobleſt bx. py .of it, 
faith St. Thomas. And the firſt, in r of irs objett 
the Soul; which is incomparably. more eecieatceliegs chan 
the Body. And ſecondly, in regard: i the thingy 
beſtowed in this way of Charity, wh ich. infinitely” 
{pn thoſe orher,as much as an ki Poſlcſhion inf 
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06) ps , conveyed by the one, (uperiarively 
& bread, filver, health, {upplied by the other 5 
Whierctore his holy prudence clearly preceivitig a 
Wiftzrcace ,- was tranſported with tar othet att-Ai- 
ons to the one, than. to the. other. - ' 
© And beifig contitwally inflarticd with the love of . 
God , and his Son Jeſs Chriſt , unceflancly fought 
all ways, and uſed all means, to make them known 
and beloved , both here and ercrnally ,. by all 
men ; preventing What he could, any offence, or fin= = 
nlog againſt them, daily pondering with himſelf, == 
the inexplicable goodneſs and tenderneſs of God 
twwards the fouls of men , which have been fo 
dear to him, and coſt Him tch an inyaluable price. 
He entred into the fame affttions , loving , and 
delirivg their (alvarion , according to thar Model. 
This zeal of his was admirable, having all the 
Ml tualicics to render ir perfeft : Being in the firlt place 
BY univerſal , cxrended to all in Francs, our of France , 
ya, all the wor'd over: Infomuch , that he faid 
to one of his Familiars, that he was ready to ſerve. 
\ all men, nor excepting one, and even to lay down = 
*W his lite for any one upon occaſion : He earneſtly 
"'Y deſired ro convert, to enlighten wich the knowled 
of God, to inflame with his love, to ſanftifte and 
have the whole world, it it had been in his power; 
of which Paris bing , as it were an Epicome, he 
went through all :0 quarters and ſtreets of that 
ralt Ciry , ſearching out what he could remoye or 


bring in, for the glory of Ggd, and falvation of 
fo: me 5p 


-And- the fame Spirit of God that condutt- 
& him in this inquiry , bleſled his endeavours , 
md'gave him the favour to reftifie what was our 
courle , to conhtm the wavyering, to ſtrengthen 
what 


- 


- 77 "Ii i Gap 
What was in order Ty root out vice, and ' plant 
1 


vertue: Whica he did in ſo many ſcveral -ways, 
as a man Would think ic impoilible; bur what can- 


Fl do, that is zcalous , dilinteretted 
O p 
Fo | To. what poflbly he could - in his 


own perſon, not ſparing any coſt, nor loſing one 
minute of time z and wherein his power and ſtrengrh 
of body or mind, falling ſhort of his deſires, 

roved deficient, he engaged others : Whercupon, 

e procured Mithons at, his own charge , in his own 
Countrcys of Normandy and Briez and by joynt con» 
eriburion of others, erc&ed the like in many other 
Provinces, where he had no Land as, in Burguay 
Ficardy , Chartrain , and elſewhere. 

And hete it will not be amiſs to take his own 
words concerning theſe , our of a Letter my {elf 
received from him , relating to a Miſhon un hiy 
Lordſhip of Citry in Brie. | 

The Miſſion was begun here #n Whitſun/ay, a day the 
brinzeth with it an extraordinary benedittion : the peapht 
hearts are touche1 with great ſenſe of repeut@ance , which 
they manifeſt by abundance of tears: Many reſtitutions and 
reconciligtions are made , common and publs ue praycrs ant 
made in Families, ſwearing and curſing are redreſſed. And 
this Reformation extends it ſelf to three or four league 
round .ab ut us. Amongit many others, there came a young 
mail, whoſe life ha4 b.en very vicious , who vetutrned bent 
a real Convert, givirg an ample ttimony of ber repentance, il 
relinquiſhing her former acquaintance : Whereby I find, tha | 
this was the wery en41 ; for which my Saviour brought 
me bither , and ingage4 my. ahde in this place, 

Theſe operations of grace , filled him up wil 
npeakable joy, which often diſtilled x0 ark, foi 4 

vg © 
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having ro do in that Which: made for the glory of 
aad benetitof fouls: We have from aid eye»! 


wiencls, who hath {cen tears ſtand in his eyes'5-an$ 
—_— the cautc, reccived from him this an» 


_ I profeſs they procerd. from that exceſſive joy 1 take" tot 
ſer-ſo many toncheA with remorſe , evidencing, their ednrver« 
BN fir; tb making reltirruiors , by being reconciled to their 
BY exonies., brorts. g their idle aud vain Books, qitting thei 
| B fry . ocaſions of ſua , commencing a life altagethey 
BN w5 | 
| np ——— o_ ict - Ne me 
p traniporced With zeal, that he bath” 
\ he Churcte, carried our the dure- hingtelf 5 rang: 
the bell tro afiemblc the people rhither: WR. 
I all his Miſfons, he conumonly. imployed, fore 
Scular Prieſts of his acquaintance, living in com- 
municy, and {cttled at Ceen for thoſe employments:: 
who have quitred themſelycs herein with great bene 
diction, and —_— ſucceſs. = writ divers _ 
ters to their. riour , carneftly entreating a 
conjuring him , to promote this bulinel ſenouſly 
and heatrily ; giving him account of what Miſhons . 
were eſtabliſhed, and what wete in a h Way , 
what he had done in them himſelf, and tro whom 
elle he had ſpoken ; with ſuch coutſes as were to 
beraken to make them effeftual 
The year he dyed , this was writen in a Letter 
to the ſame- per ton; concerning a' Mifhon. he had 
_ inthe Town of Drienx, of the Dioceſs of 
ers, 
*Þ have: ſlieited! ſeveral perfont ; to fon in ſetting # 8 
Miſlrs every year';” and Þ ſhall go my ſelf. along with it 
'off 4 I cany. to fever — ethers, in niſeing 
. 2 [l 
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ſick, , and giving alms to the -needy : An1” for the 
me  defign , to "aſſemble ſome companies of people. whom 

| God bath wronght upon by your preaching : Since God 

gave in 4 beart: thereto, we have 

4 band in ity, and my Wife, w 


is 6.5 inidatint bereie $2. Ma 
M2 Sunn, of 


hout noiſe or ſherw, take 
ing @ private lodging apart for the pr Be pleaſed (my 
dear Father ) to be our Father and Gmide, an4 afſifi u 
i Autumn, if you can , to break, the bread of lie 
is thoſe, who with great humility defire it of you. 1 
beg of your Reverence with tears , to give ear to on 

, who are touched with the neceſſities of our pou 
brethren , and th: love of Chriſt , who deſirgs to nate 
us rogetber in one beart , even bs own; that there 
we may hive in the preſence of Go!. My dear Fathe, 
F commit this charge to your care , it being only in 
the perwer of bis boly Spirit. to render yours , an1 the endes 
Pons 'of other Fathers , ſucc ſifut : 'F traft be will hea 
-s , ani that we ſhall ſee abun1ance of his mercies. 1 
a:tend your ſenſe , both for the thing an4 the time: and 
in the mean time , you may, if you pleaſe, keep the thing 


wu 


Jecrct bitrween w. 
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WE have alrcady declared, how he kept corre 
ſpondence all over France, and-ellewherc, col 


| Ecfning greaz undertakings, and inaperrant affairs, 
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| the glory of God, and good of. his neighbour.” He 
\ B furcher obliged in all places, as nwch 2 by con, 
| one 


ſeveral perſons , to © joyn together, and 
another , in the work of their own, and- others 
falyation. And procured Aftemblies of Piety for 
phe uſes, of which he wrote thus, in one of his 
f rs, 1040. Bat” 
I = now returned from Burgundy, where my journey 
bath been full of imployment, in helping the ſetting up of 
ſeveral companies of men, and women alſo, who bave & 
great zeal for Gods ſervice. oy 

In a Memorial from Caen, we have theſe words, 
Monſieur Renty hath ſertled here matyy Aſſemblies 
of devour ww; Aawrrig _ advert [ meer 
once a week, an t abour reli e poor, 
and the preyerxing of offences againſt whi 
hath ſucceeded marvellouſly. Morcovyer , he ad-' 
viſed divers Gentlemen of the Countrey, ro meet 
togerher trom time to time , to encourage one | 
- another | in the way of Chriſtianity , make | 
a Profeſſion againſt Duels, 
He writ ro a Superiour of one of the Miſſions 
in theſe words : 

IT wis united in Spirit to you on Suntay Lift, which 
T conceived to b: the time of opening your Miſſion. If 
you think I may be any way uſeful, in forming (ome lit> 
th body of Gentlemen, and Societies in that City, as we 
bave already performed in little Villages , an4 Towns , 
I mit humbly intreat you to b.lieve , that 1 ſhall imply 
my utmoſt in it , though bapily I may do more burt than 
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' When he came to Amiens, where I was, the preci- 
ovs odour of his vertue and {anfiry perfumed the 
Whole City : for in lefs than a forrnights ſpace, he 

= performed 
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tarmed {o many , and {© great: things , in vis 
ng. Hoſpitals , Prins , pd popar people 
ere aſhamed to beg , with ſeycral ogher afts of 

Picty as were wonderf x1. Ja zwo onely jourucyg 

Whicn he made to that place, partly as well by 

$.cxample, as by his ,Converlation and Alvi 
e ingaged {&veral con{iderable Citizens , in the 

Excrciles of Charity , which they ..cmbraced mal 
od courage: arid alacriry, and. have contiaued in 

the lame inyiolably, 


It was Stan deſire and dafign to plant the 
il 


Spizic of Chriſtianity in all Familics., and. ro ay 
gage people, of all conditigns,, ro { 


c 
good carneſt , having ſpecial cafe af their Conſe 
, He Toure to be able, to _inſtruft Fachers, 


Mothers , Children, Maſters, Miſtreſles, and Ser 
yas, in their, reſpeRive dur;cs, aiming hercin a 
their mutual benefit; ſeeing we. can pur .lictle.cons 
fidence in ſuch , who truly fear nat God : For he 
that once comes to falſihe his fairh to his Soyc- 
rajgn-\Lord agd Saviour, will nor ſt'ck, as we may 
wilt elieve, wheic the interett of Honour, Pleas 
furc, or Prott doth byais him, to do as much-to 
one Who is but that Lords Servant: Wherefore he 
endeavoured 'the planting of vertne 1n all , as. the 
beſt Promoter of the Service of God , the Salva: 
on of opr ſouls, and the Fommon prility of 
xc arioric, a | 
To which purroſe he drew certaiv Rule 2 if 
Gentlemen and perſons of qual'ty , and likew! 
for Ladics and Gentlewomen. Since thoſe that are 
above others in plac* and dignity , are ſeen: at 4 
further diſtance, and their example makes a decpey 
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-— -<o—E of good or evil, than that of rhe 
gar. - Theſe [ met with , wricten by his own 
hand , which deſerve to be inſerted here, as a 
'—mnnd of his zeal ro do: good to the Pub- 


g_— "—_ —_— a 


Certain Articles , to mind a'l perſons of cuality ,, of 
their Obligations to their Fanulies , their Tenants, 
and im their || Lor{ſhips. 


(| For the better underſtanding of theſe Rules , 
che Reader muſt know } that the Lords in 
' France have in ſeveral Mannors, the power 
of Juſtice , as well. Criminal as Civil z 
and for . thar purpoſe have their Judges 
and Subordinate Officers in their Courts. ) 


H: firfl an1 moſt inaportant obligation , for- the conduit 
KL of @ family, is gd example ; without which, the 
bleſſing of Go4 cannot b: expetted : It is therefore meet: ,; 
that all the Domeſticks , from the higheſt to the Iweſt ,, 
give good exam)le of modeſty , as well in the Church as 
it th:ie particular Plates an Offices, that by the er cdlent 
harm ny of their outward bebaviur , it may appear that 
God-is the primum mobile within them. 


For Officers. 


 b. The Lord of the Mannor ought 10 infirm himf.If ; 
L 4 I/betby 
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IV bether bis Tulger and oth:r Subordinate Officers  be- 
longing to bis Courts , brhave them(elver well in thir 
places : and be ought to pr cur! for bis information, 


and redreſs of what is am:ſs , parſonws of kyown bay 
ard wtegritv. 


2. He ounht to examine with jrudnxe an1 # rv ay, 
what empli.nts ſhall b. male by th: pole, of injuſtice 
or bribery. kb. 

2. Whether they obſerve 1h: Rul:s and Laws of big 
Court. 

4: W' ther the freement Taverns on Sundays an4 Hei1ays, 
or in tine of [ivine Service. 

5. Whether thev obſerve the Pricepts of the Church, in 
forbvaring, t» travel and work on thoſe days, with ut rcal 
necefi. 

G6. Whether they prnifh publi: k crimes 4 48, Blaſpheny, 
Uſury :-*c. ani whether the Laws be put in execntin 
agai /\i Drunkgr 1, Fornicat rs, aud” Opprc bys of the poor: 
Whether t'»y baniſh Iw1 women , who" procure mwy't 

ruine , aud can ſo much miſchief ; 

7. Whethoy th re be any ſuch Libertines, who ſ-off a 
Rel 'g on and Prijts, or cat flih on drvs probibited. 

. If ſmrne nw y.ovly wicked perſon be feurd in be 
Loviſhip . it world be cyroentent t) b:gin with bim if 4 
way b> ; that the vi/t 'mav hd ritand , that mn) carts 
s # br gion to Tice; ard that it may appar !0 all the 
worl{ , with whit firm r{lutiin vou price , in * what 
09þ 1 16m 46 Labertines : There is ne d f zeal and ſ:vorijny, 
anl tit mwithal . ſometim:s of Cl.mncy , where there 
Pp -miſe of am: 1d. next, with opp aranee 'f repentam e. ; 

Q9. A Chief Tultice ma whom e011 informarion , with: 
out from of Proceſs , cxnnit a man to Priſon for 2 
hours, w.th brea! an! wit'r for blaſphemy , or any otixr 
gtorious vice : an1 aft.rward atmonſh bin ; that if k 
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_ » be ſhall be proceeded againſt, accorring to form 
Law 


19. Some perſons are reclaimed ſooner by a mull? of the 
pu ſe, than by corporal puniſh11:mt ; ſuch are to be fn'4 
without remiſſon, when found guilty. 

Fl. S:andalvus offcnlers ought to be d:prived of the 

wiledzes an! fav urs of the Court, yea, an1 are to be” 
theres in taxes, an4 other caſrs, where they are in @ 
common con4ition with their neighbours, that they may nn- 
deritand thereby, that they fbced the worſe for their vitiew 
life. On the comtrary , vertne is to be cheriſhed , and 
oxt:nanced with priviledger , and publick, farours, and 
proteCizon. | N 

12. Offices ought to be biſlow:d gratis , that thereby 
fit. and able Offcers, may more cally be choſen, aud be 
prevented from the leaſt fretence of Bribery and Injuſtice. 

13. Lords ſhould give gord example , by refutſng pre- 
ſents from their Tenants ( for freting fuch from commog 
ſervize )) or from thiſe who have buſneſs depen1ing before 
them , or fron th: por ; ſh:wing themſilves diſintereſted, 
noble an1 wncorupted ;, wher by their Authority may be 
frſervel, an1 both their Officers and Tenants kept in trift 
obedien's and reſp. tf. | 
ES. For Royalrics. 

I. They onght to r:commend it to the Gentlemey their 
rengbbours, and obſ'rove it themſilues , nt to bunt or 
hawk mnſeaſmally , ts th: prejutice of poor mens corn« 
3 Trey ought mt to introduze any ſuch cuſtom wpon 
Coun'rey people, of keeping their * Homn1s, 

« That Coney-wwarrens be nt maintained or errcfied , 
to: th> projuedice of their Tenants , except ſuch as are of 
facrent ſtanling. 

For payment of Taxcs. 

I. They are to take care, that the rich lay not the 

birthen up n the mance { rt. 2. That 
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© 2 That +heir Officers and. Bailiffs be not unneceſſarily 
aealtiplie4, to the burthening of their Tenants,  _ 

J. That thy fet not Lands at too high remts , upon 

ence that by their power, they can remit their taxes: 
A thing very much to be conſidered , by reaſon of ſome 

wiledges Lords have in Yhis kinde , whereef the excuſe 
tends 30 great injuſtice. 

4- That the taxes be equally afſeſſed, according to mens 
abilities ; it being »ſual with Aſſeſſors , to recexve money. 

the meaner ſort, to return them inſufficient and non 

vent. To prevent which , they ſhoul4 give order, that 
the tax be laid ſo juſtly, that what returns are afterward 
made of inſufficiency in any, be impreſed upon the Aſſeſſors 


elve 
_ For the Church. 


1b, Þ+ wrre convenient for the Lords, often to viſit the 
ah , that the pople might thereby take notice of the 


reſpedt they give bim, and learn thereby their own duty 2 

likewiſe to know of them, if any abuſes be committed, 
20 be remedied by the Civil power ( of which there are ſong 
things mentioned in the Articles for Officers ) and in par- 
w#eular, what r:verence is obſerved in the Church ; whether 
tb: people are attentive at the prowe , whether they ſend 
their chillr:n to be Catechized, an1 come themſelves; at 
whi:h alſo, you and your family ſhall be preſent. 

2. Whether the Church flock, be improved , and - the 
Church-wardens quit themſelves well in their accomptz 
clearing them af the years end ; and that the Churghts 

be not male wſe of , for paying of taxes , or olha 
1 Ju charges ; an1 7 caſe it be ſo , to prevent ſuch 
buſes by complaint to the Biſhop. * 3 

J. To review the former accompts, and provide neceſſarit 
for the Church, « Chalice of ſilver, a decent Tabernath 
for the B. Sacrament, with comely Ornaments. 


4 
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|. 4. lears of the Curate, who are the por jt © hs 
NB Parilh, #2 toly 4 wie of th.m, and confider them in the 
| "Os | was, | 
1 be md never taky place of tbe Pricft, ofÞcvialy bn 
NE nk bfrndtins as. 1 baxe calle] rad 
are as #Ue C0 

think, $ 4 be obfved; bees 
| h i 
4. py wen ty in the bearts 
every 


one ſhonuld contribute their 
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exnrage ope 6a-ther in the fervne of God, who way alſo 
ſeule in Villages, petty Socgetres of well duated — 
luke cone for proventing abuſes, and the anafions of fin , 
yg gpe an corpfort ur penple, who are aſhamed to beg. 
_ Ther wught b: fund alſo 3 way , to ſouth gzungſt 
god Wamen , an aſſociation of Charity , fr infirutiing , 
eanforting.; -and [acconring the poor and ſich, - But 

a, « company of pious Clergy, who may wee once @ 
manth, * $9 conf.r abazt the faithful diſcharging of | theiv 
wyghty fueycigon 5 8pon mich depends the univerſal good 
of 4be _peaples | 
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Certain DireQtions for Ladies and Gentle- 
| Women. 


- 2 


FT'He way of God is to cauſe grace to ſuper- 
* L abound, where {in hath abounded: The firſt 
* Woman brought death into the world , and the 
{Virgin Mary hath given the Church occaſion to 
ef that it was a happy fault, fince by it was 
* ff occaſioned, our alliance with her Son, and his 
; Funion with the Deity : But this is not all, A if 
, ec 
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« the firſt woman bronght ſo much evil inco the 
Fon it Ro W have pleaſed wer das uſe 
of women, for the reparation t ng by 
© his wiſdom ordained, that they fouls haves 
© education of children , and care of the family; 
< whilſt men, being of a ſtronger conſtirurion, are 
©more employed abroad ; they, more ſedenrarily 
© diſpoſed, arrending within doors, where have 
y=_ knowledge, and overſight, and of 
all. 
-© From whence ir follows , ſince all orders of 
Clergy, Nobiliry, Magiſtracy, and People, are rai 
© fed ont of private lies , as their common 
© Nurſery ; that to this Sex 1s deputed by God, 
©2 buſineſs of the greateſt conſequence in the world; 
l Boon. nating w w_ the =_ of their 
m erving them unſpotted to It 
Fceive Be Ts of Gods will a 


and boly 
© yocation , to What future eſtare he ſhall = 
©them, for his oy} and their own eternal t 


* Wherefore ir highly Gs _ ro _— 
*quent reffeftions upon this, fince the grea 

©:nd moſt eminent evil of mankinde, in part, des 
©pends on them, for which they muſt render one 
© day a ſtridt account. 

1. © Wherefore they ought to take great care 
© of the education of their children in their render 
UL ng by their verrue and a 
© hand; what nature diſcovers in them reprhenks 
© bke : Remembring that for the moſt' parr, vice 
© grows up, through their eſteeming -it tobe lit- 
Etle, and out of taking pleaſure in whatever they 
© ſee children do; by which compliance, their cr: 
©rours grow up with them, until heat of blood 
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© and youth, render them uncapable of corrett- 


jon. | 

- 2. © That be vigilant in inſtruſting their 
© domeſticky, ret the door againſt all Blaſphe- 
my, impurity, all unlawful games and paſtimes , 
Fand other vices. | 
' + © To prevent that their Serving-men haunt not 
tTaverns, and oppreſs not others. | 

4 © The Miſtreſs of the houſe muſt provide 
*that her ſervants be carctully created and tended 
© in their ſicknels, that ſhe viſits them in her own 
perſons, even being as our bretheren, and fellow- 
©*{ervants of the fame God and Father -of us all : 
And ar all other times, make proviſion for their 
« necefſaries, that they be not tempted to pilfer or 


* own houſe, but alſo among her neigh , to 
©bring in the cuſtom of common. prayers at night ; 
© and if her husband. be abſent, ler her ſupply his 


;hace, in calling them together, and praying with 
em 


+6. © Let her and her children be continually in 
*fome imployment, that their lives be not unpro- 
* frable, or heir family brought up in idlenels 
*remembring the Apoſtles rule, chat he that will 
© not work, ſhall not cat z which thing prudently 
* oxcered, will prevent many inconveniences. 


*murmer: .. 
+5. © Let her alſo —m—m—y Ao only in her 


—»— 7 oxy, 


7. © Let her often viſit her poor neighbours, to 


*comfort and encourage them in yertuous living. 
8. © Let her take into her care the repairin 
*of the Ornaments and Linnen of the Church, le 
*the holy-myſteries of our faith be undervalued, 
* Where decency is negletted- S 
. g. © Te 
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9. * Let her ſhew grear reverence. to-ahe Cler- 
© oy. not regarding the meanneſs of their | birth | 
2k the' digniry ro which - Jeſus Chriſt ;hath ad- 
Eyanced them: Hereby , both purting ; them in 
6 on of _ rage rg and the 
6 e, by her exampilc, ot their ; 

ST La tos entertain Vitirants, oy the & 
© of Hoſpitality , great Charity, and Chriſtian 
© Civility, taking opportunity thereby. ro. do ſome 
© good, not loling precious time in. frivolous dif- 
F courſes. 

Ft. * Let her keep: no obſcene or immodeſt Pig- 
© wes in - her houſe, much lefs permit her daugh- 
©rers or. her (elf ro appear ſuch, by. going naked; 
* Avoiding likewiſe all curious and phanrathical faſhi- 
© one, which are evident ſigns of impenitent hea 
© and 'brerd nothing clic, bur thenouriſhing the 
©#n-its corruption, and the averting ic from God. 

Theſe are the DircQtions he lett under his owt! 
hand, for Eadics and Gemlewomen. Moreover; 
he ſtudied for a long time, how to rcform Trade; 
and free them from thote abuſes ard Eoruprtions 
which in proccls of time they had contrafted, and 
fo to ſarfAtifie them, that ſome ar leaft in cad 
proteſſion, mighr live like che Primitive Chriſtiang 
m fuch fort as to make all rheir gam common, 
deduQting onely ſufficient for cheif own neceffary 
maintenance , 'and beſtowing the reſt upon che 


"And ar lengeth God ' fo bleſſed ' his endeay 
thar he found ſome Tradeſmen of the ſame mi 
and fpirit ; ſo thar ar this preſent , chere be two 
companies in Paris, one- of Taylors, the: othet ' of 


Shqo-makers: and of theſe in feycral —_ 
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Devotion ; as, ngng o Fi, reciting their 


Brothers, and :live accordingly in very great uniry 
and- concord, 

Mouſicur Renty was the cheif . in eſtabliſh- 
ing this buſineſs, and with the help and affiſtance 
forme Religious perſons, drew up Rules, for the 
erdcring of their Spiritual Exerciles. They choſe 
him their firſt Superior, in which Office had 
2 very particular care of them, viſiting them fre- 
Such ; and when he found them upon their 
knees 'at any of their Spiritual Exerciſes , -joyned 
with them, not permitting them to riſe to Cha 
him, or interrupt ſo good a work , making him- 
elf, as it were, one of the Brother-hood. 

Moreover , beſides theſe Tradeſmen , living in 
Community, there were a great number of others, 
of all Profdflions , that came to him for advice , 
inſtruction, and affiſtance : Whom he treated with | 
wonderful ref and Charity, moſt aff:Qio- 
tately diſcourſing with them , anſwering their 
_ reſolving their doubts , and inſtrufting 
nem What they ſhould purſue, and whar avoid, 
their Vocations, for the ſaying of their ſouls. 
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F. 6. The Continuation of the ſame 
ſubject 6 


» 


fs zeal caried him on to endeavour the good 
of all ſorts of perſons. He had a particulat 
inclination to prevent the danger that threatne 
young maids, who wanted ſubſiſtence, and to m& 
chitn ſuch as were faln. And indeed it would 
be too great a tasKk. ro recount all his a&ions'd 
this nature, and the number of thoſe Maids, whom 
he placed forth, and contributed rowards theit 
maintenance ; ſome in houſes ereted for fd 
purpole, others in the Monaſtry of St. Mary us 
glen, and others with devout Ladics, who a 

Qed themſelves to this kind of Charity : Which 
is ſo highly commendably, as that which doth nt 
only fave ſuch women, as are in peril of ſhip 
wrack of their honour and vcrtue ; and recrricye 
fach as have alrcady loſt both : Bur likewiſe Cot 
prevent the deſtruftion of many men, and 

—— of many enormous fins and dior 

crs. 

We mentioned before, what is recorded of hit 
Charity in inſtreting the poor, at the great Hoſp# 
tal in Paris. And now I ſhall relate how he bt 
baved himſelf in that of Sr. Gervaiſe; where pb 
ſling by one day, in the year 1641. he enquired © 
what Charities that place was dcevored. To wh 
anſwer was made, that they lodged poor Trave 
lers : He was much b oy wich this Inſticution 
and percciving withal, that ſo great a number 


4 


) 


Oc 
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| ro 
1 ro 
"ting ; when they wete. aſſembled "To 

bing ; when W YE 
0d whack che Superibur willingly afſented , withous 
in knowledge of him , who would nor tell. his 
| Tome, bir concealed himſelf for the ſoote of fo 
re | a 1 
ul} © He undertook thic my and ed ic 
> great content, becaule eyery night he found 
on © there new  cotners ; whorh he duly Catechized 
ei  inftrited 5 coming rhither commonly alone, 
<6 Y and on foot; botti Surnmet and Winter, in rain 
i and ſnow; without light; ih the dark. After Eate- 
ehiſm ended ; he cauſed them .ro knee} down 

ich hini; to examine their Conſcience, and fa 

not I heir- Prayers, then ſung the Commanditiency wi 
ip- © them, and diſtribured ſome Alms. This courſe he 
eye © continued for many years, till ſonic Eccletiaſtical 
och ; » moved by his example , undertook the 
he * and cominucd it to this day with great 
or: © fruir. | | Fr: + hoy non 
© His Chatiry arid tendernefs of heart was exceed- 
bit ity great to theſe poor people, whom he had ne- 
(pi lech before ; atcompanied alſo- with fuch  hu- 
be- { as canriot eaſily be eXprefled. When he 
rar any one ar the Hoſpiral, he ſaluted ther wy 
} oY gear reſpect , and pur then Before hint , ralked. 
Uich em barcheaded, and very revercatly. If 
ve-RT any time they kriceled ro hint he did the like 


them; 'and continued ofi his knees, till they roſe 
of rhem obſerving him diligently, and 
M knowag 
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knowing him to be Lord ot the place where hins 
ſelf lived, was deeply affected, to ſee theſe thingy 
and- came -and fell down ar- his feet, ,Monſieyw 
Renty did the like ro. him, continuing in that pg. 
ſhug 40r 2 lang time," relolving not to riſc, belies 
the poor -man. Hg, uſed ro receive them in hi 
Arms, and embrace; them with tender AﬀeCtion, -, 
| ahead wow procerping _ 4 on of hy 
birth. quality, and produc ec ho 

of God, - nom A wonderful ffs : F ”_O 
- And: that firſt ,-in thcſe poor Paſſengers , who 
aſtoniſhed at ſuch ardenc Charity, joyned with ſuch 


y, infomuch , that rears of Devotion were ſeen 
wing from their eyes, and themſelves falling 


þy. na Humulity, were exceedingly moved thers 
down at his feer, with ſigns of RePamanco for that 
: 


fins, and a deſign. of - a better 
counſel and afliltance - therein 
with f9ing to Contcſhion , and 
NEXt 


Gays , 

| Secondly , in thoſe: Religious women that be 
longed ro this Hoſpital ; who taking fire at hy 
example reſolved to do the like, in daily ſerving the 
poof, teaching them their Prayers and Carechils 
with the: Ten Commandements, 'which Offices they 
had neyer done - before, together with many other 
good , things, conducing to theit. own attaining #0 
perfation, and the beter governing of their Hob 
pital : which he infuſed into them , and they « 
ſtiiFcontinue with great Devotion ; he having ſev 
fal times told - them-, that he hoped in time, 
ſee God greatly glorified and ſerved among thems 
as we.ſee ic is come to pals ar this da 5 and TR 
truly :ficrmd , that this gallant man % ary 


tc ; begging hy 
and _ begining ity 
the Sacrament the 
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bured rior 'a litrle to ſo much good done there, both 
iehins doors and Without, and doubt not, bur he 
_alrcady ' recieved the 'rewatd thereof in Hea« 


+Bur ler us furthet conſider ſome ochet effeRts of 
is: zeal : Going one day with a friend to viſt 
the :holy place of Moxat-Matre, to. which he had 
nk er pom his prayers ſaid in che Church; 
xctired into a deſolate place of the - Mountain, 
er 2 lictle ſpring, which (as it is. ſaid ) St. Denis 
ide uſe-of, where he kneeled down to his pray- 
ey; which ended, made his dinner- of a piece of 
bread, and draught of water : Grace being faid ; 
he-rook -out rhe New Teſtament 4 which he al- 
caried im his pocker, and read a' Chapter up- 
on his knees, barcheaded, with extraordinary reyer« 
ence. 
-oIn' this junture of time , came” thither a poor 
man, ſaying his Chaplet. Montievur Renty roſe up 
Þ falue him, and fell into a diſcourſe with hin 
concerning God , and that ſo powerfully, 'that the 
| man ſtriking his breaſt, tell down tpon the 
nd, ro_adote that great , making ſuch cyi- 
fit appearanc2 of the great impreſſions that were 
rough upon his Spirir, that ſtruck Monfſicut Renty 
and his Friend with much aſtoniſhment. -- 
- Immediately after this, came a poor Maid to 
mW watcr at the well ; whom he Asked - what 
ewWas? She anſwered, a {crvant: Bur do you know; 
he, that you are a Chriſtan; and: ro what 
you were Created > Whereupon he took oc- 
my aton wo inſtruct her, in what he conceived ne- 
"yy lary for her tro know; and fo to the purpoſe; 
the confelhiing her _ ignorance, told hire 
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Ingenuouſly; that before that hour, ſhe had never 
thought ot her Salyarion ; but promiſed from thenee 
forward, to take ir into ferious conſideration, and 
go to Contcllion. ; | 
Ler us ftill procced a linle higher, on the ſame 
ſubjeft : In his remrn from Dijon, after his firſt 
journey Gpthas, acmngenied with _ noble pi 
perions,- about cagues : 
or four times by the way, to Carccipes 
gers, and one time went far ont of his way, 
ro do the ſame to ſome labourers in the field, w 


ng how ro ſanftific their work they 


A young Maid in Paris, having been very a 
elly uſed by her Uncle, tell into 1o great dilot- 
der and _—_— that all in a fury, ſhe aca» 
ſed our bletied Saviour to be the cauſe of het 
miſery, in abondoning her to the barbarous ulage 

ſuch a man, without relieving her. Jn this hots 
rid plight -of conſcience , ſhe went ro receive the 
Sacrament, ſeyeral rimes in a day, at ſeveral Church: 
ee, — mig : noe be diſcovered And this 
upon deitgn, to do delpite ro our Saviour, to pts 
voke him to finiſh her deſtrution, as ir was 6 
gun, letting her to fall into the abyls of miſay 
and hell tor ever. 

Monſieur Renty advertiſed of this ſad Accident, 
and conſidering the great Offerxce againſt God; 
and miſchief of this poor creature, was ran 
ed with 'zeal ſpeedily to find her out : Whie 
ater cight days purſtit from ſeveral. Churches, z 
lenge he did, -mceting with her in the very Alt 
of Communicating: Taking witneſles, he conveyet 


hcr to an Hoſpital tor Madfolks 4 where he toe 


»” 
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| ſo great care boch of her ſoul and body that fk 
| rene ro he cl and gave ample reſtimonics of 
_ << oo repentance thoſe horrid 


"Neither did his _ reach only to = that 
& near him, but ſuch alſo as were 


ar the Turk delign'd agai We the Jean f of ; Ls 
and to belicge the land; fb he fo far intreſted himſelf 
ny 7 Cry ry men ly ſont x 
, to ers ares, Carmelite, 
of the B. | = at Beaulne, whom he deemed 
II power with God. His firſt Letter 
runs thus : 


pleaſe you therefore to commcnd it to bim. 
WE 7 _ he holy Babe 7 
ency f W , to 
Ireſerve bis Chil ren nn1cr the Croſs, — to ©. th 
for by own work, This is it, which 1 
tha. of the Order of St. "John Baptiſt of Jeru- 
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=Y 7: Certain other qualities of bis teal, 


'He.delign of advancing'the Salvation of 
attended ih this world with much ol 
ing, and -mnauth., ſuffering. : Jr is neceſlary therefore 
for hig)/;thag undertakes / tho .rask, to fortific him- 
ſelf with.'courage and patience: And: 'both/ th 
were ' moſt eminently 'in- Manſicur Remy y bein 
the __ full of cdugage, rcſolure- and labots 
10us, 1 ing-his body,: as.it he had two more 
in reſerve »When that: was ſpent, diſpatching mots 
buſineſs in one half hour, than others would have 
ne in- many days: Very.ſtaut he was to under 
ny difficulties, and withal , yery quick and 
cifive. k | CONE | wes 
A certain Lady of Note, made him her Executor, 
having diſpoſed in her Will yery much to piouf 
uſes: He was informed that her Friends, : being pet- 
{ons of. eminent power, were diſpleaſed therewity 
To which. he replyed with a' truly Chriſtian cour- 
age and magnanimity,. 1 never moved the” Lady 
to beſtow any of her Eſtate this way ; 'bur fine 
her Piety hath protwpted her therenato, I Ahall 
{parc .no. pains thereinz nor be -dilmaid>with agf 
power. that ſhall oppoſe it : My care: ſhall he 
perform her. Wil! and. for other chinges/I rake ng 
thought; for if ir come to a matter of Law; 
all be ready to plcad it, both mm behalf of the 
ocr, whoſe Solicitor I am ; and for her ſake all 
in her ſtare of ſufferance, if ſhe be yet therein. 
- His zeal was ever fti}l backed with courage, with 
Bb; - < 


+ 
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out the leaſt hezſitancy, where the honour of God, ' 
and good of his Neighbour were concerned. En- 
| I rring one day, ſome Gentlemen ingaged in a quar- 
; & 1 with their (words, drawn, and in fight and to 
kill 99 another, he reſolutely threw himfelf in the 5-20. 
aft of them, la ing hold on thoſe who ſeemed 
moſt outragious. They begun to quarrel with him ; 
bur finding him relolutely bent vo part the Fray, 
and to hazard his own life, for ſaving of theirs, 
were ſudenly pacified, and liſtned to his ſober Coun- 
_ took up the Quarrel upon the place. 
ecting With a man whom ſome Huguenors _. 
had perverted , and taken along with them to 
Cherenton ; who was reſolved likewiſe to force his 
Wite to the fame place, and opinions: He fell into 
diſcourſe with him, endeavouring, art leaſt, to pre- 
yent any. ſuch violent courſe with his Wife. The 
man entertained him very rudely, both with ne- 
gleft of his advice, and obloquy. But this holy 
man ſuffering his cholar and fury to ſpend them- 
ſelves, brought him at length, by his wonted ſweet 
behaviour, to a calmer temper, convinced him--of 
his blindneſs and erours into which he had thrown 
himſelf headlong , and after (ſeveral viſits , con- 
firmed him in the Catholick Verity. Finally, meet- 
ing with the principal Parry that preverred him 
threatned him with the Law, in caſe he perſiſted 
n his courſe ; having reſfpe& to others alſo, whom 
be had deal withal in the like kind; Thus his : 
al ' fruſtrated the others deſigns, and eſtabliſhed 
this Family in their former Religion. & 
"Secondly, his zeal was accompanied with uparak 
Patience, a yerrne very requiſite for him; that 
would render himſelf capable ro do good to orhers, 
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ſeeing he nwſt endeavour to 'win their hearts, at 
Which he is ro make his fifſt 'engerance, applying. 
himſelf to their inclinations and humpurs, Which 
in =o many, vrove difficult and untoward ; and 
nat follewing his own, bur ſubduing his P | 
and ' renouncing his own Will, in{tnuating him 
atccr a fort into their diſpoſitions, and being, as ig 
were, changed and metamorphoſed into them; as &, 
Pal (faith of himſelf, waiting long 'and patiently 
for their converſion ; and attending ( wihomr be- 
ing tired or diſcouraged , nptwighitanding that hg 
finds by all his travels, he wins but Iicle ground) 
the times and the moments wherein they may profit; 
and yield rq his motives all which qualities are nor 
cquirable , without great violence offered ro one 
ſelf, without much ſuffering and great mortification; 
To whom therefore may well be applied thek 
words of our Saviour, by grain =_ then ſ.wſh, 
if it dye not, remaincth fruitl-ſs ; but if it dye, it fron | 
ed bringeth forth much fruit. To the end r Ss 
that we may bring forth fruig amongſt men, we 
muſt dye to our (elves, and with this: holy 
be indued with zeal and patience, to bear wi 
eakneſs, and great paing of body and mind, in 
choſe charitable imployments; undergoing the ins 
portunities, complaints, paſſons , the repulles , the 
contempts and - juries Which ofren axe 'mer with 
in the buſines. $ 
' One day he viſugd a perſon, who our of jeaz 
louſie and groundlels 'ſn{p;tion , had rruclly uſed 
his wifc, and given her a wound wich a knifey 
who underſjanding his buſineſs, entexrained him 
yery courlely, lifting up his hand to. ſtrike _ 
belching our yncivil language, and offering tg Fin | 


' 


Fart. Monſtenr de Renty. "Tag 


S22a&aCHREASYT ECSTIET”TD CC. eee 


him out Gf, doors. Monſicur Renty took all this 
patiently, not-replying. ore word: Bur after ſome 
ume, he drew near again, and embraced him, and 
| him with ſpch (oft language, thax he was 
geriwaded by him art length to go to Confeſſion, 
which he had nor done in twelye years before 
andin fine, reconciled him fully to his wife, and 
lived and dyed a good Chriſtian. 
Another time he went to {ee a poor old man 
that lay ſick, whom he boarded with his ordinary 
rh of things concerning his Salvation : Bur 
the = man, whom age, ſicknels and want, had 
rendred very crabbed, inſtead of liſtning to _ 
fell intro pallion , wills him that he underſt 
thoſe things better than he; and if he would heark- 
e, he would inſtru him himſelf. Monſicur Rewy 
anſwered , with all his heart; and after a preat 
deal. of patience and attention , prudently taking 
ge from ſome things in that impertinene 
ad weak diſcourſe, to convince and inform him 
berter, proceeded ſo happily, that he brought him 
to.go to. Confeſſion. and the reſt of his days to 
take great care of his ſquls health: 
. We may add hereunto, his wonderful diſcre- 
tipn: concerning the faults of athers, wherein he cx- 
ied great Patience and Courage : Patience, I 
v, in bearing with them, and Courage in admo- 
wiſhing and correcting them» 
A certain 4 Eccleſiaſtical perſon , did by 


. 


is adyice and afliſtance, in redrefling 
ſcandalous faults that were committed near 
z and remained unpuniſhed. To whom he 
red, he muſt haye recourſe to. God by his 
payers , to procure of his goodnels , _—_ + 
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for thoſe ſinners, and grace to mend their lives 
adding withal mich un Bb, Was to 
fach Evils ; for our Saviour hi elf, whilſt he 
npon Earth, did not take away all Sins, and fo 

we be rained to leave many behind us, which 
God permitteth ſometime to be, as well for the Excr- 
ciſing _ purging of the Good, as for the puniſh- 


ment of the Bad. 

The fame Party advertiſing him of two other 
things; the one, of ſome conſiderable Faults he had 
hojel in a Prieſt, that took upon him the Charge 
of Souls : The other, how a Canon had ſtruck one 
of the Fathers of the Miſſion, who had reproved 
him deſeryedly for a Fault. To him he wrote 
back thus ; 

© I humbly thank you for your pains in informi 
© meof what paſled Fomnany on Miffioners. Y: 
Eare all fellow-ſeryants of one God, and know how 
4 erence thoſe Graces of God, ye ſee in one ano- 
© ther ; neither are ignorant, how that St. Peter, tho 
© 2 Apoſtle, and full of Graces, was found culpabl 
© as $t. Paul tells us : We muſt therefore excule the 
© Faules of our Neighbour, and lay them under our 
© Feet. The Work of God that” Afeth in the 
heart, receiveth irs Teſtimony from a Self-Annihi- 
© ation, manifcſted by the Patience and Charity & 
© che Saints, in Exterior AQtions : Beg ye the i 
© of theſe Graces for thoſe that want them. 'It was 
© very Scandalous for one Prieſt” to ſtrike anotherz, 
* Bur we know, that Prieſts put our Saviour todeath, 
© and we have too many in rheſe days of that Funds 
© on, Whohold more'ot the Old-Law than the New, 
© which conſiſteth in the Allizzze and Union of Cha 
© riry with Jeſus Chriſt, * 2 
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- His Patience likewiſe in- bearirlg with the Faule 
nd 1mpcricc _ others, was very exemplary , 
ſtill exterinating them with ſome word of mitigation, 
excuſing and coyering them with Charity, if it 
| ble, Being told. of one that had put a 
Cheat upon him in- a Buſineſs of fmall concern- 
ment, belonging.to bis Law-Suit at Din, he ſtraighe- 
way coyergd the fault, and by an Af of Humtlity 
bid. it is I that continually Cheat my God; then 
the Diſcourſe to another Buſineſs : In this 
looked upon the Example of God, and his Son 
Saviour , who infinitely hating of © Sin, and 
dding his Blood for the deftrution of ir z nor- 
ſtanding, daily to ftffer ſuch an innumerable 
pulſe of moſt Enormous Sinnets,; with {o great 
tence and Forbearance : Neither was this his Pari- 
enee-and Connivance at Faults, withour the defign 
w Corre& them, as ranch as he could, which he ma- 

naged with great Prudence and Courage. 
hen ever he intended to reprove another, he 
commonly in” the firſt place accuſed himſelf, the 
bener ta diſpoſe their Spirit, by the Example of bis 
own Hamility, and the _ forth of his Weak- 
neſs, to receive his Sayings ; and afterwards requeſted 
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the ame . Chriſtian Office from .chem back again : 

All which he performed in fach a graceful way, 
here be many who received good, and retath. 
—_— it to this day. | 

Having 

an a Diſcourſe of ' that Unity 'of Spirits, and 
om [of Hears, that ought ro be amongſt 

tiſtians, 'in refling one anocher TthE'very Truths. 

For want of which, we arc Ignorant of 'them, and 

Þ grow gray in'our: Vices, and 'tarrythem, along 
923 Wit 
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one day a deſign ro Admoniſh one, he' 


with us 
ſhould ola himſelf exrreamly 


toward him bog 


Things of Gol 2d the = 
Neighbour, and for the worthy gs our 
jaſt Authority. 


C. 8. Two other qualities of bis Zeal. | 


| IS: two qualirics likewiſc accompanied þ his Zeal, 


Freedom and Prudence : For alrhough his 
Humilicy, - which we have formerly ſpoken, 1 
robbed us of the knowledge of = A and moſt 
proficable things he. did, and cauled hi to conceal 
many .of ys inward Graces, and outward 
yer did his Zeal bring clay, many. of them co hh, 
"nd Holy Slog, where be Ew 
Holy z Where he faw 
neceſlary 


ood = , to communicate then 
to ity and Diſcretion : Improving thens, 
lis good Seed ſoon in gord Ground, bringing forth abue- 
dance of Fruit. I wiſh that we would conſider our ſelves , 
ſet in ths World, as a Chryſtal, which placed in the 
milale of the Univerſe, would give free paſſage to all that 
Lizht it receives from above : And that by good Example 
y a bigh Eſtimate ſet on Vertne, by diſcountenancing of 
ie, by comforting others, by Piow Converſe, we would 
dnpart thoſe Talents we have received from Heaven, to all 
Cratures ; and this without diſgniſement, or the leaſt claim 
of Propriety. Giving obedience and paſſage to them, as the 
.Chrytal to Light. | 
urthermore, that all thoſe Honours and” Commendati- 
ms which we receive from below, ſhould freely paſs through 
& again nuþ to God, without making any ftay with us. 
No othertviſe than the Chriſtal tranſmits the beams of 
ſeveral Torches ſet under it, purifying, and darting them, 
more ſparkling towards Heaven : for this indeed is our | 
boxnden duty, to tender unto God, all that Womour 4nd 
| Praiſe, 
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bd mart; » hath therefore Ld, 
ws ſuch things 45 are Praiſe-worthy z, not that the Prajf 


thereof reſt wpon us, but paſs thorow us 
him, that be may bBl, ed and Praiſed in- all things. +1 
| over” i is obſervable, if notbing be opes-to- th 
Chryſtal, to receive that Light which paſſeth thorow i, 
# *appeareth not at all: And though the Sun beſtoweth by 
beams fro above, and the Torches their flames from 
below, yet theſe, for want of a riflettion, remain only ins 
perceptible in the Chryſtal.. In like manner, though 
receive the Heavenly Light, and abundance of Graces, # 
we moke no Approaches to God and our Neighbour , by 
ing #4 the One what is His due, and to- the otha 
what is Charitable ; it way be we bave a Light, bt 
that's only in our ſelves, and hidden under a Buſhel 
Which being ſo ftrattly Confiu'd, cannot produce its Fffel 
Ef COON, and is in danger in @ ſhort time to tk 
th aked and extinft. ot AT | 

Conſider alſo, that when the Sun ſhineth wpors a  clew 
. Chryſtal, there is not any corporeal thing more capable of 
that Luſtre, or that receives its beams with ſo great fplow 
donur. Moreover, betwixt it and the Sun nd Light « 
ſeen, but after it hath paſt thwow the Chryſtal, it bes 
comes bright an4 glorious, and alſo burns accarding_ to ihe 
figure to which it is difpoſed : To ſhew ws, that wha 
paſſeth betwixt God and us, is a work, only of the Cloſe, 
which ought not to appear abroad untill it bath paſſe 
thorow us to oth:rs. GS” 

Let us then ſuff.r our ſclves to be penetrated by 1 
Graces of God, that after their beams bave lightned 
warmed us, they may afford the like to all about uw : Int 
is imitate that clear Chryſtal , which compoſed of fold 
matter, ytt gives free paſſage only to the Tight ; It i 
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tarthly things, which is to caft dirt pon the 4 
whereby that which a clear in it ſelf , by 

thet fleb that invirons it, is no more of light , 
than is the dirt won it : And if we will reflore i t 
it former tranſparency and penetrability , we muſt waſh 
it well : ho. our polimted, ſouls, in the clear waters of 


' fall, offer up our ſelves to our beſed Saviour; 

the we be ant defiltive in the right uſe of bis graces 

which be beſtows pon ws, neitber for our ſelves noy for 

@hers , that we wt bis talents: Imitating likewiſe 

obich is firſt penetrated by lighe onely, 

then ſcatereth it abroad : L:t us appear without # 

Mukh before the face of all the world, ſpeaking aloud, both 

our aflions , with the Spouſe in the 

Beloved is mine, and\ I am my 

A. our example and diligence , encreaſe 

© ſanls that thus love , opening and 

—— way of love: For ever bleſſed be the God 
, in whom T am, Oc. 

this Letter we may perceive, that notwith- 

c ny of his Humiliry to hide thoſe 

had received : yet his zeal often 

Ix to - bring them to- light when the 


of God, and a" -_ his Neighbour mighe 


| wb omoted thereby. w this he managed 
t 


admirable - So » that though his = 
tree, ye: not {o indiſcreer, as to be i its own He- 
upon eyety appearance '0of doing good ; bur 
very —_ & RD” bi all circumſtances 
& _ Place, Pcrions, and Neceſlity. ihere- 
'$ re 
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as lirtle of acrimony as may be: And in deſperate 
caſes, or where the cure would proye worſe than' 
the diſcaſe; to ſuffer, and diftemble them ; as we i 
do irt thoſe of the body ; viz. . Blindneſs, lame"; 
nels, and erookednels ; fouls having ſomerimes ſome; 
certain defets, which are, as it were, incorrigibley 
which God ſuffers often, thereby ro fave-and per-W; 
fe thr humility, thoſe rhar ate mfeRed there" 
Wirh ; others likewiſe who dealt with chem by, 
their patichce and charity. W 4 
Thns was Monſicur Rewty both by grace at 
nature very prudefit and advited: His zeal made 
up with theſe petfetions , and guided its fe 
eyery- where with theſe illuminarions. One wr 
ting co him ro procute a patdon for a young » 
tleman who had committed murder ; his ,mochetl.; 
rromiling in licw of that fayour cight hundreli 
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pound Sterling to be imployed in works of Piery 

and Alms. fc his firſt anſwer, he delired to 4 
informed , whether the party Was truly petitent 
for ' his faulc. In the ſecond he writ thus : 

T cannot perſwade my ſelf t1 (tir in this buſneſs, b:> 
cauſe it woul4 ſer , , that wn 'er_the, pretence of Alns, 
inp y is ay rh I amt not will-wg. to foul my hay is 

the price of bl od. hi a. warl, althou gf hr nd dr 
lake the Faſo n:[; with ut ſerupple an1 tt: ve: very con'ider- 
ah Alms that well Go? of it 4 1et for all that, I can- 
at fe my aſſitance. The Divine Providence will ne- 


ver et bis ÞB ly poor 0NeFs "o 
great poirir' of pruJ-nce rogue ifire_in a zea- 
lons man, is not to overthrow h W.th cx5 
e travel , nor overchar ge his m: body with too 
mach bulines; which by hel number and weight 
inay choak his devorions : but .ſo to have a care 
of the {alyation of others; as nor thet2by to- nev 
his own : bur according to nis ſtreagth to 
Prop Prtion , what ought to bg , both to the one 
a other. Conczrning the txlt of theſe, he cx- 
F himlf thus to a Clergy nan, upon occaſion 
f ſome diſtemper he had cort: wafted wich cx- 
ordinary pains, in his Milffſon: | 
"Give me leave, Sir, to deal olainl: wih you in telling 
| that amanyſt thiſe many cares I bave for you; this is 
F the ledft, that I woil { not b.wve yow mipuſe too mach 
your ſelf ; and fr want of moderation, t» rene 
IF altogether mnſcrviceable. The enemy nſuaily takes 
ball a4vantaze of (#:b free a14 well diſpoſed natures. 
are not berein your own, but a man for the whole 
tl; an1, with $t. Paul, 2 debttr to all men ; ; preſerve 
W thoref 2, not ſo much, I mean, by mal; ig match 
b, frrb:aring t2 dijtroy your ful by Lib :trs an 
N tharill 
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travel : 1 am told how greatly your endeavours are bleſſed 


me leave from that intereſ® my ſelf challengcth cher 
£ thith all bumility ana rejpett , to admoniſh you this 
much. | 


Concetning the ſecond , touching our own 4a 
yation, he had a ſpecial regard herero, managir 
thoſe affairs which belonged to the good of hn 
neighbour, by the rules of a well ordered nn | 
which inthiscaſe begins at home ; indiſpenſably pawl 
forming all his Exerciſes of Deyorion, and relervinge 
conſiderable part both of the day and night tar 
his conyetſing with God, and prayer; yea, as WY 

co and fro in the day time in the fire 

e often went into the Churches remaining - then 
whole houts togerhet , before the B. Sacrament; 

* When his occafions would any way permit z and 
eſpecially toward his lanter end, as hs i p'op-M 
ments increaſed, ſo was he in continual feco 
on z fron which neither his bulincs, nor any cave 
tior objets did deftraft him +: Whereupbn a molt} 
familiar friend asking him, whethet in that great 
throng of bufineſs, he-obſerved his uſual rwo hounfih 
of ptayer. He anſwered, when I can, I keep thi 
hovrs, ſometimes four or five 3 but when occ 
is off to {ſerve my neigobour, I eaſily qi 
them, for God of his mercy hath given me u 
grace , to be inſeparably with him , cycr- in 
ctowd of bulineſs. 
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Y $. 5. The furceſs which God gave to 


Rog his zeal, 


1 FO induced this his ſervant, with ſuch a potber« 
QF ful verrue for the | or: of his Neighbour, thae 
+ we only his words and ations, but even his very 
I preſence , made impreſhon tpon others for theit 
Wl cxern: ; So that one familiarly acquainted 
A vith- bim, faid, that he believed him to be in- 
Ytved with an Apoſtolick fpirirz for as the | 
ei received che. grace, to inkindle the life of Faith 
and fire of Chaticy, and fer up the Kingdom of 
wd in all Corntreys and places whete the Di- 
ne Majeſtic ſent thera ; in like minnet was Mon-' 
eur Renty, even far beyond the bounds of his 
andition, _ grac Thong Ho by (248-y 
rower, 1n the Cities, rivate ez 
ils well Religious as Secular, whithet the Divine 
mEFovidence condufted him, to enlighten men wich 
elite knowledge of God and his Son Chriſt Jeſu 
To inkindle in theit hearts petfect Chatiry, and 
fog them to a good life. In all which he was 
edi gy blſled with happy ſaccels, as ſhall be 
wed hercafrcr. | | 
b 1 ang one day at Parid iti the time of Lent, going 
2 poot mans houſe, ro exerciſe ſome of his or- 
Fivary aQts of pa þ and heating a grear noiſe 
Wa people, finging and dancing in the next honfe, he 
"Wt his poot man, and Went in thither, and look'd 
Wn them, who were Go ſuptized atid aſtoniſhed as 
WW preleance, thag rhey ptelenjly quinced their yr" 
K& 2 
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ing and {inging: And he fell into a dilcoutle 
againſt thoſe » quiorders and diflolureriels in tha 
holy time of Lent, with {uch fcrvour, as drew teag 
trom their cycs, and Wrovghr 1o «ttcftuaily upon 
ſome of them, that the next day they went ww 
Confchion. | 
Another time , he viſited a poor thaid , whe 
being abuſed by a young man, and gotten with Child; 
was left in great necefy i whom ke fonhd pl need 
in lo dcep a melancholy, that ſhe had reſolved x 
make away her ſclf , yct by the grace and powe| 
Which God gave to his good connfel, be comfet 
red- het dejefted (pirirs, and drought het into tut 
a_ condition, that ſhe wert ro Contcthon. Alt 
tliis he went toſeck ovt the. young man, who at f 
hrit onſet behaycd himlelt very ill , contemnirg 
his wholeſome advice: Bur after (evcral argument 
caſorced from the danger of his foul, ard other 
threatnings of Gods Jud ers hanging over bs 
had, he mchtcd into tears; profnifing ro do what 
cycr he plcaſcd to command him; mſomuch, rhaf 
by his advice, he was reconciled to God Ey.mit 
re pcntancc, and to the maid ty wedlock, and 6 
that rime Þave led a good lite ogcthet. 


oy 
. 
wy 


"a Frarce, wndcr | cavy prnaltics) and being tak 
- ih it: Who thereupon fcll ifiro an exccthve ta 
1.0% ard or 6, ictaining allo fuch an hatred agamil 
en that bad reed Her ro this tmiſety,. tha 
fix ccnid 1 ot Le per. Waded rpon ary terms 10 K 
VC them ; whercby ſhe became uncapatle of 
Sacremen 8, it; the c.trefniry of het fickre's. Me 
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+ . During his abode at Amicus, a poor Woman hal 
undoue hericlt by (clling 1alr ( a thing fortiddal 
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Y of two or three other perfons, who talked with 
cher 2 long tim? without any fuccels. Inſomuch, that 
ſeeing whatever he fait prevailed norhing, fell upon 
his knees, in the mid1le of the room, inviting 
the company to do tie like; and atrer ſome few 
prayers, beipake rhe {ic parry ſaying, and will 
nor you -joyn With us, ro beg mercy of God? 
\ To which ſhe yielding, he cauſed her to repzar 
Y ker him word by word, ccrrain a&ts of repen- 
Y tance a! d Charity ; by which ſhe found her mind 
* ſtrangely alrcred, that ſhe appearcd qu're another 
Woman ; and openly profteſizd, that the did for- 
-give them from her heart: And receiving wirh 
' much mecknels all his inſtru ons, prepard herſelf 
& the worthy receiving of the Sacraments. 
© Being one day at the great Hoſpical in Paris, in- 
LE frufting the ſick how two diſpoſe themſelves for a 
'Y 2 Confethon z one of the Religious women 
| him to ſpeak with a perſon that was 
FE newly brought in thicther 5 who had been wirh- 
ont any caule at all, run chorow the body with 
= 2 word, and was fo incenſed againſt the party, 
68 mat hecontd nor indure wich patience, any ſhoul4 
B. faak of forgiving him. Bur no ſooner did Monſizur 
uh ; urge to him, the duty of a good Chriſtian 
E winch a caſe, w.th oth; ſpecchcs to pacitie and [weer- 
Fhis ſpirit, bur -he was apovcaled and faid;, 
E forgave him with a'l kis hcarr; aiding, that 
EF was reacy both to {ce and "mbrac2 him, cx- 
18 moreover, very much ſenſe of Picty. 
ain Abbors, an] other Fccleſtaſtic'ts of qualk. 
IT 2nd verrue met ar Pt vſe ro (ertle a Mili: 
Mnleur Renty, who was very intimately acquair= 
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= with the moſt part of them, came to vitir 
w. N ? them ; 
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them; where, according to his ulual cuſtom, withs 
our ſpeaking thereof ro*any one, he went to the 
iſon, and meeting there with a moſt obſting 
er, who had continued fo along time, and ng 
ther by intreaty nor threatning, by fair means ag 
nor by any other means which the Milbeg 
could uſe, be ieouget to Contchon, F: 
The miſſion ſending for Monſxur Renty to dig 
with them; word was brought, attcr much ſcarh 
for him, that they might happily mrcer with hy 
at the Priſon; where he was tound ſtring at tel 
table with che Priſoners , tor whom he X60 
vided a dinner, diſcourling lovingly wah 
comforting and ſtirring them np to a. good lik 
. Amorgſt the reſt, che forclaid parry- in parriculas 
upon whom he bad the greateſt , ro whom 
ſpake with ſo much power, dealing with him ſo ob 
creerly, or divinely rather, that he brought him-wi- 
his bent, working in him a rclolution: effeualh}: 
to change his life, and make a good coiftellionaY 
all his fins ; which gave a juſt occaſion to. one af; 
the Miſgion to- ſay, That Monſieur Reaty had a 
compliſhed that in three days, which others we | 
: 


have had much ado ro have brought abowr's 
three years. C1 

] omit many others of the like kinde, cons 
ing With this one, which ſeems very remarkable 

"He was requeſted ro viſit a devour woman, 

Was tormented with excellve pains both 1nwany* 
and ourwgrd, and had great nced of comfort ani 
direQtion z who received ſo great xelicf from ij 
inſtructions, that within ſome few .days ſhe wil 
as followgth, The cffefts which ] found by ul 
conference I had with this worthy ſervant of Gai 
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 was1uch, that as ſoon as I had gotten vigory over 
myſelf ro ſpeak, and lay open my heart unto 
ol fraighrway my - bleſled Saviour communi- 
cared his goodnels ſo powerfully ro me, that I was 
| pens by the attets of his preſence: I found 
allo a very particular aſſiſtance trom the: blefled 
Virgin, whom this holy man did inyoke at the 
gwning of our diſcourſe. And I can affure you 
of « truth, that I was ſenſible of much comforr 
= and caſe of my affition; inſomuch, that his ſpeeches 
tad fo an influence upon my ſoul; and wrought 
'& | efeQually that I have contmued ever fince in 
= 2 good «condition. And though my pains ate 
21 2cnmng, yet I finde ſuch an alteration in my 
, that I ſeem to be. no more my own, but 
| that is within me, breatheth after nothing but 
By the Exccurion of the will of God, and the ac- 
wi cmpliſhment of his good pleaſure at any rate. 
Tm And chough nature ſuffers ſome difficulty in ir, yer 
the muſt now learn to yield to grace, and make 
oF xlſtance no longer. My torments are not chang- 
=, and yer I profels to ſuffer nothing, becauſe ] 
| K yery well content to ſuffer : And although my 
: 


feriour ſcnlitive parts is much paincd, yer my 


” 
x_ 


+Ff wpcriour = cannot z nor indeed” is ir capable” of 
 kutte 8, DY 


| reaſon of its conformity to the will 
* God. All my care, during this time of re- 
ation of my {elf ro ſufferings, is ro make good 
waz of my affliction, and cndeayour after folid ver- 
a with a pcrtet abandoning of my ſelf to. the 
| Bill of God. 
== Dchold here the bleflings of God upon his en- 
"_ avo for the of his Neig:boursz which- 
WFcking ſuch ſtrong impreiftions upon their heres, 
N 4 ro 
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ro bring them to God, almoſt always accompanic/ 
his labours: At which indeed we ought not mud 
to wonder, if we conſider him as a happy- its 
ſtrument, faſtned and united ro the Lord .of hcarty 
and \Saviour of fouls; ſingly aiming at the glot 
of God, and good of ochers, and ſparing nothing he 
conceived neceflary thereunto. To which pur 
his cuſtom was , before he -underiook any ( tudi 
buſineſs, ro give himſelf up ro our Lord + they 
are his own words ) to ipcak by his” Spirit, and 
his Power. at 
. And this Lord ( who deſirech infinitely the Sab 
vation of man ) finding him ſo well diſpoled, and 
fitted to his hand, uled him for n&ble imploys 
Tacnts, and furniſhed him-with ſujrable graces and 
favours, cven to work wonders. Which may ſerve 
both for the inſtruftion and ſhame. of ſuch, who 
by their calling arc deſigned for the procuring «f 
the Salvation of men, and yer through their owt 
ftaulrs, do. it with fo little profit. * | 

I find moreover, that God gave him ſometime 
bcfore-hand knowledge and foreſight 'into th 
affairs which he would have him do, thereby 
preparc him to undertake them witheur f-ar, an 
to acquit himſelf 'we)l therein. Being ar his houkk 
in Citry; at the latter. end of the year 1642. 1 
had a ſecret intimario!n from God, that at bis tl 
torn to Parie, he fhould find a new imployment* 
about the poor. and ſhould be much txken up cha 
11: Which: tell our accordingly ; two days alt” 
his arrival there, certain perſons coming to advil. 
with him, about a courſe to relieve ſuch poor 8 
were aſhamed ro beg, throughout rhar Ciry , 
treating him to take it” into "his care : which WF 
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did accordingly, undertaking for hjs ſhare, to viſir 


che fourth part, and diſtri alms accor- 
their neceſlities, which _— ſufficient em- 


ing to 
yment for one man, to take up his whole time, 
porn he had no other bulinets; which yer he 


| _—_— , hotwithſtanding the multitude of his 
occupations; io that we may fay that ac- 
Grding to humane reaſan, and — a (pecial 
ave been 


b. 4 


affitance from God , he could neyer 
to hang Jooe and ſuffered ſuch great matters: 
"But God, who hath given us a limited ſtrength 
of and mind, can as cafily heighten them, 
When, and how he plcaſeth. | | 
One day he faid ro one of his great Confidents 
with much humiliry and devorion : | 
I have been this night b:thed all over in tears, by 8 
view which our Lord hath given me. At which words 
making a ſtand, remaining ſomerime recolleed 
-1n ſilence, and tranſported with that grace he had 
reezived, afterward he went on, ſaying, that whilſt 
'b' was at pra;tr, be underſtood that there was a great 
*Iorpl1yment affigned hin fr new France in the Indies. 
= Which afterwards fcll out, and chiefly in the 
*duilding of a Church in the Iſland of Moxnj-real: 
Ii which noble delign z cther pious perſons, whom * 
*Eod had choſen thereunto , joyning with him ; 
= He by his carcs, counſels, credit, and liberaliry 
ay porth of his own, and what he begg'd trom others, 
r- Was highly ſerviceable. 
FF Sometime he received beforchand, not ſo great 
Slight of his buſineſs, but only a bare knowledge, 
and preſent impulſe of doing ſomething, withour 
S any furcher diſcovery : As, when he was much 
ry pccſſed in Spirir ro go to Pontois, Without un-ler- 
i Panding 
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ſtanding any reaſon for - it , having at the ſame 

time much imployment at Pars; yet With cb-" 
edience to the” inſpiration, wirhour debaring he un« 
dertaketh the journey ; where unexpetedly he met 
with a Nobleman of great qualiry, from a Pro» 
vitce far diſtant ; who came thicher, conduQtzd by 
to ask of Monlicur Renty, and receive from 
his mouth inſtruftions for his ſouls health , and 
how ro ſerve God perfeAly * which he had litde 
known, 3nd leſs OY? WR thing Monliay 
en taught him z profeſling at his return; 

ou thence, that he could give no account, W 
_ became of the party, or how he loſt 


F. 10, His grace in aſſefling particu- 
| larly ſome choice ſouls. | 


Hough this great ſervant of God, had an ex- 

cellent faculcy in aſfiſting all men for the good 

of their ſouls'; yet was he more eminently happy, 

in ſome particular choice perſons, ro whom our 
Saviour had aſſigned him, for the curing of their 
s, to make them march on apace, and ll * 
that thorow the narrow way of verrue and pers 8 
kRion. Burt becauſe the greateſt number of t 
are yet living, whoſe eſty I dare not offend, MY 
J ſhall fpeak ſomerhing onely of ſome who are i : 
dead; and chiefly of one pEtſon, which may ſerve W- 

as 2 taſte of all the reſt. 

This was the Countch of Chaſtres ; who hay 
cepiy 
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and condudt her by the thorny Rrait-way, to the 

" paths of verrue and high perfettion ; tor which 

reat work Monſieur Renty was aſligned from God : 

_ inſpiring the one, ro requelt alliſtance and 

punſel, and the other to afford it ; and this with 

'{ happy ſucceſs, that within lefs than a years ſpace, 

rr, advancement herein was ſo notable, thar he 

himielf was aſtoniſhed at ir : For in thar ſhort 

Lua ſhe became ſo perfedtly diſingaged from all 
c 


conycniences and 40a, which 
our Ladies ( flatrering themſelves) pretend ſtill ro 
have need of; that one preſcnting her with ſome» 
thing. cf that narure, wherein ſhe had formerly 
taken delight, ſhe rerurned this anſwer, which may 
ſerve for a good' leſſon to us all ( eſpecially if we 
conſider that ſhe was well known, to be of a very 
 delicare, render Complexion, and "_ ſickly) how 
we are to mulnply neceſſities, I thank. God, 
. have quitted this, 'and far more other things, 
r the love of God, and yet find no want at 
[, Ir is true, oy _ MN her gp is dainty, 
| prone to flatter her ſelf, upon the prerence 
of neceſſities , which ſhe is willing ro apprehend 
| reater than truly they are z and ofren 
Foch, by her Imagination. | 
zd indued him with great grace and light, to 
her proper way, and to perſwade her to 
"yJollow ir; to advance her in the paths of ſolid 
yertue, and to teach her by degrees to dye to her- 
Elf; to ſupport her in great interior afflictions, and 
tg 
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lt for very ene , i» wing, wh moſt 
proper for her preſeat 1tiOn, accom 
[vgs with all che b 7 og of by fr Diretior, ' 

on her. parr, perteftly reſtzaing up her fclf, 
believe what he ſaid, and force her (elf ro pit 
it in execution: A thing very requiſit in thoſe 


to good 'purpo 

all the ion ſhe could, imagining our Saviour 
oo yoaee er by his mouth ; which recall 
wichout caulc, if we duly conſider che att 


er wp -- own will to our rior 
a reſignation, to enter into what 
bh pleaſure had decreed concerning her; 
ich ſhe did accordingly : And after rifing from 
her knees, ſhe no more beheld monſienr Rent, 
but in'him our B. Saviour, ſhining- wich a very 
reat ſplendor , and faying ro her, do what my 
ſervant direts thee : Which words, at that very 
ta({tant , wrouzht, ſuch a wholeſame and divine 
effeft upon her, that her pain vaniſhed , ſhe res 
maining filled wich God, enjoying a verfctt tran” 
quilicy of ſpirir, accompanicd with a }Jively repens 
rance for her fins, an4 an abſolute comemyr of 
che world, and of herſelf. \ 
[Though this happy intercourſe berwixt him and IF * 
this La1y ; accompanicd with ſuch ſignal bleflin 
from God, had conrafted a ſtrict and pete 
amity 
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atniry betwixe them, yer he was very wary, wile, 
- and reſerved in-his addrefles , vidng her. only 
- when the work cf God did require, and making 
nv longet ſtay nor ditcourle with her, than whas 
was perciſely neceſſary : Which the Lady think- 
ing to be a little harſh, bemoan'd to a friend , 
'» Tea ſhe knew to have ſcme power with this 
| holy man, in theſe words,” Montieur Renty doth 
extreamly mortific me with his civilcies It. 
| ſetvednels. T have great need 1o ce him ofien , 
ahid yer cannot obtain it: yea, when we are to- 
| pe, he will -not fir down, except it be When 
am ſick, .or that I am not able to ſtand any 
 kngerz and always with his hat in his band, 1 
beſeech you tell him, what out of that rc- 
I. owe him, I dare not my ſelf, what pain 
inquietude I ſuffer, to ſee faxch his carriage to- 
ward rhe; Who bughr to be ny under his fcet 

* The party acquainted hifn with thus much, and 
received this anſwet : 

"'F proceed in this manner, becauſe my cmty to Ged , 
and to the Counteſs of Chalires recaire it 3 and moreover, 
(lice my Saviexr YVoth oblige me to treat with ber, Imuſt 

> ho more than what is neceſſary, and ſo retire, to which 
thir poſture is molt comverient. If tve [t down, we ſhould 
orer ſclves, and talk more than is neecful, and pcr- 
paſo on to things wyproftable : Wherefore we both 

ought to fland wpit cur gaterd.. 1 being a lay man and 
« Parner do not ſpeak, to ber but with great confuſion , 
1 kiow it to be the trill of God , and am cer- 

Tied by ſeveral pious and jndiciew hen, that it is my © 


Tho that rndertake condu&t cf ſ{culs, cvghe 
Þ'oufy to jorder this r1udent antwer, ard Pere 
. iwa 
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{wade themiclycs, that the buſineſs conſiſts nor in.” 
{ to God, and in making them fi for God to- 
peak to them; to beget in their ſouls the ſubſtancial/ 
word, his Son: And after wholeſom counſel given, . 
conſonant to their ſtate and diſpoſition , in purting 
chem upon its execution” with good courage z vers 
rue ing not in words, but deeds. | 

Thus you have the courle he took in direfting 


this Lady ; who thereby arrived to perteftion, 
aki moſt excellent uſe of all bee geen fuffers 


ings bocy and mind ; attaining to fo great 
contempt of t 


s, 
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he world, that ſhe dyed with a de- 
fign (-notwithſtanding her great infirmities and 
) to become a Carmelite, in the Monaſtery 

of Beamdne. | 
And roy eddy wee __ his $ill in 
conducting cv er perſons of great verrue, 
ler us confider theſe following Rules of great Pers 
feftion , which he gave to them which , 
without doubr, were drawn from his own private. 
MT hove pri be preſence of the bl:ſſe Sacts 
I e1 ink ence : ſe 
ment, that I will live accor ing to the Mz ns al 


Comnſels of Feſus Chriſt 5 an1 to that en1: 
| F. © Never to deſire to endeayour, grey 
Mdirely, to increaſe my fortune in riches ( 


{ 

£ 
nour, neither to- conſent to! any advantage, W $: 
DireQor of my Conſcience. | 

6 


ends would - procure for me, . unleſs in 
dience to, and advice of my Ghoſtly . Father 
2. To ſtudy the contempe a hatred-of worldly 


xiches and hononrs, ro ſpeak of them - no | 
according to the ny bur SOR 6 GEE 
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| of Chriltianiryz and tor” the bener ctiablithing of 
its Maxims in my foul, to avoid, as- much: as I 
can, jqparacon ot ſuch, as arc guided "by 


trary Rules. 
| *, To entertain no Suit in Law, either as Plain- 
iff or Defendant, unull' all' poſſible ways. have 
been uſed. for an ac:omodation, without any hu- 
mane reſpe&t: In which 1 will ſubmit to advice. 
74. To cut off all (uperfluitics, as well in what 
concerneth my own perſon , as my. family, that 
| may. be the better enabled: ro atlift the poor : 
For the better execution whereof , I will once 
every Month, after Commnnication, examine my 
{elf cherein, as ſiritly, as if I were then to give 
an account to God. 

5. Never to conteſt , but to yield ro all the 
world, as much as I can, both in point of Honour 
Precedency, and of Opinion, Diſpurc, and of ano- 

MB ther Will, wbich I ought to prefere before my own. 

'Y 6 To fhim all delicacies, not to do, or deſire 

8 any thing, upon the motive: of pleaſure; nor ro 

&mic of any ſuch thing, unleſs it be joyned with 

heceſſity, of condeſcention ro my Neighbour , or 
health of my body. or the reſrcſhment and re- 

xation of Spirit. 

Grado Lots, Oppreions nd Afrone * 
'G b es, reſhons an 'ONLS. 
8 To do all, that with diſcreet zeal I can, to/ 

Wl bindct others from offending God, of blaiphemirg 

Holy Name, or dertaCting or {landering theiy 

ur. | 

*$ To avoid and. teje all kind of tenderneſs 
d delicacy for the caſe of the body ; yea, to' 

Gminiſh and cur off, as nauch as T can, ſuch com- 

"% | moditic 
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moditics and conveniences as may be forborn, wi 
Rags of health. 


receive with all readinefs atd Charis y. 


the requeſts of my ncighbour, and to ſupply 
rei, in What 1 can poſlibly , by my elf, on 


ww > ms ny uy of Fraternal Pe” 
with all Charity and Humility, in che moſt prus 


dent manner I can, and to rcceive it moſt 


lingly from others. 4; 
12. Onee every Month, at leaſt, I will exatni ym 


my ſelf upon the faults | have commited a 
theſe preſent Reſolutions: And ovce a yeat many 
may meet together ; ro renew this Proteſtarion 
fi rogether of the way and means to —, 
it 


$ . 11. The great Sill be had in the 


Interior maitcrs of the Soul. 


WE miſt of neceſfhiry conſels, that the incu 
ledge of Interior things is moſt difficulty? 
and that the diſcerning of Spir,rs, is, without con- 
wadi&tion, the moſt obſcure ot all Sciences : Ani 
to be acquainted therewirh; requtites eminent 
from God, ahd a light no leſs, than What flows 
from . the Sim of Ri es: For, it the q 


of mal, the body dfhculr . and only cong 
realon "= we are guided therein bÞ- 

ns, which oſten - prove ambiguous and 

equivocal (whercupon the moſt cxpert Phylicians 


find themfelyes frequently miſtekeny and preſcrit 
cute 


i a - 
. = 
— _ 


FEE TE>- 


_—TIET ” 


Mn FR Ray, 


err Racy 11 nn nm 


| fn, ye Pure Cr, be attended With great 


ies, and involyed in Watidetfal obloarieye, 


ky MinſeurRinty proved very skillful { hetcin, 


_aving-teceived};a: wondertul: light from, to 
earch owe che nn {ecrers , and. nd 
= abſtruſe w - of Souls, in Which his 
expetiente:was'no ſmall adyantage ro-him: 
otohlia + emang/ light ſerved him. to::diſcern 


the '. ſafe from 
El Ee dee of 
one.” fo Ours ro 
on; bring li rep, 


3 


from all world! ching,, and. —_ roour 
$yiour Jeſus Chriſt, and. by him co the' Divinity 


wo be NN » all things by his Holy Spirit. 
1 ſhaH' her preſent w by a ſte of this 


— Sill; "and "Xery beams of this Divine 


ht” in-theſe marrers; which I found. amongſt his 
fapers, under his own -hand; which may. give 
Far mlight into the 'nayſteries of a Spiricual 


© Tore be-C faich he int thoſe Papers.) how, binder 


4 


ram offered rf wes 
ſhe dnght conſtantly t1 be buſied, to enable ber to 
mpliſh the Precepts. of our Savionr ; that &, to pray- 
yr and never. to ſlack this boly Exerciſe, bt ſhe fal 
meer es oy + 
ena ras Paths, 
Ws begin at the Purgative way. The ſecond 

ey z 9% have proceeded -t0 5 an | 
hinative- "-o4n1. the third is of thi 

artived at the Ulaitive. O 


"The joft are excreiſed in the renanaing of ſin 
m_ _— of the wall, in wc x af 
gag md, oO 


ok: ter the knoreledlge of 
ki Bd nid 6k i8an., deſring of mw 
lives after bir - "who 4s onr WW ay\, onr 
Iruth: And this is the: progreſs 1of this 'Tafe, The 
ur. rings phat rt drar often Union with 
Ine ini it by ar of ine, : 


fin, ant quitting the vanities of "the world,” receive "gre 
ſenſible icmſulations from Ged, and taſte ravithing delights 
"But if they rendeavaat not to paſt ow 0 - the 'ſecrt 

deiftand and pradiiſe "the - will 


-reſt-in the I rags : So that not 
progreſT ' m viC w' their may, ft 

"ale by-patbs, 16 the .denger of a. precipice Ne a 
a kind of 5 a ſelf-dergal , and. 
to be for God, to do bis "will, ani love bim with | 
- Interioncr- ace, wpon | hich | they reſt , and "wwbence \afies 

* Wards, i __ Into '& very dangerous condition, i 


S 4 _ _ - _ —_ - Wy, = Ro _ 
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t themſelves falſe ituminations, ſhall be guided by th ir own 
L17 Ab ba their own c orupt nature ſexgefts to ther, 
"glittering and phaſing , with great" danger of falling 
heethng into the errours of the Embuſiaſt; ; per- 


Bb f9ot thenfelves, that | every. thing that oceurs 'to 
Dan that 


fie, comes from God : Out ' of an opinion, that they 
bet will, nor ſeck, nor love any thing bict God; and' ſo 
ae Little or tiothing at alt: ſenſible of the checks of 
own Conſcience. | ; 
Tf you obſerve thoſe that begin their Spiritual life in 
manner , you .will find them to have little fatth- oy 
dance on Chriſt Fiſis. And if you ak them what 
they deſire, or whetherto they tend ? they. will anſwer th 
weral, To whatſoever God will bave. It will be neceſſary 
7 v right , and if they be not too far gone with 
we. guſts , anl ſenfible ctnſolations, to carry them to de- 
"indeed what Go1 will have, but deſire it according 
the model of our Saviour ani I Ws of bis Goſpel 
{which be bath Ift us as bis Will and Teftament, and 
# be oxr Light, and the Rule of our inlightnings. ) 
We bave many who reſt in this firſt ſtep, bring yet 
wed and aimred, even by perſons rho paſs for ſpiri- 
and often by their Gh tl; Dire&Fms , calling this 
W myſtical way. In which notwithſtaning, the deceit- 
frrit of Nature and the Devil, play thiir game , 
i the muck of theſe dark, illumations, of theſe falſe 
wr, of theſe quaint terms, bigh words, and myſterious 
, of theſe volumes of ſdiritual writings ( the fruits 
pof are. for the moſt part in the paper ) from whence 
j en ſo often, that thoſe who have begun well; and 
much purity, do fall afterwaris into grofe faults ;, 
f Property and Self plaſing ftcal into the ſorfl in the 
of Chrj eſs. _ = 
t bave others, which heed no other thing than the 
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preaching of Jobn Bapriſt, by their Aufterities and Pegs 
nances, ſetting up their» reſt bere, with-act proceeding on ut 
Chrift Jeſwes, to recerve bis Spirit; replying vpon an inward. 
ny ng and « confidence in their morts {cafes and flick 
ing t 
Others, ſo ftay upon Feſus Chrift onls, 4 if be had 

Father, having aſefliinare derotions to bis Hufwari ity, and 
much 1:4 by the ſenſible, go no further. They know Teſwe 
Chriſt, bat not Jeſits Chriſt, God and mats, who is or 
Life, Truth, and Way. 

Others buil4 all thir þ p:s wpm the Bl:fſed Vs . 
and other Saints, an1 their particular Devotions to thenty 
which are very good, when they are grounded wpan 
pentence. for their (ns , and a true converſion of the ſal; 
But theſe groſly deceive themſelves, by 'hoping of ſure 
from the Blſed Virgin and the Saints, or of K#- ml 
communion t#m their merits, when they qu.t not thar om if 
z'Kciojs courſes. 

Theſe three eftates , thus #1: derflood and diftinguifhel ; 

afford great light in the condut of fouls ; whereby to. uh 
ad their beginning, prgr:ſs, an4 perfeltion, with the 


detiations they are [ſujet unto. And very one of * 
eftates , hath its proper wrk,, its ſufſerance , and Wt 
aver. 
The work, of the firſt eftate of b:ginncts an1 Penitent 
js #0 fina out all that n:clieth to fin, that Fa i 
our ſalvation , or wr 525 us Yor Go1, to ans 


Their Croſs or Suffcrance is,” to bewail th ir offencer, 
wrortifie their paſſions, and ſubdiie their body in ary thing 
that makes it reb:l againſk Reaſon an4 the Spirit ; ul 
to preniſh the irregular niotions of C cence. Tha 
med ls to beg "_ and ftrength, for rug rſarm 
ef theſe ary 
Te work, of the ſecond , ro1ms'y 5 of TRT'Y 


” COT 
- 


F | 
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Fo Foſus Crit, bis Life #14 Dolirine : Their Croſs is, 
bear the troubl:s that bfal thim in imitation of oy 


' , to ſuffer contempt an4 perſccutions, woich _ 
es, as fallow bim , Their praver'is , to beg bis Life, bls 

ip rit, #11. bis ame of $a); to af _— and ex- 

ly after his mel. 
oF * The work of th: thir1, an1" Perfe# one, it, t6 dy each 
Kong by the Spirit of Chriſt, through their union with 
d : Theje Croſs s, in bearing with, as they ought, the 
prions, darkeyſs an4 Rupility of "this wwrkl, as alſo 
dong for righteruſueſs , which thing ſhall never bz 
wanting. Th:ir prayer is , t1 45% continually, a ntre a- 
by nant participation of the Spi-it of Ch:ift, a more intimate 
® ' God, 8 greater djing t» themſelves, a more 
uthſul improving of his gee an4 talents received, with 
erſeverance to the end. 

Moreover, in the firſs eſtate, we muſt Izbone baid, in 
tte of ſm, in van niſbing our paſſions, an1 renoun:ing 
' panities 5 which young beginners cant do, without many 
'npeated atts, much violence to themſelves. But thoſe ta 
: Gd hath given an entrance tut? the two other 
o do it eafilv, with a ſimple and facile guid mee 
| f their Pirit, wt diminiſhing their ai of bumilitation, 
k bindering the oppreſſion and troubl: thereof. 
© In the ſecond eftate , is r-7nifite on aw- parts, a Ti- 
girous correſpondence in folbwing Jeſus Chriſt, not afting 
ay more from our ſelver, but in bim, #1 fuugl-n'fs of 
(heart $- an1 , enduring with patience and | ngani nity, the 
ing ard purifying of our ſpirits by  Feſus Chit. In 
ib work , we nue# be content, to ſuff.r many ſecret 
ſts, nl invart trnmults, avifing from the reluTancies 
014 habits, an1 our ſpirit flirre4 up by the motions of 
- | \ full of many immger and apt Ant findly, 


ment bo loſe our very 7 muc5 patience, that 
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we may receive thew , again,  chathe1 with Cheiſt 

bn the third eſtate, is conta.med « work,of P FR 
%.Y Foes where the bounty of (God doth all 

the ſoul. taſting 4 ka; phos ſet 

Ireene and truth of God, and At 
in which ſpe repoſeth. She ak a) 105 6 Js 
#he. joy: of. the greatneſs, the power, the goo 7, we h 
infinite perfellions of God, . of the aliance with bi 
dave, big manner of converſation, and the + nivale oft 
whiob the participation of bis Spirit produceth, jyyni , 
the poſſeſſion of theſe good thi 1, with 4 trans 
content , and vigor , ſurpoſſi ſenſe a1 expreſſion... 
| : Aigard s thorow the two former og 
: pay for 2he thin z where we yd be careful, 
the "ade, - Faye pally our Tn; * lo 1 

at to be. ſure m7 forward, an1 of 
S ing alſo what we bave =o * better to cru 
"ſelves and. epeir our he es. 

ki we have h \ Inſight into ſpiritual things 
evidencing the greap adyancement ky his aurning 
zed Spirir, which God hadenlighrned i in JNOre than 


an ordinary manner, deciaring unto hum the C' 


{igns 'he had upon fouls.; Giving bim. ro penetrate 


into .rhe obſcureſt receſſes of rheir he 
and to diſcover whaz was molt ſecxet ang. hidden; 
0 ſpeak with words nor. ſtudied. and premegita 

' but which were inſpired, gnd put into ; his 


at_thar hour, which proyed moſt powerful T 


ln the year, 1644. A\ maid whoin, God by 
_.indued with pious affeQions, was. deſirous to 
| come a Carfnelite. She communicated. her. 
tentions 20. Monſieur - Rewty, begging , his 

Who «.t firſt, finding ſome difficulties in the 
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els, ju i ing for her, 0 think no "more. 
EEE: afterwards A God inſpired 


prope ; the thoul none _— 


all ies 
by mie where ennies > Roald: be 
He i informed her cheref Whic he beacke 
ue reſpeRt-, as if Chrift himſelf 
, and = Lariat her to en-" 
, Where ſhe remains at 


you know of, and - 
convenient .to her 


to perfection , and 
ar At to our Saviour 


SanCti 
3 Tacquaine her, how we ought toy this 
Way and aleny © lots hae where 
it that any 
or qeds us wn he tells' us no news : And 
*that God from this "inſufficiency of our felyex.to, 
to a)l good, mcans to extraft that excellent yer- 
; of Humility and Diffidence of 'our ſelves, ob 
ing us thereby to go to his Son our Savioury 
ind ſtrength in him, and remedy for all our 
ies I was much enlarged upon cach thing 
ſhe told FD © great 
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©.z plenirude of light - and grace; that' (ſhe: ſpak 
© maryellols thin I operation A rn 
. © Holy Trinicy in her, wich orber-txcellene no: 
manifeſting a v particular: i atfiftance: 
© bis- Divine Grace. Ja this ſtare Fletwther. i: 11 


ay 


© For in my 2) | 

, not knowing::how to purige ir 3; and aftet 

g ſentence, 1' had not | 

© fight” of what ſhould :be the third, and lo of the 

*xeſt: Nor bur thar'F ſeem to have a perfeft know: 

* lege of "the things I fpeak in fuch- a manner a 

*{am* capable, of "ir : Bur 1 only wuiter what 1 
© given me, and in the ſame way as it is com | 
f ; wv peu; commuriicate it to SG. bo F 
e* ſeems ro remain nothing m me, but Þ* 

© the foundation from:whence it ſprings. at 

. He grew to & high a reputation im this /know- 

ledge of ſoul' matters, joyned with extroardi 
graces, thar many Eccleftaſtical perſons, and man 
upcriors of 'Rehigious Orders, -and well governed F © 
Communities, thouthe- rhemiclves very happy FJ * 
communicating With him, and: following his -a&-J * 
vice, in mattess of- great Weight z being aſſured byJ' 
undoubred ſigns, that he. was Teplenijued by. th g 

&+ $ \ , F of 
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iric of God. © And vety many, boch Eccleſiaſticks 
2a Sodalan; of each; Fre an. avaliey. eve Hock 
#5 wete arrived to: grear perfeQtion, ſent ro\receive 
his inſtru&ion- and aſlſtarice;, in 'the condu& of 
wor ſpiriteal _ , walarty Þ 
» In the car, ddgt- he began. parti ap-_ 
ply himſelf hh way : But of all the imploy- 
mengs- our Sayiour call'd him. rg for his ſervice, | 
-Was-none wWhercin he mer with wibed - 
or more contradiction ot his Spirit, than in this, - 
audging himſelf moſt unwarr 'uni 5 
"xeſolving ro procced no further in ir, norws 
| | ing his ſeveral impulſcs thereunto, withous: 
| on; Which _ e's gr cxamination 
| e buſineſs, was this,  oughr-tb undes- 
| ake I Dog the will of God. - To 
Which he { with: exceeding great- confuſion 
* | and: ſhame in himſelf, manifeſted by his counte- 
nance, words and behaviour, - in his communica- 
gon A —_ EIN his RD 
to r* requeſts* with very - great 1 
and revercrice; as all thoſe can witneſs who knew 
Sim : And they likewiſe afluring themſelves, that 
| od rclided', ſpake, and atted in hin ,-and 
him, renuaincd 'in his preſence | with great reſped, 
and relicd moſt confidently npcn- his. eondut. - 
And God made ic evident,-by his-bleffing and 
{wonderful "ſucceſs upon: his 'endeawours';: that his 
Aattings hercin were perfe&tly agreeable _ wil: 
+TFeaching'us hereby, thar he ;hath no- need of us 
*for rhe - egccution of 'his-:defigns; -and :thar- be 
*ferves bimſelf of whonv he thinks gocd,and tnan 
Times of *(uch-'a one 4 whom-he firuis well? dil- 
led, [paſſing by thole - whom-:.thcir vices render 
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Was ſorhething in his looks d 
teverence in it, that one mi ar ealily- in [ 
that he Was always aQwally m the preſence of. 
"In every place, condition, employment 
&ver., the fame in his looks , geſture , words and 
aHions, whether alone or in company, with: friends 
vr ſtrangers, rich or poor, before his children or 


Fon yea, nt cn his La , in ficld 
at the 


freely avouch, 
= if he nt be, chat har conpleaty Maier 


lity : Ar which it.is 7 opollible for any to ar- 
'e, when lieth noc himſelf continually wy re- 
of God, and harh nor abſolutely conquered | his 
—em and interiour —__ ”Y ealie iris, 
encounters, whi y preſented. th 
& Vin Withour, "to have our ſpirit di 
our of frame, and be tranſporred, and 
— by choler, word or geſture, or ow 


Is 


& And Such 'a” conſtant equality is more _ 

le, when it is found in ſuch a perſon as.Mon 
ir de Renty, who was not Phlegmartick by Com- 
tion , ay Choterick F hot , Four: of a”. aps; 

It ; ut the EXAct an perpetua Care, JOorce 
, that "he had over himſelf, held and. pre- 
ved him in this Exterionr. department , ſo ex- 
, and divine, and fo ſuitable to one thar is 
Þ work good upon others. "uy 
M 


> 
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That Which pleaſech m: maſt in - him (- faich 
another very credible perſon in 2 M:morial y was 
the great recolletio1, and intimate union with 
GoJ : arcaded with” fuch a murvelous peace and 
llity of mind; chat ir ſhined forth in his 
countenance,” and brgat a kind of -deyocion in the 
beholders. This uo m2 rhoughe , was ever in 
him, without any fi3n of diſtratiaa or levity, any 
word nor neceflary, no complacency in company, 
or any him: reſp:&x;. ever forced: him to ſcatter 
his ſpirit , or to quicchis. n1i0n with: G3d; not 
that he was m>lt fall of. civility, but ſo, as ta 
more wichin himſelf than wichour, + | | 
And indeed, this continual- preſence of God ( faith 
the fam? perſon ) did fo rake: him. up, that no 
accident, obj:&, or. any thing rare or extroardi- 
_ could divert him. -I neyer law him admire 
things the world uſually doth, nor fix his 
as u25n any curioſities waaco2yer. His gate in 
ne Nreecs was in 'a.rccolleX:J, m2Jecſt, and cqual 
muiner/,"wichour gazing here and- there , that'a 
a1" ing (2 Felus Cuiſt was his way, his cm- 
ploymar, his all, a1d nothing elſe. all 
"Bring ons day importu1cd by a friend, out of 
cutiplity to .g> ſe2 a great P:rſonage , cſtzemed 
f5r'a* Stine, anf{ co: have the gifts of | miracles. 
H> replie | wich his waned ſweernels, Oar Saviour 
- Figall Churcrs in th! B. Sacrament, and him 
>. we my 'vilt ('-s 
> Att ſecing th! baſtn:(s of ſpzech an4 filence, 
mite"i5 a grart- part in a g224 or bad conva- 
farto\; 1:18 fe: how chis holy -man , fo zcalow 
et his Niz>oas ſalvation, bzhaved himſelf in 
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that in 


4ntent and recoltedted, with words ſhort, bur ma- 
Get He 2 never / {cen kat x ger - tO 
| or -in ing, or- to do it a /hight 
tone than _—_ whatſoever was::his hafte,-if 
he made any teport, of gave account” of! buſineſs, 
ke did it fo briefly, and in words only neceſſary 
ind pcrtinent, that a+ very hard mancr , ir! would 
be (as one ſaid of him) to find one: that ſpake 
, and yer leſs than he. w1139 13W! 
-** Things that' wete vain or unprofitable; or the 
—hews of thi times, were never 1 (ubje&t of his 
diſcoutſe ;- But" always ſomething good,” and the 
Kingdom” of God , in imitation of-'our ' Saviour 3 
and where this diſcourſe was diverted :to' wo ridly 
- buſineſs or trifles, he either took-leave of the com- 
7 Ow ſtole away , without ſaying any thing. 
* And wWherr he talk'd even of good things, «= 
Fas with - moderation 5- faying, that there was much 
need of ſparipgneſs ard ſobriety, when we ſpeak 
| & God and good things ;-apd that ir-was one of 
| the. amuſcmer.ts "that troubled -him, when 
; fie was amongſt ſpiritual perſons, to: hear them 
| | often ſperd- preciott; time in talking af 'yerrue ar 
hrge, ard-Without fruity departing —_—_ ” Con- 
* encey 
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"His order was, leri ro cotifider 01 things 
- Before any relolurion; (and if after ' his 6wn 

gyen (ro Which he was nor at all eſpouſed) he 

Fund anothers reaſon to be bertet, Ke qu 
his owg- A rhing very neceſſary ro menof els 
ſer rate be: found fince if we take not heed, 
we' all idolizs our own judgments, and falling in 
love with our private light, are defitous to be 
\kading men; affeRing to ſee our own” opinions 


Erowned. 

Having compoſed rules for a Sociery of Pious per- 
fors, ind Figeſted them chorowly, he preferred 
| ro be. examined by ' forne yerruous 


ow preſently. cold , and begin man 
fl but finiſh Tkng, Sometime whe 
'bad brought a 'rhing into a fair way to per- 
tion he commirred ir to' a friend to finiſh; not 

of any inconſtancy .of ſpirir, but to gain time 
" the undenaning and going of more: And 

!, that. herein he mighr avoid the honour of 
* Our of his great humilicy, palſing that to an- 
, Which would exerciſe his humility; in ler- 
another have the praiſc, which redounds mpre 
im that happily ends a good thing, than to 
thar begins ir, \ 
dn all —_— wr. 0 


andetK , 
Par F F 


by 
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'/ he had _ I copllancy, and Mm 
| courage , never flagging or yielding up himk 
And. belides the force of his words, thete appear- 
ed nk, y > yur” <1 - an n—gy grins 
( is ordinary deporiment was always 
ſweet and quiet ) which particularly. appearcd D 
all merrings ; where he manifeſted io much ſpirig, 
and God inveſted him with ſuch a force, that 
- thoſe that bcheld bim, felt themiclves ſtruck with 

an” awtal rcſpeCt. When he {pake and gave his 
inion ,, his propoſals carried lo much light in 
his jadgment fo, much lolidity, his reaſons 

fo great force ( he taking every. Mg -in its due 
place, and obſerving each juncture of time ) thak 
all were conltrained” ro acquick in his derermis 
bation. Age | 
Bur if arty approved. tjot of his advice, of dif. 
xed his rcafons, he knew how to inforce theal 
with ſuch arguments, eſpecially where he had any. 
authority in the Aflernbly , chat. at length they; 
yielded. But if they chanced to make another; 
ceply, he gave not one word wote,, Fut his very 
f1lcnce, and the ſteddine%s of his countenance, ar 


his other cattiage, fcſtranied any further dilpure; 
n 


| 
: 
1 
| 


, + 
4 
- 


d the mecting ended, he would go ro that pat» 
iy, and cfaye his paidon wich great humility? 
Swectly informing him, that what he aimed at, Þ 
was not_to make good his own opinion, bur fo 
ce cane. of God, tq. which by dury he was obs 
figed * Bi.in other dings, that he was moſt ready 
w yit  Wpevety One. _ 'F 

y with 


. We mect da 1 { ET that 4 "a 
_ vey incohſtaiit in EE ng 2n oy K 
evcry hourg very indegfive and mutable ; But 


7 ow 


4's 


z 


w ry . . 


to. 


AA 4th ths. 
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TE 


t. not ro it} a, reſolution Well, 
that his wor Was ry aw, 4nd Was 


LESS, 
When his pre! © Was te 


none ſhoald ſtay tor him : Where ta one place 
Card thar the loweſt, if it were pollible ) his de- 
tharbr was ſo modeſt and compoſed , that [all 
e Gdifhed by it. Liſtening * co oghers| with 
It arrentior!” and (crioulnels , as if & had no 
ether bulinel. And after-his opinion given , ery 
brief and material : his wang beir, g no 
Wetiil, he would take leaye,, bein EEE 
band 'of his rimE”, fince othet cls 
| atrended him elſcwhet, C 
And horwichſtanding che (thong of 
| 3 —_— ww ſin i tangy. Ne « vitte ot 
| rs is ſery, nor his cl 's 
which he previred lore all once bi 
irs; yer Mi X's as Wholcſome meat ,_ t4- 
Wnt both - hurt z and in of 
the ſtomach, weak*-ns, and 
Rekoral ear: So theſe Exterior omyloymens 


p the, moſt holy, if a man fſurc iplelf; 
[i= Petals and elponl 37] = 


Fo 
£0: 


otion: Wherefore he was careful not ,to 
burthen himſelf wy theta, 'bepg 25h Ye vigil- 

t char they ſhould not nm, 

J« Faeriou > og Spitir 

blarize his foul , kerye onely a means 


elevare and unite lim te. to 
;M tte mukirade of buſmeb, he was ſtill te- 
P 2 colleted, 


a 2 4 TA 
%. - 3% 


4 <oGagn ew emo > 


OY "Ears an. | 


Fog owt , much alone. in, 
hos ities in the folicades * HE ade 
| rm hy his modeſtic, and com Popped. pu 
ncing his" a phcarioy Hy riod 
hi ho hog pt drew li 
or managin rudent or- 
7 ne buſineſſes, Ning a he: wrote, thug 
Dire&tor : 
| My. ritlletion 16. no but fneſs ot all, but ratbe 
it. For withons "it, F ſhould hae s {i 
ir fn 20 oy Js bees To = 
, Wn which T have m fore 3 fort is or Lark 
PN Fa all. S$. : ih 
In gm ae thus : l | i uf br 
Finding of one day miutch hurthened, with 
buſ eſs, 1 bad 8 deſire ' to draw of, my mine pn 
and "ar the ſame mnftarit 1 found it." Since ; wb 
e, me no trouble, "and I diſpatch, v [atiryr 
oil thanking 'of eftin, . This grace, hath oo 
newed to me ( although [7/1 ſeveral monnery ) whuch 1 
hgh to £ very, - Ht beeauſe, 1 th preſerve 5 me fu 
ny in the .m iplitih of WA {77 
Rovpibthlling he * tieer. omined 
330 rudctics . X, F: ithtry:, for . th 
yet . the ſnceck he expi -m 
=, froth ods benddiftion, than from his inp, 
* or any huthane erpleayouts x knowirgi 
ff” Rk what Way pal fot the 
Tas ahd pool #1 Nei bogs Was wt 
y bit core. 


crewphie 
ITN recourle to prayer 
1 Saercenin all his exerciſes bn. ape, an 
all tployments and choice of - perſpns which 

made uſe *of, his "cye_ wis more, iipon grace t| 


=o ue od = hilitics. 


| 
| 
4 


\ 
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-thar the” affairs of God ard hot 


| ſoulties, bur meet wha rods. 
ion, x ever lomerimes robe -ovyerru 
with patience in the npakig voabing, > full fir 


bae- ſtill hop ng of the fare. '- I they | mar 
_ time, 'he' reſted well farished, after alt fair 
means arremmtod on his part. Thus he Writ to 


Ih & 8 great infiermity in our humane noteve, that 
gidude <aplauſe in maticrs of grace: Wherefore T look at it 
great favoiry from God, when Þ have the bowner of 
ir jr denr/har fol.dly ons and well 6 tegrt 
, to proceed from the Spirit of Go 

whoſe to whom he Cn af hon 
of ſuch tbings ; notwithſtanding the dccommlifh- , 
of it meets "with" many croſſes ani contra tilivar: 
In another 'thus :' ? 
"We may take up good an1 holy deſigns, an4 Ge th. 
inſpire them ;' yet- when be is-pleaſed to permit 

by *event,, we mult adore bis ſecret” oil whit Fringe 
"it, more of | mercy in the crofſing of them, than if 
"bad fucceled 16 our comfort.” We fhoxl! always be 


Surat ph that it" fie no# wpon' ev 9HNgs 
YWUIOT 1 


og foooet "Jefits » hack his deſigns he 
= xE by X means, a5 we woul ould: whe 
hoice -of 35 and the reaſon 'is, qt he” 
Would thwart oor wills, and 'abate' ofr | 
cies upon earth : And therefore often —_ 
our juſt” undetrakidgs , being more” jelous 
"We Sacrifice of our hearts, than an Ys 
s 
_ ſpecious lover. th 


LV © 


a” P 3 | But 


IS” id. £- £6 teat TITS on 


Tim in of / ap | 


pubegonted ej which this boly man obſer- 
Was, never may chews i in 


POF a ARPEATIng 
- prota or profitable, byr -as agreeable ug 
—_ of Lie to which on fbmingd - on 
ing-poor and mean .imployments egually c 
making , and ſometime road before greater} 
Henge he took up things caſt aſide by others, under- 
xook charities out of the road, and nor taken nance 
applied bigelt ro fuch Poor as were in a forlorn 
_—_— ny that heroin les nature, 
neyer thrult himſclt wo a 
res wheat the will of God, and whea it pr 
ith that, he was nar haſty or precigitanit, b& 
pu BT kindly and ſyyecrly, according to the 
D Providence, and thg, couxſe of his i 


he like we baye of him, ia Memorials from 

"ea: laces: Ir 1 wg MR Ways beg or fu 
ding to the motion of. his own 

br ft Fo pirir —— » as far as he knew ut. 
undertaken any thing, he felg his in 

- nem > ptr oh Pr erd (#4 

no! or project wher x | 

though kney: the things he badroda) bur attend: 
ed 'ot the ,xyprels order from abave z Which: 

received - either - by a light _in his underſtanding; 

or; by-an-im in bs will , -ox::by 1 

othcx way, that gave higp as great a cerriudey 

any-;can; have, in;che liks occurrences. W hereup 

on 2 familiat friend, asked him onzday, Whewnſs 

he would do ſuch a thing at ſuch a time} Phat | | p 
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ſwered, Knox. you not 'that to morrow is way | mine; 
And at ancther time he {aid 4 
x 1 ſee tre or ſix'things, which of neceſſey mu be dane but 
$-camet tell you, which-I'wand+.aparch the jt nov 
when, nor bow, for through. the mercy of God T-any tnchf- 
to all things. 
LE REID | 
- T bope to be at Paris about the end of Septenuber, whore 
Thall nm mags — gr pat acer when I nray be leaſt 
troxblefome : Ihere I ſhall be ready for what my. Saviour 
Bay apes ty yeu I forecaſt nothing, uhodeoady and 
flow con” by your appoutment, and in every thing the 
it I can... I find by experience, [1hat when T think to-do moſt 
iu any place, there I do nrtbing at' atl.'' [This hath taught me 
+» go diveſted of all 4: fign; aud when Ithink leaft thereof, an4 
* hendon my ſelf to God, then be dath the more, wherefore I 
| | -ntehynngreq and to you 1m bim. . 
one day in the holy V Week, accompanied 
vihs : to receiveamoſt royal and liberal ſum 
m_ pa Gp of France, irrbchalt of 
of Canada, and by a Church 


were {inging the- DivineService. 
Los ws laith he, diſpatch the wall if God: iv-wondd he 4 
at comfort to be preſent at the Charch, .to b:ar' the: praiſes 
F Foe To ha 7 pn fu ti wy 
f 4, will 
| ef cported of him, that he had ob- 
oi wondring at his extraordinary | 
A , and _ n intimare union with OT, 
Irone man, w 0 great ermployments, 
above them all, affixed only ro God, androthe 
ation of his will. 
K gave this counſel by a certain friend, whe had 
4 great 
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deſigns for the {ervice of God, bur wuch as arthat 
tune were not ſcaſonable. 
Let ws not apply the daye buſineſs, but to. the day. Tour 
intentions are pious, | but vou:marſt refign the future to God, 
and be will ug for the priſet, 16 b1ve and foll-v what be 


s appear to be bis an ul 
ray as ond cones? habe wi wp Lord Tk 


© the concluſion-of this Chanter, I ſhall produce 
a Letter to. his Director = ho-ay IT. 


ch ren Bp Rake 


* within me, by which:you may —_— 
© ſent condition : Hearin Fe Cofrt of the che Afluraptis 
; en page Lady, whickſpeakerh of Martha and Mas 
Tyre \ſontiments ] formerly had upon 
« that well came: preſently. into: my mind ; ro. Witz 
? that prayer and- converſe with: God, arc mucho {| 
before: all Exterior m—_— though 

oe for fo baly 4 ſeeing that Martha bufied about lo 
F' holy and excellent; a fervice, was reprehended for 


© her trouble, and :Mvry-commended: tor her repos. || 


{ ds word, Trrbaris: erga plurema, Thox art troubled 
pgs, hath belicadcd mea long time," 
rt, though good, i noe abtkindy eco 
« Ivar it not ablojutely nec 

wo rn Ne rhe poor, — 
rin rony;BZnnr ane dation and the like. Ani 
I underſtood ir:expedient ar thattime to quit them 
* che-beter ro berako my ſelf to Internal operat 
-andarrive at the laying down of our own will 
_ , to atrend wholly ro the Divine appoints 


following i it in prudent ſimplicity, by 
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<ritot Chriſt, which cnlivens and lives in choke that 
thearkcaro it With reſpect. T2 
- + Bur you nwuſt know, that for theſe three ar four 
Emonrhs whichI have fpenr in Low-:Yo-mgnty, 1 have - 
$been, as ir were, cont:nually iniployed in Extcriour 
6 works ; as conferring wita all {orts of people, <a-- 
king care of the fick that found me ove, remaving 
*from place to place, reconciling difi-reaces, new 
duilding a great Church, which was to be pluck'd 
Sdown and enlarged. Fur which I was forced to 
*draw our ſeverai platforms, and make the. very 
bmodcls (in which formerly | haye bad ſome infight) 
*by. reaſon of the wart of Architctts in that;place, 
calling ro mind my okt notions, ard bulyuig my 
Flt wholly in i. Yeſterday, aftcr my mornt 
work, hearing the ſame Goſpel read, and th 
bwords in- particular, Twrbaris erga plurims, Thox art 
\ ®rronble4-about ma yy thi-gs 3 a. certain Inceriour light 
Same uypan.me, and it Was {ajd unto me, Nan twrba- 
Vrir.erga p n:1ma, Thou art net trowbled ahout many things ; 
Fgiving me; to underſtand; and that in a very cvi- 
Werr'mnanner,.thar the things we are employed up- 
$naccording ro the Divine order, Whatloeyer.they 
The, do not create us any ſuch trouble, and Mo: 
Iwyered (clearly { ar leaſt as 1 thought )-thax 
Tabs was not” reproved for doing; 'a good! , work , 
ſor for | doing it teo foliciroull y. . Our | Savis, 
intimating to her by theſe words, ' Turbarjs erga 
me, that her butznets' was dane- in-trouble and 
enable, Thar. prota bubock cops 
' laudable. 1 Rat. 08; prige) Wncis Cof 
Ge inrhe' Erernal: Word; even as his qveprhu- 
pie, whether in working-ov pIcaFhing, or any 
other imployment, received is motions. No, the 
| IVIs 


MM 
—_ 
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* Divinity. £ me ipſe facio nibil, fiowt audio, he: loganr, 
* ds nothing of my ſelf, as 1 bear, that 1 ſpeak, faid be: 
© Ih like manner ought: we to take our dirctions 
' * from Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Word of- Eternal 
© Life, and at hoching with diftyrbance, bur all in 
. © geace by his Spiric. | = 
© F received hereby a great ſupport, in the perfor- 
© mance of theſe perty Exterior offices, ro which my 
Cv Aa ar me, and made no difficulty at all, to 
© yield up my ſelf, to this holily-dilordered Divine 
$Order. In which ] perceived, 'that' it was Gods 
. * will { ſhquld performrheſe petty chings, Which could 
* not be done without me. For theſe three months 
*] have not, it may be, f rrhes {a0-WY 
hours at ers upon my knees tog* out 
+ of thee Chrnch ; and Mould [ performs chem eval 
*'no otherwiſe than on this faſhion, I ſhould bur very 
© Il diſcharge my duty. : | 
© fr iscerrain, that [have diſcharged ir-ill —_ 
foo bon marabu gr bye mg the mid(t 
imployments, ro w c has appointed 
« go'itiakey mcſentible of hispreſenceand power in ual 
--* ring my foul to himſelf by certain wa that the 


Sy br apr — 


* the ſoul ſolacerh herſelf in thar 
F with their Father, by the Spiric of: 


©] enjoyed 'at the fame time, fuch-a ſenſiblein- 
* prefſion of God, yre_excelling all ſenſe (as being 


atcd in the more noble part of che Soul z _ oy 
* Spirit 


IS gr 


<= %> 


\ 
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$ Crokndes +1 had becn grown ike a bowl.J o« 
+ never have lolt-the fight of my God. All x 
* are here tranlitory, tor our Lord turns oe Berk 
+.in a ſtrange manner, -When it pleaſerh him. 
$ thaſe diverie tunings axe vonc tor the fouls advan- 
F tag-, whereby the is faſhioned for 


% 


nal, is 25, accepcable 1 him, as he thar is 
Sin. the nobleſt tuntions : The work ir (elf n 
$nor rhe difference, bur the fairbtul qcecinien ef 
*þ (ubmirring- to his good plealure, Will 

= or at but.to convert @ thouſand W 
* and bring all le vo Godt you ſhall be comcne 80 
1 *carry ſtones, and ſometimes to. fit (till and do no- 
| *thing. The:Sacrifice of Paricnce is both well plea- 
Sb «It ro God, _ comfortable to our (elves: And 
| pk +> without compariſon more rare,ito find 
| jy here ful in { rvencey and content to.do:no more 
| | *than God wovld have him than faichful in aftions 

T \* which appear abroad 

1 8 - fI know well: that God doth in all, but this Sacti- 
i Y ffice of Paticnce, and of Ceſlation, is MOrc com- 
] *.mendable in a heart, who hath the love and-zeal 
e 


wy bl.bo his hanour and in arr hereof, is hurried on 


and hath need of ' greater force ro With- 

*®hold i none dojng, than to incite ir. * This kind 

/ | * of Ceflation ſeems to be nothing at all available for 

4 *thenouriſhment of ſuch zeal; and this hunger and 

£ | *thirſt afict rightcoulnc6, which would ame: / — 
) 
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Thus far his Letter 
to be learnt. | 
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The excellent uſe be made of ll things, 


© and bis niece to the Tnfatity 700 onr 
- Lord for: t hat 1+ purpoſe,” 


lent, uſe of-all acide that occurr'd to him, 
ny y of. all SES 0D, atrain "cs 2 
RNs "_ ulage | than 
much as;is in mar} doe the princi« 
means, ,jÞ+Which all others are ſubordinate 4" 
, aud. Without  «t, unprofitable and) mecr 


bez, 

(ye it is ghat God hath placed in the boſom 
each. thing, as. in riches, poverty, honours, dif- 
= healch, 4 . good and evi), a ſecret ver 

. and Ag ro advantage us-in'our 

vali ents of perſeQion\ even 

Is mar 0 b6 4 draw and unite us fo: him« 

; bur mary this, according to avs ulage. of theta. 
being wel uſed , they ,produce good) effefts y 
Hwang abuſed inſtead of uriiting| us ro 

=p 2 e us further from him; 

Jag: im and vicious, and inſtead -of 


| prove the inſtruments four ruine. this 
; E= well. inftructed 'in- this grand fecrer 
* $* prrte 


Fe mult ZR, be, thar "Monſieur Joy nadaids 
—p 


iricual, lie ed-all his practiſe 
Thick char, WC may. bas, _= 
[ and, 


n 
B 


127 
H 


F 
2.7 


4 
7 


{OI 


Prog 


and 
him 


filled with fin. and bis enemies. - W 
every man is (o, far dear and amiable. 

mt 4.as he ſtzands wnited co his Son, whith' is 
manijeſted in He Blefſcd Virgin and - his OT 
ab our: ations plealing hitn , ſo far -as they att 
miized to hit, even as tach member. of our body 
| we of life, according af ic & animated 


"Her opth reſofe perfely leartid this fu 10s 
riſtaniry, bis ſtudy vas, tounite hi 
w our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ro copy hit forth as bY = 


and Law for che Seat wo = E&rerior and 
cr 1910ton, Py. P KF? a 


W. 


” 
; 
Ld 
or 
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5 =T ve had the grace diycrs OD very 
*y 1 to lend hat incftable m 
| wich God | all :grS, od 
__— tothe Saints (acrordi ung, i "ny I 
.< he hath wean Ar with 
oeheilt This know] : picduerth- FA %, 2 as. 
aſtoniſhment as And ( to tell you 
7 ſenſe of it ) a man roſſeſled with theſe vers 
remains po more a.man , tut becomes 
= a Fin M0, ba, dekre is 10 be loſt and 
his nature, and cn- 
5 this Poe of far to att no les in hin 


4 a CS conceived ſuch ; great things of our 
Sviours Humanity , uvited to. the Divinity, as 
prot be -uttered. How hath this alliance of 
+ Divinity , ; moſt col ataled the facred 
Hl m ;nad into a, {clt- ns 0nd 4 os 
G the ve 8 A, um of God 2 
| Wh. 4p nt umane Nature; 

» be thus *edeſtinared 2 ? and, What a glory to 
Is co bc choſen and called ro. an cnurance. into 
' fa\our, and, a. riſing to God, and the , ever- 
ting enjoyment thereot through, him? It would 
ſend mc this Whole day 10 write to you, the 
y that I have bad of the wildem and boun 

, touching this myſtcric of Love, w 
| np Bi us 10 his 

Fe: Ind. though he Was truly devcred to all the 
Yapſtctics of our Lord, yer Ds a moſt ſpecial man-. 
_ Troy of his Intancy: The occaſion whereof 
1| ein conſtrained 16 make a Met Dj 
"89. rcaton of a fuir of jobs 5. jneary cned, he 


: 
_ 
} k- 
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heard thuch talk 'of Silter Margaret” of the bl 
$acrathcnc , a Religous Carmelite, of the Covent ( 
Beatle, on whom our Saviour Had conferred fate 
fular-fxvours, who led a' Fe very, extroarditiaty, 
protinded - upon true and folid . verrue. And a 
our "Lord hath ſeveral ways 'to {anfitie' a fo 
and fir i for b's faced purpoſes; ſo he was plea: 
cd to, exerciſe this choice woman abſolurely-th 
the-emyltctic of our Sayiours Infancy, and through 
that pipe , ro conyey into her (but,-a corrent of 
grace and exrrodrdinary* gifts, not onely for. her- 
ſelf 'biit -othetsz as may be fern in her life, now, 
in Writing, by a perſon moſt worthy of (uck/a 
wotk. Monficur Remy had a delire to go tO B- alae 
being bur ſeven lezgyes from: Dijon; to recommtniet 
hinifelf ro the prayers of rhis' holy Virgin: An 
ih whicn he ame, rhichert, * he neither ſpake 
fo her, nor ſaw her ({he having BY 2 Parevut 
conduct 'of ovr Saviout, been retire: for rhitreeh, 
years from the "of any Os pres | 
norwWichſtanding, he'teceived much'b fro nh 
joutn&y'; as he expreffſed in a' Letter wric back 
trom-Dijjn, to the 'Pripreſs of that'place. ©.” 
I want words to expreſy the mercies 1: received by Wy 
prey" 'to' Beaulne.* Str Margaret hath marke1 me, 
oi, in #2 bal Infait eſis, ſurb o diveſting of my ſelf, of, 
all. wirkily- things, 'that it apprars to me my ren1ez0 
where I mult jtrip' my" felf. nake! of all things elſe. © 
"The* year atter; he made © a lecond urn} 
where God. having. alrcred her . reſolution , tot Yb 
ſpeech'-4hd/ converſe with others, he had the hay 
pinels to —_— with — and | ENNgs ac that "t 
time,” a very intimate alliance of grace, receiving 
great - gifts- by means” thereof The _—_—_ Be 


| 
L 
| 
/ 
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» cource of all the reſt; being far our Saviour ery"; 
”- gaged him, as he had done her, in a more pat: 
| —_ deyorion, to the myſteric of tis —_ 
| - try wp in him the nth of the : 
Graces d Spifit. 
- This hoy ma (while ty nt may be high- 
eſteemed by us, conſidering his extraordinary os 
into _ macs) great] valued this 
es bo or tifyin boy ding be 
s teſtifyrng how great a 
feckoned het intaige , R... whar he 
had reaped ped” tfom her, even aftct h&r death. To 
on purpoſe by he we thus to me the cightcenth 


Lak - year of tet doth | " 
| : e at 0 
EN nt nf 


the fp" of ber life, and miraculow graces. 1 have 
tived fromi ber , fnce ber death great pmg'd That 


ſad . 
= month' after, I receiyed' theſe lines from 
4 _ fn by the fyte ty 4 view 
i Fo B. Let, No ek repreſented to 
” Bs os that I cdnnot ſs pt fe } avid 
A | # felis were produced by ence; and what lovd 
0B theſe fights ! I am wt to _ in my reſpets, to 
Rs great Saint my Patron, and to that gloriows ſervant 
nat YF-C , who_ bonomred bim very, thixch , whilſt ſhe wat 
hg Ng ; and from whan, without ' doubt, "ſince ber . death, 
| th beg'd to be my Protethor- 1h; is moſt certainj that 
axce QC the 
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piece of bis band. 
let us us rerurn to his application made to the In-" 
EI: yea, i. bis frogs 


which ' we may urder- 
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s 
reat and devotion to the Infancy of our Saviour, be 
To yet well ſettled in it. 1 avenged» fan tin 
fime, But - conld not yet make in my food. 
which the holy Infant, by 4 ſupernatural grace, hath 
feſted and opened himſelf to me , and now 1 ——_ 
him, and am remitted thither for all. 

And to the Priorefs he writ thus : 

I muft acquaint you, that the boly Infant Jeſus, aol | 
me the favonr to apply wif grey his bonoxr, + 
te ap. oY to am, is by op poſitions ; ordering 
3 te ae fy fo, by he nd! of 


In order hereunto, he conſecrated, and gave 
ſelf thereto, in theſe rermsz a copy -W 

* Written With his own hand, and in his own 

he-ſent ro Siſter Margaret, which is kept wirh g 

devotion in that Convent. And another, ſe —_ 

mote inlarged to his Ghoſtly Father to which 

Wrote his name only in Blood, in thele words: 


b- 
Z 


| 
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F Have 


oh <3, 29 8 Bowe of my King, the Holy Lane Tj 


= 
\ 


_ Iy thing of this world, and” <>; 

Gs er, ha acord D 
h ave, an 21on 
fort henceforward, I ſhall Jook ar 


I © ſhall render his 
ſerefore his dey ; Divine Seates of his Infancy. [ 


. my own' being, to become 
*molly 2 flave, ſubſiſtin the holy 

| Got the glory of the” Father, and A he ie, 

Y,This | betied, inco the hands of the moſt b 

y My Parron Protettrels, = 
Preletge pf & Foam © and my 

Gafton Jean Bitifh, 


Q2 


4 
- 


| m 
1% the 


And as hedid h an inute heart, conſecrate him- 
© E cd N= ſo —_— —_ 
Fee mz revealing it Make 

wirgd + my op ou that he dathe ſhoul Som La 
forward =_ Pe Oh $pirir -of 
Infancy ; te: be was deſcending $0 mn, tole 
Maſter, 1 his Lig | 


his Inte 

hs Ws his DO. 

atm of my Seve 

my inkex Jekus had beſtowed himſelf. by 
be a Spiritual and Celeſtial Air, for him im 0. bec: | 
cO wh eyen as his body Freathed this S 
ira iqha by Intiocrnce, Foy and Simplicity i} - 
him iaſtcad of himſelf ; actiraws 


nom ſen pn, ns tf a 


lueb aj 
. And herein he made (o latge - a progrek, hath 
ok:n ſaw him wichin'a. beam of light; of encrrared 
ang filled, with the grace of this holy Infancy, like YI : 
I the Ocean, cven abſorpt in that abys 
aboje, riches , beyond his exprethon And 
himſelf Writ concerning it to a perſoty in 
words: 

; The Divine King. of the Cratch, the hol Lifart 7 
doth [0 actumulate bis favours wpon me, that I beſcech you 
thauk hint ; They are m1expls-able. 

From this cime hiscuſtom was every Eve of then 
diy of cach Month, tocnter into his Chappel atren# 
Clockar Nigat tatid there to retnain i prayer till mid- 

| | 9k ored the precious momert of our &# 
{ Vio rs birt he and entrance into the-world, pericgny | 
\ ®Bgecrain attyof Devotion before the Image oY 


of 


WY & ha 
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Sacred nancy, » which farthcr he honoured, by in- 
| child to dinner, enterrainin him with 
reſpect. And during all that cim?z 
thar he the voyage of the Infant Jeſus int» 
Feypt, and return to Nozach, he had w dinner eve- | 
ry day Ag folks, for the honour of Feſzer, | 
uſeph, during Which time he would ne&- | 
| Boy. in a Coach, —_ his buli ic often called 
ro al, you and tronblclome journeys afar off on 


, and at length he quite gave over the uſe of a | 


. After Wee had cngaged himſelf in this deyout appli- 
cation to the Infancy of our Lord ; and being filled 
.,wich his grace, and animated by his Spirit, had re- 
ceived thereby wonderful impretſions and illuminari- 

g Ghoſtly —_ | _ of him Motley _ 

conceptions of t vinc , an 

n cue thar grace conſiſted , tick begat this 

in the year 1645. 
7 or oct wa wpon me, to ſet down inmwri= = 
qr conſiſts the grave of th: Iif ancy of onr Saviour, 
xs T underſtand it. This Adorable L r4 bath renewed 
we this morning tw» Conceptions, which be hz{ given me a 
ſince, three days one after another, by whic! I ſhall be 
&:: expreſs what I conceive of it. 
"th at my prayers in the Church about a month ago, I 
into ſore * 4 hatadr about my D wation Fg by 
y,: by reaſon that my Spirit ws poſſeſſed with this 
9 @ Chriſtian ſpmeld regard onr Savionr intie.ly, 
bis Incarnation to bis Glory, where be fits at the right 
« boy Father, an1 from whence be ſen1s us bis Spirit, 


_ we foonld make our adreſſes to all theſe myſteries, 


_— 


to our neceſſities z nd therefore to tie our ſelves to one ' 
, were #0 ſen] __ Devotigns, and to limit 
q * tbe 


__————— — ——  ——— — 


= JE Life of _ Chap, V. 

the extent of Verity and Grace. After this, 1 went tq 
receive the B. Sacrament, abondoning my ſelf xobolly to ny 
a— uſual cuſtom. 'A lathe white ofte 


be reſider at 8, Piſa, governing, 
1 , the Greatneſs and of this 

ie of his If ancy; and withal, 1 was inftrutled, that. 
ie axtars is cv Birt, ant raw Abbas. tor os 
6p Cpfrmnis: to, gl + That this is it , to which: 
we our ſelves , and bore ſtay our s, 
and nar Round Lagabaah 1p ) 
on. the (ame manner. I ſaw it raſhmeſs to deſire and 


{hg es per and wphold us them: . 

2 ow © oft; deſwre ily, nlp by 
þ illuminations. Finally, that we ought not preſeutly | 

0 addreſs our ſelves to thoſe other myſteries of axcy Savix; | 
over, but *only to this of the Infancy, which brings #s in. 
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: 


_L— YT rooaiwd 


firſt Leſſon of Abnegatign, to be taught of God, of filence 
without 4 
ger Frungrte rr yoga 


| te Ul Be Jo thr py, and tawght 


WAY by faf to FEE on the contrary, doth 
4 litleneſs, 

NE Ee ere i ef 

= JpuAFgra 0 Father, bow guilty ſhall T ap- 


ge Gol , in anſwering ſo little to the greateſt 
# ad my grief, and a great one, as be well 


| Tia te do or, tel Paul, wo 


efted unto me , Hoc {entire in 
p_y 9 Fee Chriſto &c. Let the ſame pom | 
be in you as Was in Jeſus Chriſt : But ehiefly .vwas 
l affetied. with theſe word: — 7 exinanivir, 
forman ſervi accipiens; He emptied himſelf, rake- 
upon ' him the form ' of j5 fra; nd he 

that follow, Faftus obedicns uſque ad mortem ; Be- 
ing made obedient, even to death. And light was 
me to underſtand, ——_ —— 
of that contemplated three 
raked the Right way rt wen of this my 
, who in bis Infancy humbled” b:nſcf, eves' #0 the. 
w of 4 ſervant, and all the reſt of his life, to ' death 
; obedient 'to the Croft, falloing the  deertes of bis 
, not by eledtion, but by fo ang Pants This 
view confirmed me further, and after another man 

in this myſtcrie. 

Q4 | Tip 
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| The Infancy therefore of our Saviour, is an eſtate, where 


we maſt dye to all things ; and where the: ſoul, in Faith 
Silence, Reverence , Infveence , Purity and Simplicity, deeh 
attend and receive the orders of God, making it rele 
' work in Abnegation, neither looking bfore nor behind, but 
being united ta tht boly Child Jeſus : Who with an 
Reſignation, received orders from bis Father, foi 
bis viſitation by the She and Wiſemer, fr bis Gr 
nil. Ig up to _ fying-into Egypt, bi 
journey to Jordan to be Baptized, int 
the RL be Tempted, for bis Preaching ; and finalh 
bis Death npon the the Go, Reſurreition, Aſcenſon, al 
Conſunmation in Glory. Thus, Father, ought we, methinky, 
6 Ji 2 om oxy Model in theſe ſteps, through the grace 


This © ik wroteto his Direftor, concerning ay 
Moſer, and why he choſe i belore others; and 
\ alſo in a Lent tq another. - 
© For this reaſon, ought we to addreſs our (elves 
"to the nancy, > 7 than the Croſs , or any 
? «ah the : yſterie, bwne he —_— lirnclf, (as 
—_ of his own 8g ure, 
hk , bur not the rg ro 
FF he was hs 00 by 'his obedicgce. "Ta 
© teach ys, tq chuſe, of our Td Annihilation; 
© and akeer, to ſuffer our ſelves willingly, as links 
* children, to be lcd into Egypt, the Neſarr, the 
© and the Cyown 
Beſides theſe ſolid calightnings, » _ to this 
Myſtery, he had moreoyer oth Ling He con 
Vertues of Purity Innocence, "_ Simp 
which 7 ner ſpirit of this Myery, and 


that is utured unto % 
Thats he cx himſelf AI them; : 


—_— 7 CE RT OI TIS, EO IT LESS 0 
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\ Thur bebeld my ſont upon the Bufwark,of Iuvcence; 14 up- 
on the Fonndation of Death, Annibilatimn, and Nakedieſs, ts 
live in Divine Purity, with the boly Infant Teſts. 

Bur becauſe this is ſomewhat obſcure, he writ thus 
more dearly to his DireQor: 

"I have viewed my ſoul upon its ſcitnr'tim of - Death, 


* Hnnihuldtion and Nakedneſt ; that is to ſay, purged ant - 
\epped ous of i ff, and of every cnet For whee 


FY 


is ſuſpended, as in a deſart, fron beholting any 
3 all ind without any prop 10 eff pon, God drary- 
ber flraightway to himſelf, by the cn4s of pure dove, 
be letteth down from beaven ( «s ſaith S. Cathe- 
Genoa ) and this cord is wm» other than the It- 
z in union of whm we ought t5 render woe 
the rights of a perfelt Sacrifice, which in Purity, 
and Simphcity , is ſacrificed and conſioned f. 
It 
ft 


Tent 


'3S 


bath often been declared to me, and this is. 
y baſis ( as far as my infidility may permit me tn 
it ) that T ought to aft no further, ſave by the con- 
of the Infant Feſws , having ſtill befire me bis 'ſa- 
7 & aftings , his unſpotted love to bis Father, bis ſarrs- 
banſelf for bis Ghlery, and "the defirntiim f fin: 
ho ſubmiſſion to oll his Decrees, which he underftiood filt- 
flindly, waited upon with patience , and execnte1 in thir 
ſeveral ſeaſons : In the Manger , in by flight into Egypt ,, iv 
E years Concealment, in his travel till bis Acath ; 27-- 


wihino by his own, but a:cor1ing to the perfect will of hs 
ather. IWhereby I am tanght my tuty, to work, in the ſam* 
puiity of ſpirit : For the conſervation of which, Innocence ant 
are communicated nnta me , like two Bulwarks 1» 
we therein, * 
% Innocence is one Bulrearh, of this Purity x, or if you phleofr,, 
#bright Cryſtal, through which T bebol4 all thingy with-= 
Fence 3 that « to fay, without reveiring infetti ion fron theat, 


[» 


\ 
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| one fr ng : 
erin ſwccour 1's noon, 
Gree of the makinde of reefs ml os I ey ne 
with ; it my Saviours pleaſure I fly to this for 
wa inft thens. Innocence therefore applies it ſelf a © 
what is andy nan, to ye tg yk 
wn far ———_ to ſay, inthe 
Si is the other a ape 7 ay and 
——— == 
ce 
| an fe what bath "of 4 den Thus is my ſoul happity 
ed betwixt two Bulwarks, and two Walls ; whereof the 
4g ay rr preſerveth ber againft the preſent and tht 
ons the other, of Simplicity, from what is paſt and be« 


TREm— dd ſouls that are called to this myſtery, and. 

#0 be acquainted with, and enjoy God, made man, in the. 

yang From which, no doubt, they receive great bleſs 

fngs, in the penetration and pſi of the Puri, Þ Innocence, 

nd Simplicity of this Diviae Babe ; in the ſame manner at" 

wen find it more eafie to obtain favours on the Birth-doy, # 

Coronation of a great Prince, than at other times. 

Thus this man of God, and Infant of Grace, des 

* Clared his ſcnſc rouching theſe three Vermues, and 

ſuch the we noble and vine uh which he made of 

ity having on his intentions, ru-' 

in all his Iateriour and Exteriour ations, fo that 
_—_ he ſingly aimed ar the glory and, intereſt 

God: Juſt as an infant worketh ſiraply; according to 

— - mw King, FT) I0gs ; hearing, cating and ſkep+ 

e 


ing ; perfor purely, according to na» 
rures 
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rures principles, both for the efficient and final cauſe 
Wk of then In like manner doth the child of 
Grace produce all his aftions by the iuſtin& of Grace, 
and hath it for his ultirate end, purely ming = 

O s 


Gods glory, in imitation of Chriſt W 
ved himſelf in the fame manner in Ye Man , tos 
J wards God his Father ; even as a ſucking chill by 
F innocence he looketh upon every objeft with a pure 
and innocent eye, not engaged upon uw thing, bur 
abſtrated and free from all malice, all impreſſions 
of their Species or Idea's, much more from all pol- 
lation from them ; like as the Sun ſhineth upon a 
il, withour taint or imperfeCtion. 
Simplicicy quitred him from all multiplicity, en- 
ts, refleQtions his own Intereſt, Com- 
es, Vanity —_ of Joy or Sadneſs; from 
any of his own Performances or Speeches , from 
Praiſe or Diſpraiſe, or from the Vices of the Times, 
BY Places, or Perſons he converſed with, to receive any 
from them ; no otherwile than a new- 
child beholdeth a Pageantry which paſleth be- 
fore it, which is forgotten as ſoon as removed. 
Laftly, Purity direted his eye in a ſtraight line to 
) ing to nothing but his glory, in any 
thing that man had a hand in. 
: And this proceeding of his all ought to imitate, if 
y deſire to make progreſs in Vertue, and arrive to 
weftion;'and parricularly,thoſe thattreat much with 
\ Ytteir neighbour, in the negotiation of his falvari 
* Far they may do it with more adyantageto him, ar! 
| Uith no ro themſelycs. 


PART 


PART IV. 


Hi Vertues, whereby he was cat 
- red and united to God i 


CHAP. L 


His Intertons, and bis application to the 
Sacred Trinity. 


Lchough- we have habe faid of the He: 

roick Vertues, and famous Aftions of Mon» 
{icur Rexly, which 7 reſpeCt cither to his 
own pericCtion, or the good of his neighbour, is ve- 
iy remarkable : Yet the principal and more admi- 
rble, is that which remains, viz. The tate of his 
Inceriour, and his communication With God. 

«$0 David faith, that the Kings da I 
nous within ; and the Holy Gboſt icttech in 
kfry expreſſions, the Spouſe "in the Canides, for the 
beauty of her face, and of her whole body z But ie 
alds, that nothing could ſufficiently te uttered con- 
= the hidden graces of hex Soul, and mr *” 
W 


"Jn ET Holy Life of 


——A 


but it the 
ok his\ Spirit rowards him 
5 eenlllts cio tr oor yo 


e's Poe The like 


c, bur in the application of 
our union with him by the 


| ts tO p_ Wil; an union _ _ 
with | ran whereby we become purified, 
and deified , = as the bleſſed Gains 


edo' 
This wa Monficur ' Reny's praftice, whereby be 
had: a.rruc feeling of $. Paut's words, Tour life is bid 
. rough. Jſke Chrift 3 concerning which he 
his thoughts th hus to a friend : 
Pb nothing jo this world ſo ſeparate from the worth 
ar Godly, and the greener & the Saints are, the _ thert 


His cate waz inceflamtly to' cultivate and 
ne, ir intimarely to a 


- which were far more charming and attrative; cven'.} 
as the chict __ of our B. Saviour conſiſted 
Mm reg gre the he did _ | 


Tod ey hog en produced in 


ws united # 


1 
4 
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F operations of his underſtanding, and will ; to give ww 
hidden and 


FS hunfelf, wich all his tr to this 
vine lite of Faith, Hope and Charity, of 
of a myſtical Death, and entire Abnegation of umn- 


4 Some years before his death, his particular attra- 
Quive was the comemplation of the B. Trinity, being 
the laſt end in which all muſt rermainare. When F 
+" © opp——_ his. Spiritual Guide, in the 
4+, 7 carry aboxt with me ordinarily an experimental verity, 
, Mad a plenitude of the preſence of the Holy Trinity. 
% eb Lens hs Wy | 


ue the three Divine perſons is manififted to me in a diftindt 
one's 113. The hve of the Father, whichreanciatb ws by bis 
"3 the Father and the Son who give u1 life thromgh the Holy 
Sperit | the H. Spirit which cauſeth us to live in Con- 
_ Feſis Chriſt ; which worketh in is a marvel- 
ns alliance with the Sacred Trinity, and produceth oftem 
hog: earts by fatuh, fach inward feedings, as cant be ex- 


: 
® 


Trinity, whiting us t0 her Sox, 
work by bis Spirit. nd to ſoy the trath, 


_ 
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He wric rs the {ame parry in the year 1648. on the 
fame fubject. | 4 | 
The Peat of the bleſſed Trinity giveth me this oicafion 


write, that wwe may renew over ſebves in the honour an4 de 


pendance we bave wpon this incomparable Myjtery : 1 defire ty 


py hearts with you, to adote that which we are not able ty 


expreſy : Let ns melt into an acknowledgement thereof, and 


Sirtifie our ſelves by the ror of Faith, through Chrift, » 
be perfetied in this adorable Myftery. Infinite things might 


. be ſpoken, which my beart reſenteth, of 4he Latitxede of thi 


grace, but T cannot "#iter them : 1 beſeech you lt w ao 


God, bet us atore Jeſws Chriſt,” let us adore the holy Spirit 


which Spirit diſcovereth unto us the operations of love and 
evercy of theſe Dirtine Perſons in ts, ad be 1 makg good uſe 
thereaf. "© | 


bereaf. 

Fhe (atne yeat he clearly cxpreſfed his conditioff 
and" the mtmet of wholly applying himſclf ro the 
Sacred "Tfihity 5 how that his ſoul was moſt encirel 
wmited t6 the three Divine Pertons ; from whence 
teceived itluminations, and farpafled all humane uh» 


derſtanding; how he lived petperually retired, and 


locked vp; as it were, wich the Son of God, it the 
NE EIS 
*ML Ll a r 
GE his Sandtification and Perfcfion ; how he did: 
dear within himſelf the Kingdom of God ( which he 


explained by a teſemblanice of what the Bleſled enjoy 


It heaven ) by verrite of that view and tranſcendant 
jz< of the ſacxed Trinity, which was commu- 

wicated ro" him; 'and that pure Love by which he 

felr his heart inflamed, and, as ic were, 

mr Got, in whom he poſicfied a foy and repoſe be” 


PRLEIIgNs That in this eſtate he had 4 coh-' 
jermiry with the Sort of God, by mma = 
W- 


EPRSO2 
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fellowſhip in his Beautitude and "Sufteria 
which he Se wa here below, and that by his hop 
were 5 ane: in him , the myſteries X 
od Saviour in this world = 
rendring Hes as a daily ſacrifice to the Fs ; 13H 
breathing after the Reſurreftion , and mr 
Conſummarion in Glory. Such Was the Aha 
of this -_ rowards the B. Trinity, in which 
5 yells, and in Which, he dyed, 
© bis ottee? was often wont -to ſay, 
t 2 man is call'd up hicher, he muſt abide 
there without any changing. 
mug this way, and treading theſe paths 
he an admirable progreſs to the pirch aye 
jon attainable in this life, cach Perſon in the 
Trinity - wy Lv in his ſoul wonderful impreſ(- 
= grace ſcaling him with their gurtfaciar che- cha- 
- a__ him in an 


The Father k ins retired and recollect- 

&d in his own boſom ; _ e beſtowed upon him 

a large ſhare of his own infinite inclination to coms 

_ ner - —__ and of this bleſſed Ce- 

I FT wild, ba bun ie ks Eilamning His heare wh 
| of the Spiricz ing bis heart wi 

GY love towards mankind, front 

did _ that unparalcll 'd chatiry whercof 

Wave ſpoken. 

Son transformed him into a liy ely i of 
through the reſemblance of his own 1 
* beſlowing on him a filial ſpirit, co acquir him 
I towards him in all his endeayouts, with that 

reverence, faith, confidence, loye and obe- 
, as is required from a Son toa Father ; bring« 


ing 


5 CG... 4 


" ? * 
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Ing him into ſuch a condition, as that God ſpake to 
him Interiourly, producing in him his word, accom- 
panied with {uch power and fircngth, as Was able to 
rouch mens ſouls, and work in rhem the bleſled 
fruits of @lyarion. 

The Holy Ghoſt ( thar infinite pure and reciprocat 
love of the Father tothe Son, and of rhe Son to the. 
Father ) cleanſed him from all the impurities of {elf- 
tbve, and felf-ſecking; cnflamed him with a per- 
fk love towards taught him the way of ſpi- 
ritualizing all nuaterial things, of fanifying all in- 
different things, of cxcrating good onr-of all eyil ; 
and finally, of leading a life _ {piritual, after the 
grand pattern of our Saviour. This he expreſled in 
we, ina Ecucr to his Dircaor, writ in the year 
1047. 

* The Divine goodneſs workerh in me, that which 
© am not able to expreſs : I poſſels even rhe B. Tri-- 
* nity, and find diſtinly in my ſelf the operations of 
© the three Divine Perſons, 
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CHAP. IL. 
His Faith. 


HE beter to take this Spiritual Life in | 
we will begin with his Faith, the prime Theo» 
logical Vertue z which Gulielmus Parifienſis calls the 
Primzem Vivens of the foul 5 and S. Pal, the firſt ſtep 
we make in our adyance rowatds God. 
This bleſled man ſtudicd with patricular care a ſo- 
lid foundation in this vertue, knowing the incredible 
conſequence rhereof for a ſpiritual life, and how all 
| , i , 
-F other vertues depend on it, as on their Roor, their 
5 | - Rule, and Meaſure. 
* (how good a thing (faith he, in one of his Let- 
ters) © is it to live of Faith! I ſeem to underſtand 
* his Vertue every day berter and better : Thoſe thar 
| *arc eſtabliſhed in this, the life by which the juſt 
* ive (according to $. Pax!) are at length compleated 
gn” a Perfetion, and enjoy here the firſt fruits of 
* ploxy. 
H: poſſeſſed this grace in fo high a degree, thathe 
was more aſcertained of the preſence of God, of the . 
verity of the myſteries of our Faith, than of the ſhi- 
p | - ing of the Sun. He cruly lived by Faith, this was 
'F the path in which he walked, working all by the 
ſpiric thereof: Hereby he looked upon things nor 
,ovly wich his corporal cyes , but with thoſe thar 
- pierced deeper, con(idering them, not according to 
. their preſent or paſt A TY or the order of na- 
2 rure 5 


_ A oe. 
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' rure; bar cheik furure and eternal, according to 


their relation to grace and glory ; regarding -no- 
thing, but as ir was, or might, be a means of his 
own or others falyation. Alt his works were per- 
formed by the hand of Faith, which prove ſtrong 
and eflectual; which more willingly handles Ulcers, 
and leathſome ſoars of poor people, than gallants 
do Sattins or Velyets. ; 

_ © The pure and vigorous Faich of the primitive 
©* Chriſtians (ſaid be) cauſed them to att without 


' © thoſe conveniences and neceſſaries which we ſtand 


© upon ( Which indeed argue the decay and weak- 
©ne&8 of Faith) ſuch heroick, aftions, as we onely 
©now admire; theſe afſuredly lived by Faith , 
© without atiy form and compoſition of their 'own 


5 (our ſpirit in” great Simplicity ,, Efficacy and 

_ * Verity. | 

| Beir' fortified by this Faith, he was wont to 
ſay - 3 


, that he felr no difficulty at all, when our 
Saviour {enſibly deſerted him for a time, and fent 


' him great ariditics;; attriboriig all thoſe wg: 


tudes, impatience , and anxities, which we 
under, in this eſtate of privation, to the want of 


. this grace. I haye raken out of one of his Letters, 


whar *he writ to rhis purpoſe. 
» * We ſeldom. meet with perſons addiffed to 


_ * prayer ; thar can behave . themſelycs prudenty 


© under Interior derelitions; or that can haye 


© patience ro Wait 'for ſome! time at the door of 
© {enfible conſolations and enlightnings, without ma- 
© king a forcible cntry ; that do. not chafe chem» 
| © ſelves, andcaft this way. and that way, and feck 
© by. their own” means to procure them z ſerki 

_ *for another ſupport than that of Faith', wh 

%e. P , 3409 0 090.5 
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FWhercupon he is pnatncd Zvich' the *name 
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. *albrie ſhoulI” fuſice any: ſpirirual man : Theſe 


© ſenſible guſts arg bur ſent as ſupplements of the 
* lircleneſs, arid 'cotdials for the _— of faith ; 
© Bue the juſt" ſhould live by faith; arid upon-thac 
© foundation tſt- himlelf in expeRation of our Sa- 
© viour with patience: Our: inconveniences atiſe 
from hence, that we are a people of little faith, 
© to diſcern rhings by its light, alrhough we often 
© pretend to/ kriow 'mote than” really we do. 


To another” he 'wric concerning this poiht (up-" 


on the 'ſubje&t of the Centarions faith ) thus: 
*Where ſhall we - meet with a Faich- compa- 


*rable to that of 'the Centurion > Alas ; what a 


*ſhame is this'to our Spiritual perſons, who 'talk 
© much of ; but indeed have little more than 
©the ſound", "ſcarce any thing -of the truch and 
© effe& thereof > how ' few are there that cat/bear 
Fthe affliftions" of ſpirit or body, with a "naked 
Faith, and ſuch -a ſimplicity as 'ſecketh remiedy 
©otily from God, and maketh uſe 'of patierice , 
©when comfort not appeat fo ſoon” as ex- 
. :\We all 'covet to enjoy Jeſus Chriſt ſen- 


 ©fibly, and that he would come to- our - houſes , 


©o cure our anxicties-: And. for. want of | theſe. 


_ *ſenſible comforts, the Spirit runs and wanders on 


all , ſeeking repoſe, bir fildes it” be- 
Gcanſe indeed it is not to be fourid in her aftion, 
bur only in her ſacrifice made in Faith , which 
Fbrings down the Spirit of Chrift, which is onr 
ſtrength and life,” in the midſt of troubles, and” 
©of death. The Centurion was aſhamed and con- 


- © founded thar' Chriſt would come ro his houſe, 


© his Faith mounting far above theſe ſenſible ſigns: 
Oo 
%o 


245 The tbh Life of — Chap Il, 
<a.aive: believer, and to propounded: to us for a 


Menſicur Rewy being animated by this fpirit- of 
Paich, made no reliance upon any thing that came 
to him by an extraordinary WY a reſting neither 
upon he Revelations, inward Motions or zMi- 
racles , but ſolely yous- a pure and naked Faith, 


bury him ro 

c x poten on he wric to his DireQor, 

touching a buſineſs imporrance : 
Ji _ _ y0n.6 a Paper, w whe I received three 
a perzon, of gan grear yertue, Whom 
© yOu _—_ om w— kept for me, nor da- 
© ring to truſt ic with : That which 
* confirmeth me in the m——_ | had of her folid. 
© yertue is, that ſhe neyer told ne pn ana | 
*to which I did not my felt veakifpoted: 
« Interiourly'; This is as a ſeal ro:contirm my for-- 


© mer concerning this, withour building: 
Flee p/ the cn Ap ſelf; for we ſhould 
SR eapropeon any thing, and of all 

wag a ſimpliciry of Faith withour 

© diſpute , En, fol which our Saviour doth to the- 
; fo the time preſent , be it concerning chis 


Going to Beamlne, where Siſter Megaret of the B, 
07 relided ( famous for many miracles, w 

had wrought in her, and a perſon v worthy 

vilited ) ) he (aid \ That he would neither deſire 

her, nor ſpcak with her one's our Saviour 

ſhould make known unto him, thar ſuch was his will, 

he would endeavour it, otherwiſe he would not ſeck 

any occafion for ir. 
er time being at Djjon, when the bleſſed 
Sacrament 


Sacrament was expoſed, lome triends -inviting-him 
to. draw near to the Altar ; he replycd, That he 
had no 'nced "of ſight for ro believe, and that his 
_ went further than - what his eyes could ſhew 
um. 

+ Hereby we may underſtand the great Faich of 
this man of God ; and undoubtedly ic was with 
her cycs that he beheld every thing; and by her 
hands that he accompliſhed all his aCtions,- and 
aſcended to ſuch a perfefion of all Vertues; from 
whoſe example we 'may learn the diredett way 
to attain thereto; which is, ſtedfaſtely ro believe 


the verities of Chriſtian Religion, and be y , 


perſwaded thereot : As on the contrary, the v 

fource of all our ſins and vices, and generally .of 

the miſchiefs in Chriſtianity , is the weakneſs of 
Faith, ya we are neither throughly. convinced 
of thoſe ſacred Myſteries, nor guided in our affairs 
by the Rule of Faith: Ir was our Saviours advice 
Noli- t mere, tantuemmo1o crede; Fear not, only believe Wt; 
thou belicveſt firmly, thou ſhale be dehivered-from 
all evils, and be accompliſhed in all yerruc. 
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ed in 
who bein a 


firm 
Fairh in God , had -likewiſe an. -undamed cod 


fidence in him, and an inflamied affeftion w 


him. 

This confidence was built upon the knowledge 
and cxpericnce of the Power, Goodneſs, Mercy 
and Bounty of God, and of the infinite Merits of 
our Saviour : And being grounded upon theſe rwa 
Pillars, he hoped all and believed rhat he 
could accompliſh eyery thing. He uſed to ſay, that 
when he look'd at himlielf, there mas nothing io lictle 
wherein he @ np not difficulty ;- but when he 
look'd up » he could think nothing i 
ble co himſelf : And this diſtruſt of h was 
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He writ to a perſon concerning theſe rwo grand 
points, Which indeed ought to hold the ballance of 
all our aftions, cven before God. 

_ * © The diffidence you have rp ſelf, makes me 
j vaey ons upon the good) of uch a condition, and 
6 the ſure foundation thereof, which the Church 
' we ſhould cyer conſerye, placing at the be- 
* vinning of cyery hour of the Divine Office this 
eVikcle Dens in Adjutorium menm intende, Domije ad 
© adjevandam me fiſtins ; O Lord attend mnto my help, O 
5 Lord make baſte to affift me: Whereb we ſearn thar 
the ſoul is in continual danger of a Precipice, if not 
F ſuſtained ty that infinire mercy, which he is daily 
ro-myoke, for her preſervation from ruine :- And 
Freally we ſhould continually fall, if we were nor 
*conunually z therefore the Church hath 
© divided her for the ſeven parts of the day 
tin thar the number of ſeven comprehends all 
© time: the world being created under this number, 
Fro teach us wor we Kors at all rimes retain this 
«x - Boy + . 
iiSdence of qur ſelyes, and Confidence in Gods 

--This Hope of his was ſo great, that in all affairs 

| | berclied not upon his own prudetice, conduR, care, 

_ ov or any humane contriyancies, 

| ne. ſaying, That after we have 

| done our duty, with orear Diffdence in our ſelyes, . 

; | we ought to attend wholly on him, and wait his 

- | time, without preſſing the buſineſs; or entrench- 

. be upon his Prerogative. And thus he writ to a 


- * As for my children, I leave them in the hands of 
*the Holy Infant Jeſus, without derermining any 
Ething concerning thern, not knowing what ville 


- 
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<fal to morrow : He. giveth me great confidence in 


© his procetion, which renders me altogether blind, if 
« without wiſhing any thiing, bur being ready for his Fi 
* will in eyery thing | 4 

Guarded with this } ent confidence, he feared 
nothing, but remained firm and reſolute againft alt 
accidents -—7 encounters 4 He walked _ 4 fn 
places, at all times, in the ftreers, in the fie 
ns br night, travelling through Woods and Fo- Yu 

that were bruted to be dangerous, and iroqueey k 
ed by Robbers, without fear, withour other | 
{ive weapons than what his confidence in God did th 
arm him with, carrying about him ſo much good» Yr 
neſs, he was above all thoſe frights, which natures 
ſubje& to, not moyed with ſudden alarms or ac- 
dents; ſo that we may call him, The Chriſtian 
without fear: And to fay the truth, there i nothing 
deſerves our fear bur fin, ſince nothing elſe can hun 
us ; all other things prove, in fine, adyantagious, if 
we make good ule of them. ” 

One day a ſcaffold, on which he ſtood with the Y 
workmen, erefted about his building, fell down and 
hurt ſome of them ; with which he was not ams- 
zcd or moved at all, for his own particular. His (pk Y-# 
rit remained unmoveable, and in the ſameconſtancy, 
being firmly ſerrled upon him that is not fubje& ro xe 
change or alteration. % 

A friend told hina one day, that he was fearful w'F 
walk in the evening without a ſword, in the ſtreets* 
of Peris, and that he deſired to be quir of that rime- 1 
rouſneſs, yet could nor fatisfic himſelf, to be found "a 
unarmed 1n caſe of. an aſſault, intreating his advice {6 
in the buſineſs: Who told him, that of a long, en w 
he had left off the ule of a (word ; and that a ey | 


, 
h 


Ba - - 
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Rad commended the bulincls to God by prayer, he. 
rat follow his inſpiration ; aſurin himſelf, that 


aver us, is much according to our rc- 
. ele words were found in one of his Letters to 


© My ſoul being armed with Conidence, Faith, and Love, 
bars neither the Devil, nor Hell, nor all the (tratagems of man z 
wither think, T at all on Heaven, or Earth, but only baw to 
il the will of God in every thing. 
He qe y ce nnd, a 00 very notable wy 
through t engrh of this Vercue, even ar ſuc 
times, When he hath been afflicted with great aridi- 
Lubes nagar FE F 

.h our aridities wation, of the ſenſe and feeling of 

nace ( Laith he, in a to a friend ) is manifeſted an 
Whwaick abnegation of oxr ſelves to the will of G14; when un- 
'F Hype, believing againſt H pe we ſhew our ſelves ta be true 
Bw of A " Tac ſhall mt die, though the knife be 
Ya bicthr1at; and in caſe the true Ilaac hauls, in fine, be rn- 
Yied, it is but to make us conformable to the Croſs, and out of 

L | 

aber wrote to 4 prue and better life. 

" Thus likewiſe he writ to his Dirctor : 

»Þ bave @ very clear inſight into the great want I have of my 
ven ; bm 1 bebold in b5 riches, an1 my ſelf in mv deep 
paerty 4: bin I lot apon invironed in power, an4 my ſilf in 
 Jnakgeſs 5; whereby my ſpirit being filled with content, by 
fm of th:ſe wr ls, Quid eſt homo, quod me- 
kar es £jus> Whar is man, that thou art mindful 


Wim 2 doth reſt apon # tota} abandoning of its ſelf into bis 


£77 wwds, Langanimiter ferens, bearing patiently, 
"or dwelt long xpon my ſpirit, though I did. not; at firſt r= 
wer whence-they- ere takin, or what they Want : only 
4- , this, 
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this, that T muſt wait with patience for the comman4s and 
approach of my Saviour, without putting my felf forward by 


3 

ory ll te New Tins, Book, 
light upon the fxth Chapter to the Hebrews, where the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of Faith and Patience, whereby i 
promiſes; qui fide 8 patientia hareditabir 


fionern 3 and ſo waiting patien ed O- 
miſe: This paſſage touched me to the very heart, and rele» 
ved my languiſhing 3 rogetber with another paſſage | of 
S. James, which preſented it ſclf ye om 


fore 
Þohold rhe hucbandman waiterh 


receive the fruit of the earth: 
in peace y" #pon the ſolid foundation" of Hye 


_ ation. 
, As this incomparable Vertue enricheth the ſonl that 
is perfeatly ſtated in it with a profound repoſe, a 
joy, 2 wonderful 7 


It for him that 
rions Kingdom, to ſet at nought a Pad of 
© did it communicate to this holy = 


excellent and imprinted in his 
noblc ne * wr og 


—_— tte of the plea! that ( 

ng it a ta ealures t are Erernal 
Bon x dc , aſſured hopes 
A 
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”: Whercby he was incited with all his , to 
others in the purſuir of this Verrue, 
is own experience, the incſtimable benefies 
, underſtanding it ro be our Lenitive in all 
;, our ſtaff and y in all weaknefles, and our 
z Inſtr them conti- 
ro the end that he mighc 
A © us incothis Port, and cauſe us to reſtin it, doth 
) y permit us to be aflaulted with temptations 
tryals, che _— = . usto m_ recourſe 
him, ' aid and ſuccour, relyin 
i Þ him, begy ence. The like inſtraticn He 
Raye to a certain perſon, upon occaſion of the Apo- 
ſtles amazement , when they beheld our Saviour 
_—_ 0 he was, and rook him for a 


hk this was without a ſpecial providence, that owr 

w ſuffered bis Diſciples to go alone into that ſhip, and 

; wintd to ariſe ? Who knows not, that in . 
F ame Inc be faſhions the ſouls of the faithfl, by bis 

es, and by theirtryals, that be may afterwards manifeſt 

4 1 power, upon the ſear and tempeſts, quickping thereby our 
Taub, , and evi himſelf to be the Meſſias and tyue Deli- 
| xr of the But obſerve we how many Chriſtians in 
off i} tr ſufferings are affrighted with the Apoſiles ſeeing our $a- 
wal | r marching on the waters: Every thing makgs them 
yp raid, the = Foy the waves, yea, even Chriſt bimſelf (that 
(® Be) the anxieties of their ſpirit , their own diſputings , 
| Y vajo thoſe good counſels that others give them far their eta- 
Chriſt }e ſos ; fore God : All this appears 
| & a to amaze bene, wnleſ7 Chrift himſelf gra- 
«| weſly appear yet more wnto then to comfort and ſtrengthen 


# 


. a «+ x 


Shall 
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' - Shall we always want confidence, thus to think, Chrift ; 
Phantaſm ? Shall we not addreſs our ſelves to bim in all ow 
neceſſities, as to our Lord and Delmverer ? The Jews brough 
all their fick, folks to bim, and be cured them : What it be 
become a greater Phyſ.cian of the body, than of the ſoul ? Nh, 
no, oxr tntle Faith, ourlitile Love, onr little Confidence, i 
the cauſe of our languiſhings, and unfruitful anxi.tics of ſj 
rit : Let us go flrait to him, an all will be cured, 


CHAP. IV. 


His love of God. 


EEING the Love of God is without contradiftion} 
the molt excellent and peric6t of all vercucs, and 
that which principa!ly, and above all the reſt make 
a man a Saint ; wecannot doubr, that this holy man 
was poflefled thercof in a were eminent degree, andif 
that he loved God with all his heart. This Loy 
he founded upon his infinite perfections and favour} 
which may be perceived by whar he wrote to his Di 
rector in the year 1648. concerning this Queen of al 
ercues. 
Or Glorious Lord bath from time to time, with bit 
ſplendent beams ſhone upon my ſoul, quickfing ber therewith 
which have appeared in ſuch ſcveral manners , and. ban 


. wrought ſuch great things in a ſhort time, as woul! taks: : 


far more to write them, which really T am afrai4 to 1 
dertake or begin. They ll concenter in this one point, 

love of God through Jeſws Chriſt, bis communication of bi 
ſelf to us by the Incarnation of bis Eternal Wurd, and org 
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* him through the ſame Word, becoming our brother, converſing, 
© with ws, and erefting, as tt were, a mninal ſocicty, that we 
” mav be all one in him, and experimentally feel what the love of 
God is toward ns. p 
* In all that Iread inthe Scrifture, I neither underſtand nor 
© find any thing elſe but this Love ; and perceive clearly, that 
' the very deſign and end 4 Chriſtianity is notbing tut it. Fi- 
nis aurem pracepri eſt charizas de corde puro-z The 
"end of the Law is love, our of a ſincere heart : Ant 
this is acquired by Faith in Chrift Jeſus, as the le ſaith 
in the following wirds, Fide non fiQta; by Faith un- 
feigned : Which wniteth and bindeth us to bim ; whereby we 
ſacrifice nnto »he Drvinity our fenls and onr bodies, through bis 
Shirit, which condarfieth us to the compleat end of the Law, 
to deliver ws wp to God, and bring him down to us, in cha- 
.rity, and a gracious inexplicable wnion , to whom be praiſe for 
_ | ever, Amen. ” ——— 
100 - beart was this morning enlightned with a great Charity, 
uy eſe words, That Wonre ſer in this world m_—_ 
Wand love, and ſeryc God : I/hich gave me to underſtand, 
mn that the trae effett of the knowledge of God is to annibilate owr 
08 ſelves before him : for this knowledge coming 10 diſcover unto 
Es that infinite Majeſty, the ſoul abaſeth and emptieth it ſelf, 
hf throw7h the deep ſenſe of fear and reverence, according to the 
| _—_— diſcovery * And this is the f.xft flep of 1be ſoul 
"= i 1b eſtate. 
Ns the Ive of God manifefted to ws ia the giving us bis 
Jon, begins to affett us with love : And as the former view 
[E bis greatneſs contrafied ns in fear, ſo this bis love in Chriſt 
Tins enlargeth and elevateth us to love God in bim, and to 
[ ſome good deſires according 6s #7 Spirit breathes in 
Ww: 4n4 this is the fecond flep. 
'* The third is, to ſerve him (that is )) by putting this love 
4 prafiice by geod works ; For theſe Gefires are but bloſ- 
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eternal. 
ths Wricing to another perſon, he cxpreſſeth himſelf 


je that be bath diſpoſed you 
hapho Aa rn to lead you 
without that cannot be 


' an Oblivion of = FP rr rn ps 


Pows ch did he expreſs the nature of Love, not to, 
conſiſt in raking, bur giving; and the more and 
greaeer matters we give, the more we maniteſt- our 

This Love carries up the Lover, according 
to. the meaſure of its flame, continua ro think. up- 
on his Beloved, to will what may LR him. to 

ſtudy his intereſl, to procure his glory, to do every. 


thing that _ wark his contentment, and to be ex- 


ye of any thing thar may offend 


CRnny a 

—Accrdingy, being alan fire with the. loye of 

KeEPr ſenſible of all. theſe eftefts: All 

his - Inna words, and works were the prod 
ors of thus love z for notwithſtanding, he 
other y ye. drew their args mn this, 
Furnace of which in him was. th | 
ning, and —_ and end of all: which hen 
ro his Confideats tly, and.ig words {0 ck 


- 


| 
] 


ith it, 

2en hearrs. have oblerved (ith one of his Confi- 
dents) this Divine fite ſo ardent in m tym ſoul, 
that the flames thereof have burſt forth into his Ex- 
teriout 5 abd he hath told me, that wheneyer, he 
pronounced the name of God, he taſted ſuch a ſweer- 
neſs upon his lips; : as could nor be cxpreifed 3 and that 
he was cven jerced through with a heavenly ſuavi- 
ty. To he wfir nine or ten years 

that he .could not conceal from him, hy 
«fire inhs hear, which barn and conJuned thou 


x of them aſſures; that he bach fn ſeen 
him! enflanied with this love of God, that h 
oaged woen tw one belies hralelf; and how 
im; When t tranſportings were upon $ 
he was read ro calt himſelf into the fire to tefti- 
> his Love ro : and in one of his Letters ro a 
\ he concludes thus: 
\ w/e not» bold my peace, yet when I ceaſe to peak, the 
, that will not les me reſt : Lat us 
burn then, dad bir wholly, dnd in every part, for God 
being but by bim, why then do we we live 
to bim ? I ſpeak, tt aloul; and it would be my crown of glory, 
PIE blood, and this I titer ts you with great 
\*. In a Letter to another thus. 
T kyow not, what your intent war, to put into your Litter 
lbeſe words, Dens Dens meus, 8 omnia; my God, and my 
[: Only you invite thereby, « return the ſame to you, and 
to all creatures, My God, and my all z my God, and 
all my God; and my a 7 bye yoo 
for * whittoz, and ſe it to txpr 


PEE) if poſſible [de fl Ly Wyre 


vitation, 
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vitation, and not 5 my ſenſe f! Likewiſe, 'be 't © 

20 you ob mg rc P wy God} and my all , 

Hd if you doubt of it, T ſhall ſpeak, it # bitife1 'tmes 'oves. 

T foul ad n> more, for any thing «ſe is ſuperflunts th 
\ "Bin that is truly penetrated with my God; and'm 
all: I leave you therefore in this happy ſte of Fubilati 
rt andE to beg for me of God, the ſolid ſenſt-of 
row the 


Being tranſported with this love of God, it wrought 
in him an incredible zeal of his 'honbur which be 
procur'd and advanced a thouſatid ways: Which may 
underſtood partly by What we have alteady writ, 
_ viterer wb ic ny unknown, reve 
were w piri or concealed by him even 

from his roolt incniate friends The 12of Marth itt 
*the year 1645. he writ thus to hig-Director, upon 
this ſubje& : 


One day being tranſported wth an earneſt defire to be all ts 
God, and ll conſumed for bim, T offered uh to him: all 
could, yes, and all that T towld not : T winl1 willingly have 
made a Deed of Gift to him of Heaven td E£a#th, and if they 
had been ntine. Anil in a1 ther way; I'w1l4 willingly have 
been the utnderling of all mankind, and in the baſeft eſtate poſ- 
Fble z yea, and f ſupported by bis. grace, T' toul1 have bert 
content, to have ſuffered eternal pains with the damned, if any 
glry might bave accrew'd to him thereby. In this diſpoſition 
of a calm zeal, there is no ſort of Martyrdome, no degye 
greatneſs or littleneſs, of h»nner or diſgrace,” that paſſed * not 
thrmgh my ſpirit, and © which my ſoul would not readily have 
embraced for the advancement of bis glry : Here a man woull 
be content to be a King, to govern all, or the meaneſt Bey 
ger, of moſt miſerable Wretch, to ſuffer all for bim ; and 
this without reaſon, through an exceſs of yeaſon. It i an 
. fmpoſible thing to nnderfland, how in ſo ſhort time the forll, 


was * 
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fhonld wiÞh ſuch deffirent things,” and @ large diſcourſe would 
be to narrow” to declare ohe circumftance thereto belonging : 


All I could do in this condition, vas to give up my liberty to 
Gol, writing the Dced in paper, ang figning tt with my own 
Þload. | 


See here the zeal of a man, all on fire with the 
love of God, where likewiſe his confotmiry to hig - 
will, an inifallibc mark of this love; is very ob-- 
fervable. 'Thale perſons who knew him perieftly, 
Fa that his gory Sem of his mo 
will, was otie,of his ſingular graces imfelf 
declared, char he was conitanely in this bleſſed 
to which he had applied- himſelf more parricularl 
for ſevetal yeats, in Whith he made it evidently ap- 


that the obje& and end of all his w 
oY Divine will, int which his own pap def 


abſorpe: 

He writ chus to one concetning the fickneſs and 
death of 'che Countels of Caftret, ro Whom he had 
{as we have formerly mentiotied) a very near rc= 
lation, founded upon grace, oy 

I mnt tell yout that during my abſence from the Counteſs 
if Caftres; my heart was tenderly ſenſible of ber pain, know- 

ing that ſhe ſuffered very mach : But my deſire ſubmits to the 
Orler of Gol, and when that is ſignifi:4 to me, he gives me 
grace to obey. . Coming to Paris, I received the news of ber 
death ; when I reſigned my ſelf wholly to God, attending bis 
good pleaſure for what would follow. 
Anorher time he writ thus to his direftor 2 
© Thavehbeen beld theſe three weeks with a feater , together 
with a defluxion, and an exceeding great weadlqeſ+; and 
my frame of fpirit during this condition, bath been a fimple 
(entir of, and adberance to the will and pleaſure of God : 
I diſcover nothing in particular 7% writing ta you, ſaving 
2 that 
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that I bave a beart ready to receive any affatlions that can be- 
fall me. I defire whatever is decrees from above, and beg it 
. with all. my heart. KM 

We have {er down. before, how that in the year, 
1641. one of his children whom he dearly loved, 
departed this lite. When che news was brought him, 
he ipake not one word, nor ſhewed the lealt diſtur- 
batice, but abſolutely ſabmitted ro the order of God, 
correiponding thereuntg. in a perfect reconciliation of 
his ow affection to the child, and his great lols of 


Ac the end of the year, 1643. his Lady, fell deſpe- 
rately Bk, even to Death, ' being left of all ber Phy- 


cls, - and \withour ſenſe : he not- 
widſlanding the deep: reſentment of ſuch. a heavy 
loſs, and a, buſinc{s that rouched him to. the quick 
manifeſted ſuch an abſolute conformity ro the Will 
of God, as brake forch into theſe words : 

] cannot. deny, but my nature is deeply affefted with the 
fſerfe of ſo great 2 loſs, yet my ſpirit is filled with ſo wonderful 
@ joy, to ſee my ſelf in ſuch a flate, as to give up ana ſacri'ice 
#0 my God, '@ thing ſo near and dear to me, that if cruility di4 
not forbid it, I would make appear outwardly, and give fome 
publick, teſtimony of my readineſs thereunts. * 

By this heroick deportment, he evidenced that the 
Will of Cod was ſo abſalutely his, that he not po 
wilFd that which he will'd, though never fo dij 
Culr, bur that he will'd it as God doth, thasis, with 
mtch pleaſure and content : for ſo. God do:hnot imply 
wilt and act things, but wills- and as them with in- 
Gnite delight, being in himſclf moſt icfnirely Pap 
Bur it pleaſed God to reſtore his Lady to her h 4 
wich rcſpe& (as we may piouſly imagine) to this he- 
ro;cal carriage of his faithful Servant ;, as Rewye ro 

a Vow 
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a Vow he made to our blefied Lady, for- che ob- 
raining thereof. | 

Neirher did his conformity only go thus far, but 
advanced further yer, even to things: of a- higher 
conſideration , reterring to his perte&ion and fal- 
vation ; for nomwichſtandings that he carndſtly aſpired 
to Holineſs, and endeavoured thereafter with an 
unſpeakable courage, tervour, and C—_ yer al 
this was With an cntire x&fignation of himſdt to the 
defigns of God, concerning himfſelf.'-' *11't! | 

For opening his Caſe to' his Diref6r"apon chis 
point, he writ thus : NM, frets 

My preſent conditi n conſiſt# in an adberance of ' my will 10 
whatſoever Giyl is pleaſed concerning rhe, an4 thi F'am ſenſibl 
of from the Bottom of my ſoul > Thave of late wnilergone very 
great ar4ties of ſpir.t ( except ſome few intervalty ) where all 
is Laid oven, and my ſoul refigneth berſelf to God'im tn inex- 
phcable manner, which (he remains full of '«ertainty an1 
of truths, which will not eaſily vaniſh, though: they 'tahnot 
withoue difficulty be unfolled. NOKE 

Having writ and figned*with his ow Blood, a 


| Deed of Gift of his Liberty, as we have memioned 


before, he wrir thus ro the ſame perſ.n concernir y 
It. 

Frome that inftant, Go1 hath beſtowed on me ſuch 2 confe.- 
mity to bis Will, that as T acknowledge all things to be guid: 4 


by his band, ſo likewiſe 1 receive every thing from it. 


to another intimate Friend he writ thus ? 

© The Party (meaning himſelf) hath ſince that tine 

© felt ſuch a wonderful great contormity ro the Wi | 
© of God, that he can will nothing, but what Ge 
© willeth ; neither can &e underſiand how any man 
*ſtould will 'any thing elſe : this makcs eyery thi:g 
* pals (mooth and currently. , \-_ 
p, Ti1's 
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diſpolition of Spirit made big 
et themſelves, but as contain 4: inthe ok 
| Deg and this he gaye as a chicf advice to attain 
; NET” tt (Ga he) to giveap it ſof to God 
walking on in Simplicity in all its operations ; applying is ſuf | 
to every thing, not for the thing it ſelf, but in order to the 
Fae , wt engaged at all to but to God, obeying 
m 
nd free this pre Gfordingrion wo the Wil 
of God, his! admizable Tranquility of mind ; 
_ o—_—_ ntain Ned ak Peace 
| e in ſo great 
perfctian; that from, the moſt ſudden ſurpriſals, his 
Spitit was not altered one jor, neirhes were his in- 
eriour faces of body put into any diſorder, as 


bony ym. da 
1 comprebend_ not $9 or ——_ Mertificetion: Ff one 
biver in thi eftete of Conforniiy ; for ſuch finding no ala 


 TRance im by Spirit, 
| whatever Gad willetb, is Nd att, fe we wi eyes, 
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"CHAP. V. 


His great Reverence and Fear of God,which 
produceth in him a moſt admirable pus 
rity of Conſcience. 


Of E of the moſt excellent diſpoſitions of the 

Soul, in her. interiour Lite, is that of grear 
Reverence in the preſence of z as the Scriptures 
mention , thar the Angels continually. abaſe and 
caſt down themſelves with Reverence before ho 
Sacred Majeſty : And Monſicur Kenty was deep 
affected wir* this noble part of Devotion, ; Op 
to God with ſo great Reverencc, as it proccede 
into Trembling. 

And this unſpeakable Reſpect unto Gods Greatnels, 
cauſed him.to walk often in the Fields barcheaded)} 
in the heat of the Sun, or any other uneaſonable 
weather : And-being asked by a near Friend, w 
wes thar keje-him in fach a conflare ule 

and how he artaincd to that wonderful Reverence 
he bore ro God, in all Places, in all Employments, 
and at y 3 times. » os nfwened; The, hr a. his 
Tp eerus preſent 
me, green me this ceping me in 

exceed awe, with a i FN of th arent 
neſs, lng great own vilencl, ang x nodhingneh' | in com- 
[gs of the Sun you will ay 
Dink tr am fir ich i than ha before God being 


$4 Writing 
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Writing to his DireQor June, 1. 1647, he faich ; 
*I hove been byſicd all this laſt month in ſtudy- 
lon, own baſeneſs, I an) ſeized with a grear con- 
accompanied with exceeding « — erence be- 
fore God Eycs caſt "down be. 
fore the Throne of his Majcſty, nor daring to look 


And to another Perſon he writ thus ; 
© Ler us behave our ſelves in the Preſence of God, 
© as the Men of the World do before their Prince 
ho norwichſtanding jhey be Men of {prt, on 
ve their Heads fyll lof weighty buſineſs, yer 


. tre his p Keand "ar Jay — raſan humble be- 
vour peak,not Utmingo oan 
© what he ng all other Fang du 


BE hey arc ens al Civil Relpe®t, and 
0.5 ty to one, perhaps, inferiour To taem- 
elyes in Natbral Parts. How much more 
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in like manner God, in his Greatneſs ,. his Maje- 
ſtie, and all his Infinite PerteRions, is —— 
not onley us that are moſt imperfect , but even 
thole that are arrived to the top of the greateſt per 
fections, that all of us muſt debaſe and caſt down 
pur ſelves, with a moſt profound annihilarion in his 
preſence. 
' This great reſpett he bore to the preſence of God, 
together with his ardent love to him ( of which we 
haye ſpoken in the former Chagter ) ———_—_ in 
him g horrible averſion to the leaſt rhing chat mighe 
oficnd him ; as likewiſe, a wonderful puriry of Con- 
ſcience, His Confeflors report, that he excelled here- 
in even to aſtgniſhment ; aud thatthe Prince of Dark- 
neſs had very little in him. He told a familiar Friend 
one ay, that ir much afflicted him when he was to 


g 
' fo well apprehend him ; and thar, he was often 


his own 
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7 Shane ane) confine 3 7 fhulp wo wade paſtel 
8 my fervauts. h 
1 omitted twice to recite the prayer, Angelus Domini, 


Tent wy 


a cq.,.c o nic - 


one ch nnd ich ſin hy 

eanmarig b robgrr rs mrs wr. 
prating with one about a deed of Chariry 

$ Dn poſe of ſome Orphans, for thei 

telecon i the tr Religion I named inconfider- 

Gent|cmen their Kinſmen, who had re- 


;_ 'thax knew of them before, upon deſign to 
i ——R, that ———— 


« ing pryearoghinhes 7 chi onkee] ma 
F dled -r00 much in that affair, In fum, I am a 
— nat 


 poRers Ge 
| areas one 1 
© feel th en ſelf obſtruſting the li Pham God , 
<1 amsſtrangely remiſs arid : I affure you 
\Lind-mach in my to confoand and hunk 


employed a whole day in taki 
a and nie evening ſein one rms 


- u 
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into che room, who was re by the compan 
{to have maintained an untruth,] ſaid Arbre 
fand for want of care, Behold: the man that main- 
rained that falſity. 
In a = 
I am ſenſible of my f, in mentioning not with- 
out ſome - men VIZ That JT had been ————_ 
« Servant in ſuch a gre at Family : T had a mution within ne, 
wt to bave ſpoken it, rye "it eſcaped from me z of whieh 7 
jp Fr becauſe I ſhould bave been faithful to 
of Go 
Wy T took, place at the Table of a Prieſt, I made great 
ty of it at firſt, but T knew not how I yiclded mat to 


TR Eridt, bur to « Faſon of mls preſent, that "__ 
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ſome manner, might pals for ; or much 
thoſe lpots which curious Eycs ; nh in the 


And ruly , the may dangling , to What 
| SRL NNOCENCY, 2 that is watch- 


+ 4 5. 1 SV - GR 2c... 


+ vB, wo W__ nee 


af AE 
wy 
= (7 my 
Co haiz.” 
= 


£ 


Mh— 


268 The Hoh Life of Chap.V 


CHAP. VI. 


- $7 #* I 
py = 


His great Reverence to Holy Things. 


Mir Rewy did Gor onely carty a great Re 
v 


erence to God, bur likewiſe to all things be 

ing to his Service, and ro all Holy things; which 
enſe of Verrue and Religion ins 

in his ſoul, " produceing the like fruics Extegs 


curly. 

* In the firſt place, he had a fingular reſpett ro al 
Holy places; and it will.be very hard to recount, 
wich what Reipe&t and Deyotign he behaved nh 
{lf in Churches. Ar his entrance, his d 
was exceeding modeſt, and religioufly grave ; 
never {ate down there, nor (uu on his hat, not 
mach as in Sermon time; he would abide there 

| as poſſibly he could eros thre 


MM © ne ac oUÞ@voO©R©nout wwteiffwa oc” Tf OQof @wam.. aw. _ 


grea Feſtival ak to remain there upon his knee 


for ſeven gon ny _— OY very h 
br ng an on of an ron 
him, his : [any was ſhort ; Lad 
i balinel longer time, he would carty 
him forth, or other way free "hinuſelt thereof. 
' Secondly, he uſed grear veneration ub all Ecde: þ; 
ical —_ tothe mean bur the 
yer ve to Prieſts was wond? He would 
upper hand of them, withour cxtreat 


rH, x \f cqocns op tha poll = che 1 


with profound humiliry, and in his Trav { 


, 
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would light off his Hoe go | ir, and render them 
all honour pothble. came to viſit him, 
he encertain'd them IE _ el} at thar 'de- 
re en - _ ro the We ny iT ao7 

at his Tablc, gave then the upper Place, 

ore he obſerv'd to his own, Chaplain. 

hen any Miſſion was in any of his Lordſhips, he 
cd the ohoners apart, Where they . were 
Fra; in -plate,. when other Gentlemen and perſons 
| qualzy Bas that. viſued him, were onely in; pewter, 
Pr cin..all human xzeſpefs. A Nobleman 


bs Lady, came e day ito. him vil 
- rieft, char was Tinor to their 


paid with a Prieſt, x 

After he had. received them, obſeryi Dn 

icft at the lower end of h pO Hall, with un 
Retinue, quitting civill þe Nobleman and 

Lady, he wear downeo Prieſt, ſhewing great 

—_— as to the, maglt honourable of 


, 
. 
b I of 
| 
of 
! 
F 
| 
6 [Kenn &, hisopinioh of the Prieſthood was ſ 
ne, his e Pri was ſo venc- 
& bi, Tokingon i x the moſt yorm means fox 
"1 | 


of God z that he ſaid toa. friend 
is o- he a deſign to enter into that Order, it 
_ pr bring him into a condition capable 


88. had this ſingular Reverence toward 
| {idem, "a? iſc 12 jen carneft deſire thak theys 

e- Y anc generally all Eccleſiaſtical perſons, ſhould un 
xtand the ency of the condition, to-which 
d hadcall'd em, leading a life agreeable to their 
mity. He —__ to his Dixctor in the car, 1645. 
occaſion of ſeveral Eccleſiaſticks of his acquain- 
,: Who correſpond not to-their Profeſſion and 
ligation, that his heart melted into nay: for 
them, 
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chem, and that (he! proitrated himlelf before hi} 
Saviour,” and wick! tears for ſome Apo 
ftolick Spirits to be ſem amongſt us cur poor Fiſh 


3 "1+ 
Give ws, O Lord ontr pave Fiſhermen, I often repeated ;1| 
meant the Apoſtles. ' Bit this word ran mach in my mi 
ae being able to uſe any other ; and 
por theſe words,” Peichevrs &P 
Somers. , 


n for 6 * 


and bimble life, 


- 


4 


7 


age. 


. , 


— Youre 


I 7 ws OY POR" 


"Monſtenr de Reney. —_ 
nn fo member eſesiwens? T have of 
y preſent s that endure ©] now 
gon ſhould alarm 2d than nt that you 
j ainft the Goſpel, which is the 
EEEe a for : Theliew# will be the ng 
s ts gather «juſt cauſe of epoch from your cign. Fe 
own part, I do not wonder at theſe croſſes, its fi 
» that you b. bnging to Jeſts Chrift, and © oor 
vontraditiion to be your portinn : 
of your fleſh. Be you only firm in your corfftinie” yon 
no florms from rnthout to #ronble- jou, oy 
that light that bath guided and profſedyoit vhs 
| I pray God deliver you from the reaſonings of fleſh 
1 Phich often multiply upon "tes in foch winters ; 
Jow, that if you give nov tar to them, God will 
himſelf nao you ( thut is ) be will comifors 
"is fab, and in experience if the gift of bis Holy 


To another he writ thus 1 / I,"1G 
$5 Bleſſed tbr 'ever be the Bleſſed Infarit Jeſus, for 
jathe happy entrance of choſe! rwo deyout-{ouls into 
©Kcligion, which you mention 1/1 ſhall rejoyce ex- 
Jingly in their perſcyerance,” che'beft argument 
$of their eflechua) calling.” ' If | the ohne f patty you 
*know of, had a little more confid and courage, 
break her ferrers, ir wonld be 4a oper 
+ And ſurely, there is not reed x *4 
te and deliberation, Re. 
who to the Gentiles is fooliſhneſs, and to'the 
> ſtumbling block. This world is a ſtrange 
many s/f EEE. 
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_ Echuſerh. Bleſled be thar lirtlenels, which is held for 
© weaknels, L 7» overthrowerh all the Power and 
© Prudence of 

Treating with ſome Religious Perſons, he ſeem: 
ed, as it were, rapt on a ſudden ; with the con- 
of their happy condition, {peaking to hea 


thus: 

O bow are Siſter ! 
va Af wits, ig wk o. Girls of te 
them, 2s ample ack 0 Y , as: wrough 


acknowledgment of their  obli- 
God; and a courage to proceed in- well 


=P following {Leiter he writ to a Gentlewoman 
Wo eutred into Religion, who next ubder Ga, 
owe her — hum 


tote uy viour with all Reverence, 8 
d dipoitors our profeſſion, l 
I undetftand, and. am, ſ of 


ab ee wrohe in on, whereby | aflure/ 
my fell I am:tq expect, : 
Sa nan ul chat give) 4 
erces magna nimis 5 Her exoee ing grett 
a leap which puts you: 
2dored be God who 
pe} is wiſdom and lave to1 
ſends his Sqa to ir to redeent ig from the. Lav 
ceanſlares it into rhe Adoption df 
is hath he now wr tenet wah af 
© more Special manner; and the rſt way tht 
<could be. ou Was never united ro 
u are now, by your holy ; You! 
to give, that was never þ 


CE ILEND to receive, char was! "1 | 


formerly 
- 0 
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6 formerly in his poſſcfhon : Bur new all is given; 
© and all is teceived, andthe murual donation is accoms 


c_—__— . 


© pliſhed 5 no rhore Self, 120 more Life; no more In- 
. bhephtance, but in Telus Chiriſt: He isall, in all things; 
| * until the time; that ( according to the Apoſtle ) be 
if © delivering us up all, and wholly. to his Father , his 


© Father alſo ſhall be in Jeſus, and in all his members, 
© all inall, for ever. Amen, 

Fourthly, he had a very great Devotion to all the 
Saints in Heaven, but more parricularly to S. Jo h, 
and S. Tereſa, whom in the year, 1649. he choſe for 
his Pacroneſs ; arid above all the reſt, to the Saint of 
Saints, the B. Virgin in teſtimony whereot, he de- 
dicated himſelf ro her Service at Ardilfers , then , 
hen he deſigned himſelf. for a Carthuſian. And in 

the year, 1649. he deſircd to be admirred ihto the 
*Socicty ere&ed to- her honour, in the houſe of the 
»profeſſed of the Jeſuits of S. Lewis, and fot many 
"years, he wore a Seal upon his Arm, with her 
"Image graven, whete with he ſealed all his Letrers, 
'We have Likewiſe mentioned , how he gave to 
"an Image of Noſtre-Dame de Grace, a heart of Chry- ' 
Tal, {ct in Gold, to teſtific to that Admirable 
Mother ( as ke uſed often. to ſtile her ) his loye s 
a.d that with this hearr, he reſigned up to her his 


=.T" 9...” 


1% n. | ; 
I: Finally, this man of God, moſt entitely honoured 
and loved the Spoule of Chriſt, his Holy Church, re- 
encing every thing that came from hex, making 
ear account of all her ceremonies, ſaying, That he 
bund a. cettain grace, and particular yertue in the 
Mayers and ciſtorh ofthe Church * conforming him- 
#1 moſt readily,co her praftiles. Being preſent com- 
PE Wonly ar High-Maſs in Paris; he would goto the Of: 
T T fering 
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fcring acid the people, and ordinarily with jome 
poor man : He affiſted at ceremonies, where it was rare 
to find, not onely men of his quality, bur far nican- 
er perſons; as, the conlecraring of the Fonts in the 
Holy Weck, ar long procethons, in all extremities of 
weather. 

Upon which occaſion , he writ one day to a 
friend : 

Our proceſſion gaeth this day into the Subwrbs, and fince 
our Saviour bath favoured us with this great mercy, to be of 
this little flock, we ought to folly bis ſtandard 3 and I take it 
for a ſignal honour, to follow the Croſs, which way, car boly 
Mother, the Church, leads us ; there betng nothing in ber, 
but what is glorious, ſince ſhe afls in every thing, Ly the 
Spirit of Religion , in the preſcnc: of God ; whir.by ſhe 
wifelds great myſteries, to thoſe that are hamble and re- 

Aa: ve. 

. From which expreſſions and aftions, we may ins 


fer, that he bcing a man of tuch qualey, and taken 
1 


up with ſuch a multizde of buſineſs, had a very 
reverend eſtcem of all the ccremonics of the Church, 
otherwiſe he would never have rendred {uch Obedi- 
ence and Honour to then. 

And though it be moſt tr, that he highly ho- 
yourcd clele eeremonies, yer he defircd likewilcythat 
by the Exteriour pomp that appearcd to the eyes 
Chriſtians might be led on to the Interiour, an 
more Spiritual , complaining , that the ourward 
Magnificence wherewith Churches are adorned 
do often ſtay and amuſe them , and inſtead of 
carrying them on ro God their chief end, divyerts 


them from hin To this purpoſe he writ thus toa 


tricnd: 


«We 
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© Weſhould rake notice of that ſimplicity, in Which 
© the Divine Myſteries were conveyed to us, that we 
© may not be held roo long with the Splendor, in 
© which at this day they are celebrated 2: Theſe 
© thoughts came into my. mind, in heating the Or- 
t oans and Church Mulick, and beholding the rich 
_ 6 naments,uſed in the Divine Office z wemuſlt look 
| thorow this ſtate, at that ſpirit of Simplicity, Puriry; 
© andHumility , of their primitive Inſticution : Net 
* bur that thele are holy and uſetulz butrhat weſhould 
© paſs thorow it to the Simplicity and Poyerty of Betble- 
* beni, Nazareth, Egypt, the Wildernſs and the Croſs, 
Bur above all, he was ly devoted toan 
union of ſpirit and affetion, and-vniverſa) communi- 
bn of all good things, with atl-the faithful, in all 
places of the world ; and to be admitted intothe com- 
munion of Saints, being an Article ofour Creed, yery 
deat unto him. oo] h 
Wherefore he highly valued all, of cach Nation 
and Profeſfion, without eſpouſing any particular ſpirir* 
; Þ| or intereſt, ro reſpe&t one aboye others, ro magnitic 
\ || one; and derogate from another : He ured all 
kccleſiaſticks Secular, and communicated with them 
concerning all his Exerciſes of Charity for his 
Neighbour : he gave great reſpe&t to all Pariſh 
Prieſts , was very ſerviccable to him of- his own 
Pariſh : he frequented the Societies of the Religious, 
wed and made uſc of them for direction of his con- 


And notwithſtanding the varicty , and ſeveral 
aders of them in the Church , yer was nor his 
heart divided, bur affe&ted with an equal eſteem, 
ad. approbation ; and a general affetion to all , 
.&otding ro their degree; —_ guided herciri by ' 
2 | one 
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one Spirit, (viz. ) that of Chriſt Jeſus, which en- 
livenerth all the fairhful , as members: of his body ; 
an the fame manner, as our bodity members, notwich- 
ſtanding ey be difterent ; in fight ; figure , and 
offices, are knit rogether, and all pertctly agree, 
becatte they are all na by the lame _Soul : 
All mif-intelligence and diſagreeing is a fign of rwo 
ſpirits that rule here; and diviſion is rhe principal 
of dearh. 

Concerning this commuinion of Saints, he one day 
ſuffered fome difficulry : W hereuprn he wfitthis ex- 
ccllent Letter to his DireCtor : 

©I find experimentally ; a real anion both in 
Flight and faith with the party F mentioned | 
© which is more than palpable , giving me aſſu- 
© rance, that we are all one. Upon this occaſion 
© I ſhall -acquaint you, in what manner my mind 
© hath becn buſied rhele few laſt days, and is yer 
©full of itz and ro the end my relation may be 
© more intelligible, I ſhall rake the matter ſomewhat 
© higher. 

* [he oporation F have found i1 my ſelf for 
© theſe 'rwo or three years, hath conftantly held' 
© me 'fixed in the purfuir of our Saviour Chriſt, 
© ro find: in him Eternal Lifc before God the Father, 
© through rhe influence of his Spirit 5 of which I have 
© from time ro time given you accottnt: And now [ 
© contels ro you that though for that 'time I alſo 
© honoured from the bottom of my heart , out 
© B. Lady, the Saints and Angels and have been 
© deſfirotis ' t&/cxpreſs it upon all occafions 3 yer fo it 
© was, that their preſence and their commerce was 
— Cured in, and as it weeeg very remote from my F* 
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*I aflure you, that thoſe thoughts hath irequenty 
elf, I o 


* run in my mind ; ſaying thus within my 


'*mich honour our Lady, and ſome other Saints and 


© Angels, and I know not where they are : I lifred yp 


.* my hearr eaftly towards them, but there was no 


* preſence of them atall, at leaſtſuch asI now perceive 
Fir. Some months ago, I poſſefled an ing, and 
*a light in my foul, accompanied wi wertul 


* effects, concerning Iove and dear union with God 


*making me to conceive inexplicable things of God, 
*rhe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt (who is perfect 
f Charity, not by the reaſonings and diſcourſes gf 


*the underſtanding, but by a fingle view, moſt by 


* one touch penetrating the heart with love: And I 
* beheld, how the Son of God our Saviour, came to 
*advance us by his Incarnation, into this love, uni- 
*riag himtelf ro us, whereby to reduce us all into this 
* intimate and ſweer union, untill he ſhall haye com- 
*pleated us all in himſelſ to be made, all of us, one 
*day, all in God, after he hath delivered up his 
*Kingdom to his Father, Ut fit Deus omnia i omnibus ; 
"That God may be all in all: And weenter intothis blel- 
*ſed union, with the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. 
© Some ten or twelve days fince, being in _— 
*ning prayers, on my knees, to pay unto God, I 
tperceived in my (elf, that I could find no entrace 
*unto him, onely I kept my ſelf there much hum- 
*bled, bur the ſight of the Father, the acceſs ro him 
* of the Son ( with whom I ordinarily converſe, with 
*as much confidence, as if he' were yer upon carth ) 
*and the aſſiſtance of the holy Ghoſt, ſeemed at a 
"ſtrange diſtance , withheld from me; and I per- 
{rived an unworthinels in my (elf , fo great, 10 
treal, and fo —— that I could no more lit 
up 
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© up theeyes of my -{oul to heavea, than thee of 
£ my body. : 
* Than was it given me to underſtand, that Þ had 
* really that unworthineſs which I fele. Bur that ] 
© mult ſeek my entry. to God, and to our Saviour, 
© in the Communion of Saints: Whereupon I was on 
© an inſtant poſlefled with a wonderful preſence, 
© the reſpect and loyc, and union of the B. Virgin, 
© the" Angels and Saints, which I am not able to ex 
* preſs, nor to utter the greatneſsand folidiry of thi 
© grace : for this" union is life Lite Erernal, and the 
Y FccleGal tical Paradiſe; and this union is both for the 
f Saints in Heaven, od thoſe on carth which I have 
* almoſt always in full view and preſence, 
© From thenceforward I underſtood, that we were 

© not made by God, to be alone, and ſeperate from 
q but to be united unto them, and to compoſe 
f with them one divine total : Even as a beautiful 
© ſtone, fitted for the head of a column, it altogether 
< unprofitable, til} it be ſerrled in its place, and cemen- 
fred torhe body of the building, without which ir hath 
© neither its preſervation, irs beauty, nor itsend. Thi 
© meditation left me in the love and in the true and 
© experimental connexion of the communion -and 
communication of Saints z yet with a due order of - 
f thoſe to whow I am more united, which is my Lik 

f in God, and in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
' Thx is thecontents of that Letter. 


— — in... Meth, et 


CHAR 
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CHAP. VIE. 


His devotion to the Holy Sacrament. 


O) NE of the greateſt Devotions of this holy man, 
was that to the Holy Euchariſt, conſidered both 
as a Sacrifice, and as a Sacrament ; of which he bad 
ever an incredible cfteem, honouring it with all pothi- 
ble Reverence and affefting it with tender Love, 
blefling and praiſing God for its inſtitution, and ex- 
citing both by his word and pen, the whole world to 
do the ſame. 

He was accuſtomed to ſay, that it was inſtituted 
to ſtay and place our Saviour, God and Man, in the 
midſt of us, to obtain for us, all the benefits of 
Grace, whereof we are capable here, ani to diſpoſe 
vs for thoſe of Glory. Thar the great deſign of God 
m the Incarnation, Life, Death and Reſurreftion of 
his Son, was to convey unto us his Spirit, to be unto 
us Life Ezcrnal ; which Spirit he hath taught usb 
his Word, mcrited for us by his Death, and dot 
' moreconfer upon us from his eſtate of Glory. And 
the berter ro convey this unto us, to cauſe us to 
live thereby, and dye in our ſelves, he giveth him- 
ſelf to us in this moſt Holy Sacrament, Dead, Raiſed 
up, and Gloritied, ro produce in us, by the operation 
ot his Spirit, thele two cficfts of Death and Lite. 

He was not only preſent every day at Maſs, but 
took it for a very great Honour to ſerve the Prieſt 
R himſelf : He received cvery day, if not hindred by 
| very unportant buſineſs, or ns preſſing occaſion 
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of Chariry. And as the honour- we render to this 
B. Sacrament, conſiſts not in often receiving, bur in 
. communicating well and perfeQly g he took all care 
thereof, that could be expetted from one of {o holy 
life, and eminent Piety. | | 

He __ many hours, in prayers, upon his knees 
before the Bleſſed Sacrament. And being once aske 
by a friend, How he could remain there io long : He 
anſwered, That there he recreated his ſpirir, recciy- 
ing from thence refreſhment and new forces; and yer 
ſometimes he encountred with ſome trouble in f 6s 
Devotion, which may be gathered from this Lertet 
wo his Dire&tor, dated the 27 of June, in the year, 
JO47- 

I have been very poor all this month, I know not whethcr 
I was ever ſo lumpiſh, both in ffirit an1 boy, as I was upon 
the Feſtival day of the Bleſſed Sacrament. I was preſent at 
Service, at Proceſſion, at 'Maſs, at Communioz, beard the 
Sermon, at Veſpers, and Compline ; bnt like a very beaft, not 
knowing bow to dep1ean my ſelf, either kneeling, or ſtanding, 
I was in a kinde of reſtleſs condition of body, and very wan- 
dring and deffratted in ſpirit ; only I knew w'll, that in the 
bottom of my ſouk, I had a defire to honour God through bis 
Son Chrift Jeſus. | 

After Compline, 1 found my fiff ſo dull and heavy, that 
ſeeing my ſelf unahle to remain befire the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
for I fell all along, Treſolped to try, whether wpon retireing, 
and refreſhing my ſelf 4 little, T ſhowld be any better : But 
far all that, I found my ſelf more tired and diſcompoſed in 
body and niinde, than if T bad bad the courage to bave lain 
there ſtill all along upon the ground. | 

Herenpon 'T refleGjed pon ' mbat 1 bad formerly read, 
uw a Paper yow ſent mg concerning a certain vertwous perſon, 
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gd ſct my ſelf under th: Cruci'ix, before the Holy Sacrament, 
determining to hononr my Saviour in all conaitions ayd tem- 
pers, Being this wpon my knees, by tbe Divine afſiſtavce, I 
got the. vittory over my ſelf, aud mv jpirit was enlargel : 
Wherexpon I received from the Bliſſed Sacrament this illu- 
mination, That to become Brea4 ( which hath relation to that 
Myfterje ) 1 muſt firlt be ground, like the corn, then kneeded 
with water, and laſtly, biked in the oven. And that this 
was the right way to be incorporated into that myſtical Bread, 
our Lord and Saviour ; and at the ſame inſtant that this was 
revealed unto me, I felt in my ſelf, a vehement deſire to be 
thus dealt with, which hath remained in me ever. (nce; And 
now I wnderſtand, that to enter into a Spiritual eltate, we 
muſt, like the corn, before we be ſent to the mill, be firſt 
threſhed, and winnowed from our earthly impurities, and that 
tbe grain is not fit for wſe, till it be pure, aud that it becomes 
not fruitful, till it firft dyeth in the ground. - 
' The adbatics upon this material Bread, bath taught me 
great Myſteries ( during this Oftaye ) of the Heavenly Bread 
in the $a:ranent ; ( Viz.) bow that Jefis Chriſt , being 
bruiſed and broken in bis Poſſ m, giveth himſelf to us for food, 
10 the end that we might ſet forth and expreſs, bis. Death, bis 
Love, and Vertnes in our life. And in this cord'tion I now 
find my ſelf much in Ive with Jeſus Chriſt, deſiroxs. to be 
wholly to him, and to rerder unto bm in my affliflion, 
this which he hath given me, and my goods, and my bogy, 
and my ſoul, and my time and my eternity. I have a great 
ſt upon me to ſerve him, and other longings, which I 
reſerve to communicate , will I bave the happineſs to ſee 


'* This his ſingular affeftion to the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, cauſed bin to Write in Capital Letters upon a. 
Chimney-Piece, in his Caſtle at Citry, Bleſſed for ever. 
bs the moſt Holy Sgcrament of the Altar : This made _ 
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walk on foot to vitit all Churches w:thin 'two 
Leagues round about him, to ſee in what decency 
the Bleſſed Sacrament was reſerved there ; and to 
. beſtow in ſeveral parts, a great number of Silver 
Pixcs, to keep it in, upon poor Pariſhes ; and Ta- 
bernacles Iikewiſc,which he made, and guilded with 
his own hands, having a great dexterity in all ſuch 
Manual works. Of which he writ ſomerhingto me, 
the 26th. of September, in the year, 1646. 

Since Advent, I began a work, , which I have deſigned this 
 Iug time; Viz. at ſuch times, as my urgent occaſions will 

give leave, which commonly is after Supper till Prayer-time, 
to Prattice ſome handicraſt-work, , where having all my 
Tools, 1 make Tabernacles for the Bleſſed Sacrament z and 
if IT finiſh but one im a Month, my time will not be ill 
Bent ; for they may'be ſervicegble to ſome poor Cluerches that 
want them. 

Guided by the ſame zcal, in the year 1641. he caſt 
to ſet up in his Pariſh of S. Par, a company of De- 
your Ladics, every one in thcir turn, to (pend- an 
. hour in Prayer every Afternoon, before the Sacra- 
ment. He wrote a ſhort Treatiſe of the condutt of 
this Devotion, and the grounds of undertaking it ; 
the chief whereof was, upon the conſideration that 
our Saviour being continually in this adored Myſtery 
w give himſelf to us, it was therefore but rex{onable 
that ſome Perſons ſhould be preſent in the Church 
to render to him their Homage and Honour, and 
correſpondent to thar his deſftre, of giving himſelf 
to us. This Treatiſe he preſented with all humility 
and due reſpett to his Pariſh-Pricft, for his conſent, * 
and the purting it in pradtice, if he thought it ficting; 
which was done accordingly, and continueth to this 
day with great Edification and Profit ; ——— 
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+ fo happily, chat the like Inſticucion is taken up in 
ſeveral other Pariſhes and Towns ; as at Dyon, 
where Monſieur Renty ercfted it, at his firſt journey 
thicher, with great Zcal and Courage, overcoming 
ſeyeral- difficulries and oppoſitions againſt it. 

He likewiſe excited ſeyeral Perſons in his Pariſh, 
to accompany the Holy Sacrament, when ic was 
carried to the Sick ; in tuch forr, that a great com- 

y of Men and Women, were {cen to follow our 
Ble Saviour with lighted "Torches 3 where he 
ynnens | yn wh great Glgener, yy nm 

is employments, ſpending for a 
while almoſt all the morning in this Holy Flee 
any, 0mm jy foul, and he 

e day, amon ers, being very an 
much diſtempered with Rheum, he was wiſh'd to 
forbear that time dong. very incommodious for 
him to walk bare-h 4 to the great prejudice 
of his health : AM which moved him not one jor 
but he went chearfully thorow theſe difficulties; a 
which is very obſervable, at his return was Cured 
of his Rheum. T. 

Another rime qty the Holy Sacrament, 
oC 
ping, or faluting the z Whereupon 
them to be ill-afteted perſons, and much ended 
- Vith their impiery, ſtirred up with zeal, to defend 

the honour of his Maſter, adventured ro admonifſh 
them of their duty ; and caſting himſelf before the. 
Horſes ( with much hazard to nk, yi ) ſtayed 
the Coach in its Career, and engaged the perſons ta 


do reverence thereto, by ſtaying till it was 
ry heroick Action, ade pr Aon in ks 
a+ CHAR. 
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CHAP. VIIE 
His Prayer. 


T* HIS Chapter and the next, contain ſome things 
in them, that cannot ſo well be expreſſed b 
way of Hiſtory, by reaſon that things of ſuch diſh 
cult nature, mult be dilated upon to make them in- ' 
relligible. | 
In this Chapter we ſhall ſpeak of his Prayer, which 
we may fitly term the- large Channel which con- 
veys the gifts of God into our Soul, the moſt certain 
means for -procuring of help, and all graces requiſite 
to our Salvation, the moſt univerſal inſttomenr, 
whereof we ſerve out” felves in our ſpiritual Life, 
ro perform all the fun&ions thereof for our advance- 
ment in the Purgative way, for rooting our Vices 
in the Illuminative way, for the-praftice of Vertue 
and in the UYnitive, for arriving unto an Union with 
God, in which conſiſtech our perte&ion. All the 
Saints that ever were, have fer ſo high a value upon 
this Divine Aion, that quitting as it were, all other 
Afairs, they have pafled their Days and Nights in 
Prayer y many have left their Crowns and k 
and retired into Monaſteries and Solirudes, to have 
the honour-to conyerſe with God more ſecretly, and 
Monſieur de Remy cnlightned bv their beams, and 
reading in. their ſteps, gave himſelf to this exerciſe, 
with ſuch care and diligence, that we may ayer, this 
i Cs) 
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to have been his ordinary employment, and . his 
whole lite a trade of praying. ; 

I mean not here his vocal Prayers, having ſpoken 
of them before : I affirm, that his afkeftion was ex- 
cceding great ro mental Prayer, underſtanding well * 
the dn. thereof, as that whereby we come more 
intimately ro know, and reap the benehr of all Chri- 
{tian verities z which until they be known, are nor 
at all beneficial ; and the utility thereof, to learn a 
man what he is, and enable him to- exerciſe the real 
as of vertue, in the inward life and ſpirit of them 
elevating the ſoul to a familiar conference with God ; 
an honour more incompareable glorious, though bur 
for one quartcr of a hour, than is the moſt intimate 
communication With the greateſt . Monarchs for 
Whole years together ; like as we eſteem it a greater 
honour to diſcourſe freely and familiarly with a 
King, the ſpace of one hour, than many years with 
a Peaſant. 

Mereover,; he well underſtood the different man- 
ners of this Prayer, and how- it aſcends by four 
. ſteps. The firſt is Prayer of Reaſoning and Diicourle. 

he ſecond, that of the Will and AﬀeQtions. The 

ird, that of Union 'or Contemplation z which 
divides it ſelf into two Branches : viz. in Contem- 
plation aftive or acquiſite, and Contemplation paſhve 
or infuled ; which paſhve Contemplation, isthe fourth 
and higheſt round of this Ladder of Prayer. 

Prayer of the Underſtanding, andot Dio-urſe, or 
Meditation, is an application of the Spirit, ro nnder- 
land ſome Vertues of his Salyation, which he ap- 
prehended not before ; reaſoning and diſcourfing 
thereon within himſelf; ruminating upon its Caules, 
Effects, and Circumſtances of Time, Place, oy 
| an 


| 
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and Perions belonging to it, ro draw from thence Ar- 
guments of Good Lite; going from one circumſtance 
and point to another, from the Cauſesto their Efledts, 
and fo backward, which is called Reaſoning ; and; 
becauſe our mind is quick and ready in this opera- 
tion ;5 not only nimble to go, but run in it, and 
on Orc it 1s _ alſo - _ 4 | 
| began at this ſtep, an e ſome ſtay u 

it, where indeed every one ought to begin, ad reſt; 
until} he is called by God to another z becauſe the 
moſt proper and natural way, that God hath given 
men, to come to underſtand and affe@ any thing, is 


that of Conſideration and Reaſoning ; wheretore ' 


each one muſt ſerve himſelf herewith, till he be 
advanced higher. | | 
The ordinary ſubje& which he took for theſe 
Meditations; were the Lite, Paſhon, and Death of 
our Saviout : which without all concradiCtion, is the 
moſt profitable of all others, ſince he is fer before 
tis for our Partern ; in the imitation and expreſtion 
whercof, conſiſts our Perfeftion, and Life Erernal. 
After {ome time, baving been faichful in this firſt 
e, he paſled to the ſecond, that of Will and 
tection; being called with an Amice, aſcende ſu 
ris; Friend, fit #þ higher : Not unlike a Scholar, who 
becoming a good proficient, is ſet up to a higher 
Claſs of deeper Leatning. For he ſpent not all his 
days in Grammar, but {tudicd to proceed from one 
Science to: another, till he arrived ro Perfeftion. 
This Prayet of AﬀeQtion is a familiar and gold 
nate Treaty berwixt Chriſt and the Soul, wherein 
yery little or no Diſcourſe is uſed ; or a fincere 
Communication with God, as preſent and reſident 
Within us z in which the Soul quircerh all Ry” 
a 
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| and diſputes, and by a ſimple dire& cont lati- 


on, and thinking apon God, is carried on to him, 
and enflamied wnh the defircs of praiſing, bleſſing 
adoring and gloritying him, with ſeveral elevar 
adts of grace; oblation , petition, and above all, of 
Love, the Queen of other Vetrues, moſt acceptable 
to, and molt glorious in the fight of God, moſt 
advantagious to our {clyes, enabling us with power, 
to ſurmounr all difficulries, to praftice all good works, 
and uniting us more intimately to God. 
\. This, I fay, the Soul performs without diſcourſe, 
m regard that the underſtanding being ſufficiently 
furniſhed with light trom her tormer meditations, 
hath no need to ſtudy new arguments or motives to 
produce love , and other neceſlary afteRions, bur 
may (crye hericlt of the tormer ſtare. 

The way to pradtiſe this, is firſt of all, to retire - 
into the lecret cabinet of our heart, applying our 
ſelves ro God, who refideth there, not by reaſon 
and diſcourſe; but by faith, ſtedfaſtly believing his 
Divine preſence, with all his pertections ? in 
order- to this firm aſſurance, to preſent our ſelves 
tcfore him, with profound reverence and adoration, 
abaſtng our ſelves, out of reſpeCt to his infinite great- 
nels, and the ſcenic of our own. vileneſs, in the light 
of thoſe words of David, Domine , quis ſimilis tibi ? 
Fnid eſt bomo memores eſus ; Lord who is Like wnto 
thee ? What is man that thou art mindful of bim ? or that 
he ſhould dare to oppear before the 2 

Keep your ſelf before him with theſe affeRions of * 
Revercuce and Humility, and remain there for ſome 
conſiderable time, the berter to. imprint them upon. 
jour ſoul; fot ſuch time will be veryWwellipcnt, and 
continue it yer longer, if you find your heart dilated 
nd mcled with theſc afkcCtions- Aker 


- 
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Atter, this, ſhurting out all ruminating, and re- 
fletion vipon the lubjeft you delire to be employed 
upon ( as for example, ſuppole it be this, that God 
is all in all, and your ſelf are le than nothing, that 
he _is your Soveraign Lord, and ultimate end; that 
he hath a particular care of every thing that concerns 
you, that our Saviour dyed for you, and the like ) 
employ your ſelt hereon by faith, in a moſt ſimple 
paked manaer, oo as of a lively faith, of 
ſuch a truch, which the Church hath caught you} 
ahd after this, an a&t of Hope, or of Praiſe, or 
Thankſgiving, or Contriticn for your fins ; or of 
any other paſſion the Sciil ſhall be more diſpoſed 
to ; bur eſpecially of Love, raking care thar theſe 
affeftions have an -influence upon your will and 
manners, to produce in them a happy alteration. 

Theſe arc the direions we are to obſcrve in this 
ſecond degree of Prayer, which therefore is called 
Prayet of Gods preſence ; and of Faith , and bf | 


AfﬀeCtion: 

P___ alſo two thinþs ate catctully to be mark- 
e&d : Firſt; that it is nor requiſxe in this prayer, to 
- EKercile ar the ſame time ſeveral paſtions; -but rather 
one, as Hope; Love, of any other, well-grotinded 
and proſectued is {ufficient : And the reaſon is plain, 
becauſe lo long as God gives to the (oul; the grace to 
produce att of ny one vettue, in ſuch a manner, as 
thar ſhe finds herſclt diſpoſed atid preſled thereto, 
and to exerciſe rhe ſame with eale, tis is an evident 
token, that it is his will that ſhe ſhould ſerve and 
honour him, ſhould ſanctifie atid perfe& herſelf by 
the ſame ; and that ſhe ought to continue therein, fo 
long as ſhe finds that ſuccout graciouſly  afliſting her. 
Moreoycry on the Souls part; it would argue voy 
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of diſcretion, toquit ſo good and profitablean exerciſe, 
ſo powertully ſupported in ir, and ir made fo cafie te 
her, by thar' Divine aſflaſtance ;, and fall upon ano- 
ther , thar is likely ro prove difficult, for. want of 
the fame afliſtance : Whence we may conclude , 
that we ought nor ro change our £xerciſe of Piery, 
{o long as God iipplics us with ſufficient grace to at- 
ten It. ; . 

The fecond is, that we ſhould reiterate many as 
of the ſame yertue g as of Faith ; Love, or 
( which is berter ) continue and hold on the ſame a; 
thus, to acquire a rooting and eftabliſhment of theſe 
yerrues, Which is not _ cry but by vigotous and 
efteftual reiteration of their aQts 3 as, a nail is not 
driven up to the head; with one blow, bur muſt be 
ſtricken hard and often. And o it is with vertues, 
whoſe force and ſound profit, conſiſts in their having 
a well-roored and ground = SE. of the foul ; 
Whereas; they are worth linle or nothing, till they 
are habifuared therein ; even as the Tree brings forth 


neicher leaves not fruirs, until ic hath taken deep 


tooting. v8 
. The fame: thing is to be done for any moral con- 
flufions, which are drawn from theſe adts (thar is ) 
to double and tedouble them; till they be fixed and 
madecfieual ; as for example, after ſome repeat-:d 
afts of Faith, that God is your firſt Principle, and 
of your ſelf you are nothing, and that all-your 
ope is in him, and our Saviour ; ſay with your ſelf, 
bnce, twice, and twenty times over, with afte&ion, 
and a quiet, but vigorous application lf I believe 
is great ttuth of God and my ſelf, why do I attri- 
teany thing to my (elf 2 why do not humble and 
#aſc toy (elf mder him? vl do I not love him, 

Hes 


, 
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'upon Whom all my good devends »- why do” 1 
not look upon my felf , and all creatures in the'Þ 
world , af nothing ? If F hope in God , and my 
Saviour, why then do I fear any thing elſe 1s 
not here ground enough to live with confidence 
and joy ? what is he that can moleſt or tronble 
me? Live then, O my foul, in' tranquility. and 
repoſe, as this ſame hope doth oblige thee. Theſe 
atts thus redoubled , and [repeated with conſtancy 
and ' vigour, will without doubt produce great 
efteds in the ſoul 35 which is the fruit that this Prayer 
of AfﬀeCtion ſhould bring forth. 

Herein did Monfiear Renty exercite himſelf for 
many years; reaping thereby an incſtimable treaſure 
of ſpiritual riches: 

This Prayer ( ſaith he in one of his Papers Y is not by 
diſconrſe and reaſoning, but by a Loyal trve, tending always 
to give more, than to recere. The  obſcutity of Faith i 
of greater evidence to the ſoul, than all the llumina+ 
fions ſhe can procure; which faith ſhe onght to mſe with 
Reverence and Thanksgiving , not with Complacency 0+ 
AﬀeFatimn : Here needs no ſtretch of the Spirit, this 
Prayer never offends the brain; this is a ſtate of modeſt 
de , in which the ſoul keeps herſelf in the preſence of 
God ; expefling what his ſpirit fhall pleaſe to infuſe into ws, 
which we receive in ſimplicity, and in confidence, as if bimſelf 


ſpake to us. 
heordinary diſpoſitions wich which he entred into 
this Prayer ; were firſt, A profound Reyerence, and 
an abaſing of hiniſelf in Gods preſence, whole infi- | 
nite py held him in a deep ſenſe of his owii 
meaneſs , faying , thar we ought to confider our ff 
felves before it, as little, and leſs than the ſmalleſt Bs 
Atomes, Sceondly, A ſtrongand abſolute Confidenct &: 
Kk 
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| in his Infinixe Goodneſs and Mercy, which bearing up 
his Humility , and the fenfe he:had of tis own vile» 
nels, made him ſtill hope all things! + 
; He exhorred all of his acquaintance; that were ca- 
pable of ir, ro nſec rhis kind of Prayer, as the moft 
excellent, profitable, and caſte of all others z ſince ic 
puts not a ran to the labor to conſider, nor pene- 
ace into, or diſcourſe of any fubje&t ; bur is caſie 
all ſorts, but chiefly for the unlearned, who here- 
in baye need of no more, bur a ſimple belicf, apply- 
themſclyes thereto with Aﬀettion | 
He counſelled men to give themſelves more to the 
operations of the will, than the ſpeculations of the 
underſtanding ; and that place of. S. Paw! to Tits 
Where he exhorts us to. live in fobriety, he ex anded 
of the ſobriety of the ſenſes, and chiefly of that of 
the Spirit, ro cut oft in our prayers multiplicity 
Cr ſoveors and diſcourſe, and to proceed therein by 


..In cffe&; the my ſterie of faith is incomparably ttan- 
kendent above all the Science and Diſcourſe of the 
moſt Sing and ſublime wits ; for as cvery thing is 
bur vilible by his own light, a Torch by his, and the 
un by the Sun ; apc glory by the light of glory, 
bttioſe of grace by the light of grace z whereof the 
moſt pertc&, withour doubt, is chat of Faith. Rea- 
W's ſtowed updn us for the diſcovery of natural 

gs, and Faith for Supernatural and Divine: With 
men we diſcourſe by Reaſon, and with God by Faith 
and {ince God is ar an infinite diſtance above man, an 
race above Nature, we may well conclude, that 
wmane diſcourſe of the fineſt thred, is too heavy for 
lat high pitch, which can ſoar no further thon naz 

: | > mg conduct it, 
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Moreover, whatrloeyver notions we have in this }- 
World, of God, and things ſpiritual, they are in 
fome degree deceirfu} and falte, nor repreſencing 
things as they are rcally z fince our Spirit conceivey 
nothing here below, but what hath paſled thorow 
the Senſes, where ſpititual things are refrafted, and 
receive much Earth, and come ro us diſtorted and 
diſguited : But it is Faith atbne that repreſents them 
im their real entiries- 

There are but rwþ indubitable lights, on which 
Wwe may relic, and Which ſurpaſs all others-in exce 
tency, which ſanAific and deifie our 
dlevating it to irs firſt principle, and original of 
veriry 5 Which is the Divine Intelle& ; thar is ro fay; | 
the light of Faith here, and rhe light of Glory here- 
after. Theſe two being qngene of that know- 
tedge which God himſelt hath, which demonſtrates 
the ag 5s perkeQion of AﬀeRive Prayer, which 
quirting - courſe, proceeds by Faith. _ _ 

Neither did he make long ſtay upon the former 
way. of Prayer, but paſſed on farther, aſcending to 
that of Union azd Contemplation ; which was be- 
ſtowed upon him itn a very high degree. Hoh 
men ſpeaking of this Contemplation, the fublimelt 
degree of Prayer here upon Eatth, make thereof 
ewo. ſorts, Acouiſite and Infuſed : The latter is, that 
which God alone produceth in the Soul, ro which 
ſhe contributes nothing, but a ſimple conſent, ro re 
tive his opecfation 5 Which is alſo called contempla-- 
tion Paſſive. The former is, that which man, a 
by Gods Grice, may acquire by his own labour, and. 
exerciſe by his own-indultry, and & therefore called N 
Adive- A 
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_- The Iyfsſed hath fo ablolue a dependence upon 
"God, thar it is given when, and co whom he pleaſerh; 
who alſo takes it away, Which we cannot hinder 
no more than all che men in che Wor! wich all 
their ſtrengch put together, can ſtay the Sun from 
riling and ſerting. Bur all are ,in ſome meaſure ca- 
| pable of the other; and it is aſingle Con fo 
; | of God, or any other ſubjeft, withour diſcourſe 
ſwcaly moving the will with holy Afetions, and 
particularly wich that of Love : It is a quier, pleafant 
opcration of the Soul, ſetting her. in full view of 
her object; a ſilent proſpeQ of Faich, accompanied 
with Reverence, Eſteem, Gratitude, Confidence, and 


Meſy with Love. | 

hen you vilit a ſick Friend, beholding him in 
bed, ſuftering extreamly,- tofling and rwrning, tor- 
, and groaning ; and this fighe of ſuch a loving 
Friend, roucheth you deeply with the fenſe of com- 
paſſion, with an earneſt delire to comfort him, and 
_yorpariuling in his Suffering, this is Contempla- 
tion; for you behold all this without reaſoning, with 
one direct view, which aftes you, and makes theſe 
mpreſſions upon you. So when you behold our 
viour praying in the Garden, with his Face to the 
h, all over in a bloudy ſweat z or bound ar the 

ar, covered with ſtripes ; or nailed on the Crols, 
dying berwixt the extremities of pain and infamy z 
nd this ſerious, but ſimple arrenfion, without any 
armal diſcourſe, affefts you with compaſſion and 
wmiration, wich compunCtion for your ſuns, Witt 
hope and love : An is ts mo 
When Mary Magdelen firs at our Saviours Feet, h{Pning | 
his bleſſed words with the Ear of Faithz or looking, 
to Him upon the Croſs , and believes rhis to be 
04 | u3 the 
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the Son of God, her Redeemer, who pardoned herff 
Sins, obliged her with ſo many favours, teſtified { 

will to her, and now ſuffereth ſo much 
for her z; and when from this {pring there flows 
from her a totrent of tears, out” of the Bowels of 
| Love, Gratirude, and Contrition ; This is Conteny 


ON. 

be uſe then of this Contemplation, AQtive and 
o_ins conſiſts in 'entring into the bottom of our 
, and there in the preſence of God quitting all 

Senſe-and Diſcourſe, applying our Selves by Faith, 
and AﬀeStions of the Will, to ſome one of the Di- 
vine perfeQions, or ſome myſlerie of our Saviour, 
viewing it with Attention, and the Eyes of Faith, 
of Reverence, Afﬀance, and Love, without reaſoning, 
and alſo withour multiplying a quantity of different 
Aﬀettions at one time, fixing our ſelves -_ 
attentive and affeftionate regard, which alſo ought 
to be ſo naked and abſtrafted from all fſolicirude and 
reflexion upon any thing” elſe, as wholly to long? 
them as much as is pollible ; ro betaken up wholly, 
and buſted in liſfning 'to our Saviour, with May 
Magdalene, who fitting ar his Feet, {pake not one 
word, and though blamed by her Siſter, an{werd 
nothing, thinking only -upon hearing and attending 
on our Saviour. 7-20 
. The Soul in Contemplation muſt be filent to all 
creatures, and ſpeak orily with God. The Soul uſcth 
to ſpeak to the Creatures four ways z by her Under-J 
ſtanding, in thinking of them z by her Will in AJ 
tefting them z by her Imagination in forming Images} 
of them by her Paſſions'in deſiring them: and all 
this ſhe doth without "Language, or the help of ha} 
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" So that the words ſhe urters, are choughts which 


' ſhe placeth upon them, and AfﬀeCtions which ſhe con- 


ceiveth, and Idea's which ſhe formerh, and deſires 
Which ſhe produceth rowards them. | 

On the contrary, the Soul is ſilent, ow ol ye not 
a word, when ſhe ceaſeth to apply herſelf ro them 
by theſe faculties z and when ſhe is not buſied abour 
them by thoſe operations, but ceaſeth from all adts 
that relate ro them z inſomuch, that having no com- 
merce with them, ſhe remains in ſuch a fare, as if 

were nothing elſe in the World but God and 

, to whom alone ſhe ſpeakerh in this myſtical 
Silence, of which St. John is underſtood, when he 

of, a ſilence in Heaven, that is, 1n the Soul, 
when ſhe converſerh with God by her Underſtanding, 
and by her Will, producing as of Faith, Hope, 
Love, Adoration,Blefſing, Glorifying, Thankſgiving, 
Union, and the ſike. 

And ſhe is yer further filent, from time to time, 
neicher ſpeaking at all to him, no not after this 
noble way. and with this Divine Language, bur is 
liſPning and attending to his Speeches, which ſome- 
time may be articulate, but theſe intelligible only to 
herſelf 3 but 'more ' frequently are illuminations, by 
which he enlightneth her underſtanding ; and. cer- 
tain impreiſions and motions, With which he tcach- 
&h her will, faying with Did, autiam quid b- 

tier jn me Dominus Deus, T will hearken w'2t the Lord 
ſr within me : and praying With Samwel, Loquere 

ar, qitia audit ſervus tuus ;, Speak, Lord, for thy Servant 


' Our Saviour reaching his Diſciples ro Pray, rold 
them, and us in their Perſons, Orantes, nolife, prul- 
yur legui z; When you Pray, wo many words ; ry 
_  F Wo C 
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he reaar not only of the words of the mouth, bur 
likewiſe of underiianding , and other faculcics; Sprak 
not much, bur hearken diligently : He likewiſe cal 
himſcit Verbum , the Word , becauſe he muſt be 
liſtened unto, and that deſervedly ; whetefore he 
faich ro the ſoul, 414i Filia; Hearken, O my Daxghter. 
And Father Avila, who hath writ an excelleng. 
Treatiſe upon thole words, gives this for; a 
weighry adyice, that we ſhould go-to prayer, to 
rather than to ſpeak ; who alſo told Lewis of 
Granada, that writ bis Lite, how that when he went 
to his holy Exerciſe, he uſed to bind and rye up 
his underſtanding, like a fool, tro ghe end that it 
migtit nottalk much. We have cerjain ſouls, which 
in their prayers, talk all, as conceivin char 
myſterie conſiſts in ralking much to , and cm- 
ploying till cheir faculcies in working , withoul 
confidering, that what God ſhall ſpeak ro them, 
be far berrer and more proficable than what th 
can ſpeak "to him; even, as in our conyerſe Wi 
other men, *'we uſe nor to talk continually, bur aftex 
a few words, hearken to what they ſpeak : So in 
our prayers to oj Saviour, ler us after our ſpeaking 
to him atrend With {iJence ro what he ſhall ſay ro us. 
This is the cqurſe of aftive Contemplation , at 
prayer of Union; where we muſt mark its dif- 
ference from prayeg of Diſcourſe, and prayer 
Aﬀcion, in that theſe two facultjes of the foul, the 
underſtanding and will aRting all thelethree forrs of 
prayer; The Linderanganggs morethanthe Willin 
prayer of Piſcourſeghe Will morein prayer of AﬀeQi- 


pn ( where is to be noted, that thoſe who begin this 
prayer are nor in the entrance” thereof, ordinarily, 
Without ſorae diſcoutle; but yet {ych as 80 91. dls 
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- miniſhing by little and little, till ar laft ir quite 


ſerh ; note alſo, that in the beginning, th 
—_ eat variery of affeCtionare bg bur FN. 


the but few. In the x = of Contemplarion 
h c 


or Union, the Will e maſtery over the 
Underſtanding ; but with more fimplicity than in 
the prayer of Aﬀettion : Betides, in this God afts 
more, and man Icſ{s; therefore the operation here is 
more ſpiritual, more pure, and divine, therefore 
he ought to attend in peace and affiance the ation of 
God, without diſturbing it. | 


3 Whereupon Mogft:ur Remy uſed to fay, 


That it was the great imperfeftion of many ſouls, not to at- 
tend ſufficiently t-God ; the natural faculties bring tos buſie, 
and not ſubjeting themſelves to bim, upm ſpecious rome, 

from 


. thinking to do wondgrs ; whereby indeed they binder 
| workng in the ſoul, whilft be fine: it in aftate of agitation and 


inqui 8 «de 5, whereas it ſou[4 be in tranquility and ſilence, ta 
receive bis operations. . o 
© Bur ſome may fay to me, that he conceives this 
cutting off Niſcourſe, and this uſingof a naked Faith, 
and fo great ſimplicity of operation, can do lictle, bur 
rather loſeth time. To whom I reply, that it is qui 
the contrary and time very well ſpent ; for whilſt we 
5 of ſenſe and diſcourſe, we diſmiſs 
at which keep us at a diſtance from God, who is 
infinitely above all diſcourſe, and much more above 
ſen(e; but going on by faith, and the affeftions of the 
will, we approach near to him. ' 


'- Monſieur Renty clearezh this doubt in one of his 


papers, fa 
* Some wil (of often yhere occurs nothing to me in ſuch 
ayers, and I fear to ſpend my time in idleneſ+ ; But know, 
Boys hen ym a, wie ly ng yr iy 
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found in 8 ſtate of Reverence and Aﬀegnce in the preſence 
God, to _—_— of 
ſuch @ behaviour. Another will ſay, but T bave had many 
os, ond find my ſelf affiifted with great aridities, 
and many nyo I anſwer , perſevere ſti 
notwithſtanding all t + difficulties, in your view, of Feit 
gnd Reverence, and in your Aﬀedtions, as much as you can, 
#nd keep your ſelf fbut mp in the cabinet of your heart : Suffer 
the noiſe of al! theſe tempeſt; without, without heeding them ; 
ofter the example of Noah, who in the midſt of bis pry 
was quiet, 4s his very name imports , whilſt winds and 
waves beat upon him on every fide. Theſe thing are but 
maſa ad ſerve 19 org 69d diſſe the ſou for the 
eration of God mpon it 5 even as green mood puffs and 
ſweats out its humidity , before it can burn? So , tet 
theſe diſtraftions, and 27 "ſorts of meg imaginations aſſauſt #s, 
& it pleaſeth God , bit let them not trouble or hinder 
us from this boly exerciſe only let us Song our mine 
4 confine 
praceably , and wi iſe , this Our Sari, with 
ons that we ſhall not wait long before our Lord come 


"I 2 binſef when finding himſelf in ſuch ſterile con- 
dition, mould cry to God out aloud, when be was alone, I am 
yours, Q my God, in deſpite of all theſe diſtractions and avidi- 
ties : | am youre, and will continue ſo without reſerve; you 
hepa any god Þ will loye you for ever. 

Someti e would write with his finger upon 
the ground, and ſometimes upon his breaſt ; ſaying, 

I am content with every thing that proceeds from the will 
of God, and with what be appoints for me : I ack, nothing 
elſe, I will never trouble my ſelf to procure conſolation, or tq 
be freed from gridities, my reſolution is im i # bhſs God at al} 


$a74es 
, Taq 
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To this purpole he wris to his Direftor ; ' 
, TI am now and then an hour - or two at prayer, FOR 
thing occurs te me : Sometime I am trowbled_ with di- 
' flrattions , aridlities , and laſſitude ;, but bowever it 
comes to paſt, I never end, bat with a defire to begin 
" again , and often this laſſiule of body . is relieved , and 
' vaniſheth by an inward frength , which is. given me, 
and which diſpoſeth me to continue my Devotion ont of 
' the time an place of prayer, even in the midſt of con- 
"verſe and buſineſs, and I tell "jou ſancerely , that notwith- 
fanding 1 perform epery thing ſo ill, yet 1 fad little 
difference \of times for prayer, being reallffed contin 


Y- 
fo: To another intimate friend he writ thus: 
: was the ather day 0 or. four howys in the Oo 
great aridities , nothing occurring wherein to fix 
Ls Behind me 1 over-beard 4 good ſervant 'of God 
[ming bis prayers with the Gloris Patri : [ preſently 
offered up t0 Ged "the which-T beard him ſay ; where- 
\ | pon of 4 ſudden, it was diſcovered to me, that when the 
| ſoul 'is alone in the deſart, where ſhe bath no creature ta 
reſt upon, God cafteth down from heaven bis line cf love, 
| to draw her up towards him; and ſomething to that 
| effett I felt ' in my ſelf; and though nothing did oceur tq 
» me, yet when I end prayer , T could willingly begin it 


afreſh. 

nw y thus much for attive and acquilite Con- 
| remp 
; As for the paſſive and infuſed, as it d ; ab- 
foltely on God, ſo hath ic no archer e but his 
' will and pleaſure, to communicate hunk 
| ce a ſoul, 1 nan the uedeanding wh with t 
J 


eebon and repleniſhing the wil 


ally that '6f love ; begs as nf 


— ———_——— ————_—_—_ 
IV 
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cha peret parry of all Contemplaon, wo make 
GE i heh ny forte þ Oper 
W cards an is e 
and ſmall, his Brother Aaron, O's 

bis Servant, who was continually with him, 

chen went \ oe bo he pike bf 


on 
; So coal, it { onings,all ſepſible 
things, to be admitted into true Con- 
lagion, which is tranſafted within the Clouds of 
| emplam, certainly God is ) and by Faith in our 
ulaminations and And here is to be 
noted, that all theſe ſublime r Compariſon and 
Favours, muſt terminate in a ready diſpoſition of che 
man, 8 he WY of God, to render it carcfully ob- 


ſervant of his Commandments ; even as all thoſe of 
KMhſes were, for the receiving of the Tables of the 
Law, and the purring them into his hand 5 which 
yer were afterwards broken, to teach us by a fi 
thar the notwithſtandin = hon ditpaleions tions 
| , is ſubj failings, ſo fecble 
2T to precipice are we, with all cheſe illumi- 
nations, unleſs God ſuſtain us. © - 

The Spouſe in the Canticler, inviterh Souls j in theſe 
amorous words, Comedite amici, & bib.te,. & inchriamini 
chariſſimi ; Eat and drink, my Friends, and be inebriated, 
| you that are deareſt to me; Where by Eating, which 

Treakerh and chewerh rhe Food,is meant Meditation z 


by Prinkng with ay ws liquid id things Prayer 


— or rater r Pio wh or Donn producnth L106 


a 


Part IV. Monſftenr de Renty. 299 


I have not this long time any uſe, neither at prayer, 
me- 


Z 

[1 
T- 
5 
Z, 
F 
h 


| Sor ng uh rep 0 om ms , 
ome time, that my prayer is no more regular ; 

| poſſe the Sacred Trinky with « plenamde of ity, and clear« 

neſs, aud this with ſuch an attratlion ſo pure and ſo vigorow in 

the ſuperionr part of my ſoul, that my outw 

creates nie no diverſion at all. 

| whe _—_ time he writ _ a 
us Chriſt workgth the experience of bis Kingdom in my 

beart, and T find him there my Lord and my maſter, and my 


felf wholly bis : I diſcover now a greater enlarging of my heart, - 


but ſo mple, that I am not able to expreſs it ; ſave onely thus, 
that it is a ſimple, but moſt real fight of the Trinity, accom+ 
panied with praifing, bleſſing, and offering up all 

thereto : All which is done ſo filently, that it canſatb no 
. Noiſe bel, neither can it be diſcerned in the higher part 


of my ſout by parcels, ſo as to be expreſſed, except it be by 


reflt ion : Whether T utter my ſelf well to you, or no, 1 kpow 


not. | 
This bleſſed mati, thus united by contemplation 
to God, the ſupream verity , received abundant 
light, both for himſelf and others, upon all ſubjefts3 
but eſpecially thoſe he had for the und 
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oft the hol Sipires, and eſpecially the New Teſta” 
ment, and therein the myſterics of our Saviour were 
admirable. - 

; Thus in a Letter to his DireQor : 

Upon one word I ſhall read in the New Teſtament, I ſhall 
ſometimes diſcover notions of thoſe truths, in ſo full and piercing 
6 manner, that I even feel my body repleniſhed therewith, that 
is, my whole nature penetrated. 

Arid'ro one, of his friends thus : 

When I rea1 the Sacred Scripture, I fool my ſelf to entey 
into theſe effets they work,, which is a plenitade of the truth 
bf - God ; wherewith ihe ſou is ſolidly and experimentally 


ſatis 
ror he made ores uipon all the Lent-Goſpels; full 
bf piety,” and thoſe great illuminations, with which 
his $ rir was repleniſhed 
iri a ſhorr account, of the Prayer of this great 
kiron of God, ſofat as we could diſcover it;. for the 
chicf parr thereof, is that which paſſed within the 
Sanftuary of, his own Soul, where his union and con- 
verſe with God was ſo wondertul, that after he ha 
ſpent ſeven or eight hours therein, he found himſe] 
- he end, as if he ad onely then-begun it, excepe 
that he had then yer more deſire -ro continue 
it "Tad at length arrived to that height, that he 
neyer ended it at all, being wholly an conſtancly 
- recolle&ion ang application to God: Whereu 
he profeſl OMEN friend, that heneed nei * 
cular place, not time for prayer, ſince in all 
—_ times and buſineſs; he continued it. 


, ., | TER = . C H A P, 
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X CHAP. IX. 
The ſtate of bis Myſtical Death and Ans 


 nibilation; 


E are now come to the higheſt degree 


of 
| Vertue , and the ultimate diipoſition ofthe 


foul to render her capable of a moſt intimate union 
with God wherein her perfe&ion conſiſts; She muſt 
dye firſt before ſhe can live this new lite, and muſt 
be annihihred; to become truly ſomething. | 
This death and annihilation ſtands nor, inthe de- 
ſtruction of mans naturals, to deprive him of-under- 
ſtanding, memory , will, and -affeftions; much leſs 
of his {enſes ; but in the ruine of the old man, which 
is wholly corrupt, and infe&ted with fin 1n ſuch 
fort, that the underſtanding and. other facultics 
fpiritual and corporal be cleanſed , and animated 
by the Spirit of Chrift Jeſas, to work no tqore ac+ 
cording to nature corrupted,” nor yet nature pur 
_ _ elevated by grace, and ſanfified by Telus 
r 


Now as the corruption and malignity of the old 
man, holds an entire poſleflion of ——— and the 
ſon of fin is {| all over body and fo that 
the crown of the head, to the foal of the foor 

( as faith the Prophet ) there is no ſound parr in us -. 
$0 all theſe parts muſt be healed, this corruption 


purged our, and the malignity perfely mareleg 
Ja 


- 


—_— ” 
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mortified and deſtroyed. _ When I {ay perfeQly, [ 

mean, ſo much as this can be done here.on Earth; for 
it is only in Heaven, in the eſtate of Glory, where 
this Happineſs is compleatly wor. but in or 


Marla quers will till remain ſomething to be pu 
his holy man, writing co one concerning this The 


of death and annihilation, tells him, how chat ſinging 

the Church, with others, the Magnificat, he was 
Monk, revs ane 4 

Ot put mig therr Seat 

| bulls exited the humble which repreſented to hirh a 
Soul full of ir (elf, contpleat i in the power and fiches 
bf its Parts and natural endowments, in. its Life of 
ttetionr and imeriour ſenſe, undetraking to fre and 
inderſtand. every thing,. ſall of ir ſelf , and quite 


oY het he adds: 


0d $aviony gave me to uinlerſtand in this verſe, that 
he REY nn arrogant ſpirit, rich in 
miqtity, that be ele, and empties, and 
Nags fo exalterh the lowly; advancing 
Ty Sy is - windoſal conditien, where 1 ſaw be 
feducef iti ah happy ani vich arnibilation, regen a 7 tale 
an dafpiteld of what ſhe pfſefſa, of ſenſe and man ; div 
not only of the old man; but of the gifts of God that _" 
ber, to be preſented before him in nakedneſt, and ſmple obe- 
oY , thitt in this eftate, the foul bring affefied 
humility and affiance ; likewife , God did tt 
, wr" 0 ad that ſhe was Ch 
and that ſhe diſcovered afayt off the leaff 
"Mg, a we uſually do a little buſh in the midit if a mown' 


of wh hs following Lene to his DreSve upon 


wv 


bile Ty a Wc LIES 


gina 


A 
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© Since the tinie that I gave up my 1:b rty to God, ſigned with” 


my blod,” as Trold you © I was given to nnderfland, to what 
4 Nate of annibilation tht ſchl mult be broitght, fo render .t 
capable of 'union with bim : I ſai my ſ. # reaucet into a ſmall 
potnt, contratted ant ſhrunk, up to nothing : An4 at the ſame 
time, I beb:l4 my FOIF, as if encompaſſe1 with whatſoever the 


It the firſt place I ſaw removed all Exteriour things, King+ 
dems, great Off ces, flat:ly Brilings , rich Houſhold ſtuff, 
Gold and Silver, Recreations, Pl. aſures ; all which are great 
encombrances to the ſiuls paſſing on 10 Gol, of which there- 
fore big pleaſure is that ſhe be ſtripped, that ſhe may arrive at 
| the point of nakedneſs and ceath which will bring ber into 
| Þ efſi on if ſolid richer , and real life. Secondly, all 
| | Interior things, which are more delicate and precious , asy 
Acquired Sciences, 5k and Suilime Learning , operations 
of the Memory and ſirength of Underſtanding , bumane 
Reaſon, experience of Senſe ; of which the Soul muſt like- 
| wiſe be jurg'd, an4 dye to its own proper adtions: And 
I p:rectved, that tve mrſt come like little Infants, ſimple 
ad Inhocent, ſeper.t:d, not only from evil, but even front 
otr ordinary way and ma-ner of doing that which is good, 
wadertaking what the Divine Prot go Any to us, by 
mak ng our way by God to them , and not by them to 
God ; which is a courſe mote naked , wunengaged, an 
 #bſtrafted ; which ſces nothing but God : And not ſo much; 
if I may ſo ſay, as the things, (he doth, of which nothing ftays 
in her, neither choice, wt j1,, nor ſirrow for their greatneſT, 
or for their Littlen-fs, for good or bad ſucceſs, but only the guoL 
Plraſnre and order of God, which rl th in all things, an4 
which in all things ſufficiently cont enteth the ſorl which adheres 
to him, and not to the vici{ſitude of affairs whereupon ſhe is 
thiſtantly even, ectal, and alivavs the ſame in the midft of all 
thanges: X iy 


t 


QC.) 4a EPS SY : CR. CdS arte 


© 


mY ld vet and prfſfſeth, and as # were, a band'rem wing all * 
this far from me, throwing it into the Ccran of Anmbilation: © 


- 
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In another he writ thus to the ſame purpole : 

An abſolute abnegation, will be neceſſar1 to all things, to 
folow in ſumplicity, without reſerve, or refleflicn, what our 
Savi ur ſhall work, in us, or appoint for us ; let it be this or 
that : This way was ſhewed me, in which I owght to walk 
towards him ; and bence it is that all things to me, ordina- 
rily, are without any guſt or delight. ; 

pnt7 bag in er thus : wy 

T apprebend great matters concerning the verity and ſmmplicity 
of the annihilation I ought to "nh and I bet for the 
tweinkling of an Eye, the fight bow ſimple this ſhould be, 
that the Soal it ſelf, cannot take notice of it : This i the 
late of Death and Annibilation, without regard to any thing 
J ave our being wholly to Gol, by Sequiſtration, Faith and 
4 


Laſtly, ro another : 

Aſſure your ſelf there is no ſecurity in any eſtate but this, 
of Dying and Anbilation ; which uw, to be baptized into 
Chriſt's Death, that we may live th: hife of Morti-ication, 
not that other ways may not be good, but not ſecure ; eſþe- 
cially any thing we do of our . ſelves : Our bett way it 
therefore to diveſt our ſelves of all, that the Holy Lifant 
Feſms govern all. 

He uſed the word 41, becauſe this death muſt be 
4miverſal, thorow every un of Old 44am; evcn as 
a dead Body, is not only dead in an Eye, or Ear 
or Hand, but in cvcry Scnſe and Member, fo m 
we dye to Riches and Poverty, to Pleaſure and Pain, 
Honour and Diſhonour, Praiſe and Dilpraiſe, being 
affected with none of thele, becauſe we are dead to 
all : Moreover, the Spirit muſt be dead; nor only 
fo one faculty, as the Underſtanding or Will, but 
ro all, and to every thing ; only the difference is 
this, that the Body being once deprived of b-4 


'E », i, et ot oE£eaAX 


a> 
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Life. cannot naturally recover it again z bur th 
Goirk will caſily live again, and the malignity 
the Old 44am rewrn upon us; if great be” 
taken ; becauſe we are not able by this 


n 


= 


reach the very centte of Nature: __ 
Juſt as in your Garden, you may exchier | 
weed to grow, if you meddle | 


£25 wm 88 


7} 


ue gi ir liberty to ſpread its leaves and 
or ify0u would not have it appear; you cue 
jr, or pluck ir up by the roots 5 but aft 


produce the like, it it be thereto dilpoſed amy f 
ven {o it is, in your power to permit unruly ti 
ſetiohs ro. live in yout prod 

diſorders — 
Mons. rerhiaing : or further, may ,toor them up 


5 
5 
3 
: 
E 
=2 n 


& 2 þ theſe generous Spirits arrive to this 

eight, yet will their nature continue ſtill rocteft 
at bottom, teady to bear the lame curfed weeds, 
Without our. daily vigihacy- 


a. __ a —___ 
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F. 1. Of the ſame ſubject. 


TD decypher particularly the myſtical death of 
| this renowned perſon z we may aver, That in 
the firſt place he was dead to riches, and all the wealth 
of this world ; in which he fo abſolutely diveſted 
hirh(elf both of any affeftion ro them in his heart, 
and of the real poſlefſion 'of them, that he quirred, 
as We have —__ mentioned, all property rothem, 
uſing them no otherwile, than in the quality of a 
very poor man, With an ardent defire that he might 


alſo be deprived of the very ule of them. 

©] acknowledge before God ( ſaith be, in « Letter 
© to bis Diredor) his great mercy to me, through 
© his Son in freeing me from the things of this 
© world : and my conſtant thoughts are , that if 
© his order did nut oblige me otherwiſe in that con- 
© dition he hath ſet me, to give away and quit all 
© have » This is wy carnelt deſire, after which [ 
© long exceedingly ; nor our of preſumprion of my 
© own ftrength, bur in the power of Jelus Chriſt, in 
© imitation of his lite. 

And to another perſon he writ : 

* All chat can be imagined in this lower world, is 
© of {mall concernment, Hough ic were the loſing of 
© all our goods, and the death of all the men in it: 
© This poor Ant-hill,is wot worthy of a ſerious thought, 
© had we but a little faith, and a little loye, how hap- 

© py ſhould we cſtecm our ſelves, in giving away all, 

# ©to attend no more {aye arti God alone and to ſay, 
& - * Deus mais CY onnia ; my God and my all. . 

n 


>. Snaate 
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4a tis -Juic ot Law at Dypn, he acted with ifs) lictt 
ſhew of intereſt, and fo like a mortified man to gain 
or loſs, that he could not be perſwaded nor ontly to 
ſolicice the Judges, bur not ſo much as to commend 
"his caſe, ro:them himſelt.z not out of any faulty fiz- 
x indifferency,. or neglecting what he thought ab- 

Joluxcly neceflary ; bur becauſe by an heroick yertue, 
he had loſt the fenſe of all thelc carthly O83, en- 
tirely committing the (uccels thereof to ; and 
knowing thar thelc things ſucceed better by our pra 
ers to, .and aftance in him, than with our addreſles 
.to men, through the mulcicude of ſolicitings, many 
rimes fruiclcls. | : 

Secondly, he. was dead and crucified to all recreati- 
ons and pleaſurcs of this lite-; having renounced them 
at the begining,of his Converſion, remaining con- 
ſtantly in the condition of a factifice of body and ſoul 
to God ,. which was his great exerciſe, and his 
uſual phraſe ; making no further uſe of 'his ſenſes 
and their objz&ts, than what was of abſolute neceſ- 
faty, following hercin the pattern of our Saviour : 
He was ſo wholly taken up with God (as we have 
ſaid before) in his ſoul, that when he had very grie- 
Vous pane in. his body; and-was very lick, he ſcarce 
thought upon them, bur accountcd%-* a trouble to 
ſpeak or complain thereof, as appearcd notably in his 
laſt ſickneſs. | 

Thirdly, he. was annihilated and dead to honout, 
his great birth and nobilicy, where from he folemn- 
ly degraded himſelf in the arms of our Sayiour, to 

.render himſelf the more humble. 
He was dead alſo to all eſteem and. praiſe of 
men, .and to diſgrace likewiſe ; of which he gave a 
notable teſtimony to a oy 6 friend, who told him 
| | A 3 


” how 


Jos. IGG ire Chap. IX. 


how much ſhe was troubled, to ſee him ſo much 
—_— wy j0 pci by men: any A 
_ Faſt, ſhe greet Feaftn or it, in 0-little de- 
ſerved it. And ſecondly oy , how 
'thole commendations Yeed him : 'He replied, I 
neither attend, nor r:turn any anſwer to them : they affect me wo 
pore than a flock, through the grace of God, I am inſenfible of 
praiſe and diſpraiſe ; the one, nor the other make not any im- 
prion upon my writ, but T entertain 'em without » effescion. 
And he h good reaſon, ſince as all the prayers 
men beſtow upon us, make us not one jor the bercer, 
ſo neither their opprobrics the worſe : Beſides that, 
ordinarily inthe diſtriburion of rheſe, the grearell 
piece of injuſtice in the world is commined, by com- 
mending ſuch as leaſt deſerve ir, bur rarher 
and confuſion, and blaming ſuch, whom God high- 


Fc. he was dead and crucified tq 
| nba ponies good things, 21 fpiricual delights and 
ich without compariſion arc of greateſt 
yalue, 1 fas all that we have named ) eyen to all 
gifts, verrues ; , which he deſired and 
-_ gh after 2 ngoſt diſengaged and vo _— 
ſp, wy boy ap this or that vertye, this or that 
Gods SO ek and def Grin wa 
to which he expre 
En $A a 
| our is to be flripped ont of 
ths that it fot Ws fo be cried forth to ee 4 
aAALotry £rhrgup Oy team) rgh 
1 fbould teach ws, 10,ujfe a. 
rays fn rag even of thoſe 1hat fee ſeem to 


oneſy tq vepnge ; | ſay that ſeem to ws, "whereas 
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ſee, that rhe comrſe which tends to onr d:veſting of all theſe 
things, carries us on ſecretly, but moſt really, to the true poſ- 
ſeſſion of them, and oxr own preſervation ; and that we muſt 
daily deſcend to exr own nothingneſs, in which alone God is to 
be foun.. Tires: key are all ſuch poor in ſpirts.: 

He was alſo dead and annihilared to all guſts of 
Devotion, all ſenſible Graces and Conſolations, of 
which our love-ſick fouls are 1o greedy : Upon 
which fubje& he expreſſed: himſelf thus: | 

* I am better ſatisfied: with thole graces in which 
© ſenſe hath no part, then with thoſe that have more: 
;Aihe Ro ; Mob which by ofa ſomewhar 

jealous, for- we amongſt ſpiricua Ons, great 
*ſtore of ir riches of the ger thoſe , I 
© mean , Who are all for guſts, and ſenſible conſola- 
© tions , and illuminations, in this ſtare of exile 
© wherein we ought to live rather by faith, than feel- 
© ing, and which is much to be lamenred, We meer 
© very few that are nor infefted with this itch, it be- 
" © ing the natural condition of .man, to deſire to fee, 
© and to thar end to affeft apd. ſearch for enlight- 
© nings, and wanting the mental knowledge of 
© thar which comes. from God, which is not to be 
© gotten but by quitting his own ,.he laoks after that 
* which he finds in himlelf, miſtaking it for Divine, 
© becauſe it is modeliz'd to his own guſt and fancy. 

- And in another: Lerter thus: 

As for «bſenrities, aridities, and other troubles of ſpirit, they 
are t0-be born with wpon any terms; an'l we muſt grve up -vr 
ſelves 6s forlorn creaturs, throwing our ſelves unto God, on all 
fides of nes, as aſp in the Oceean_ which is its proper elemens ; 
into God, at all times, and for all things : If we be true members 
of our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, we ſhallſee netbing but ſubmiſſions 
nd hwgtins, and hel ele nthig oj bu eſe, 
| 4 
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He was dead and annihilated alſo to'all*florions 
and extraordinary favours and enjoy mients;” of which 
he had'no other feeling,” than the Sth ;"Which being 

* covered over With light, and crowhed with glory, ' 

yet is no Way ſenſible'thereof; informuch that having 

- x<ccived by the mouth of a grear Saint, promiſes © 
ſome great favours frem"God, he returned this afi- 

ſwer to his DircRor ** a 
Tlefe things whereof they have grvon me notice and aſſurance, 

' muſt be as they may, Treft nhthing upon them, nar confide in 

thim, knowing it 10 be my dy to live by faith. | 
Being certified ar arjorher' time, of a ſpecial favoyr 
received from ovr Saviour; it had rioother-operarion 
upon him, but the iinpretlion of a great contuſion, 
-and profound humility ; ' Ard as they 'gave him a!l 
: thele things in writing at large, he parted with them 
all ro his Dirc&or ,** together "with 'all "his other 
ſecrets,” and moſt imporrant* papers 'of Devotion ; 
-gpecialy thoſe writteh' wich his 6wa blood , for- 
merly” mentioned ;'ati' evident demonſtration of 
his great humility, reaſon 'that moſt 'men are 
taken with thoſe patch of piety ,- grounding this 
their affeftion ro them,' tipon ſome benehir receive- 
able by them : Bur tte reliance which is p'aced 
upon God ,” muſt -be diſengaged from-every thing 
iſe. This he made” appear by this Letter to his 
ireCtor : 

'* T have yeceived the paper, whi h mentioned this grace and 
f-rionr, rhoreof I ſend you" the topy, baving* no other e- 
fl im thirenpon, biat to 'meet it with the greateſt Latitude 
of | beayt T-can p ſible, 'to b1-ſ5 God, acknowledge his gaot- 
"ſr, and ſirte bim fir ir, T have burnt 'the original,- with 
«ſeveral otbey- fidpers of 'the bike nature. If your qudge it not 
Arppeajon hat" F foonp ſe, kt re recine your gmmands 


gccor ingly 


Part IV. Monſieur de Renty. Jn 
\ae:or dinghy for the future , 1 could iſh» if there be any thing 
beft for m2 to wiſh ) that I ba4 nothing, +ft me but | my: Gag: 
[This is the ſure replenſpment of the: ſonl, and rich treaſure df 
the heart... B10 
. Moreover, 'he/ was' wholly: dead ro all - that God 
wrought by him, taking no-ſhare 'thcrevt, nor inte- 
reſting himſelf ariyy more with:chem-atrer rhey -wert 
| cone, than if rhey” had | been performed by and- 


- | Fifthly, he was crucified and/dead to all affeft- 
'Ons', not ny fuch as ave' irrcgular-, but: thoſe 
allo which are '/putcly natural: of - all. creatures”; 
-and- in” particular, of thoſe-who wuſcd his. counſel, 
and' depended upon him - for'- rhe condutt: of their 
ſouls, wherein--tlix © obligations : and relations ' on 
both parts, uſe ro be more than ordinary; info- 
much , thar- apon 2 ſeperation;,- there out 
deje&ion of fpirir, and deſtraftions of Devotion. 
. > this purpoſe he writ to one of thole: perions, 
I : z 


FT cannot, without wmech trouble, bear th: great matter 
' you make of my © converſe, and of my removes : Let 
br ath after God an1 make good one alliance with Jeſus Chriſt 
rd in, and from- bim, a profound abnegation of owe 

VEL, | | Us, 

_ - * And in another Letter thus : | 
Heſs Chriſt is ' ever the ſame , and his grace is con+ 
- Tinxtdlly advancing, and as ling as I an t» bim, ſo hug 
* HhallT b: to you, for him, and in hin; be is not went''to 
part” ſouls ; by the ſeparation of bodies ; fince bis eteftam 
"W," 19 ſefarate "onely , what is .imperfett , as being that 
. which very often brings with it» fome hinderancos. to'\\the 
| Jo Uh of the pint, which ev ſs pl, nec 


Giving 
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Giving notice'to. a. a. friend , of che dearh of che 
Frog ey ye for whoſc ſpiritual good and per- 
had taken very much much pains z; He wructh 


x, > IN Paris nor at Citry,” when ſhe 
©]: was (ent for poſt theid of 


to 
< more alcerarion in my 
« ahve: I fee. his order 1n this, that 
far herdeath, and make no dauby, bucthat he pernai 
£ red ir for her ac 
+ oa loſt his ſpricual Direftpr, he 
Writ 
Touching the repawe of your Ghoftly -Fathrr, it would, 
ou th any manger grre oe you , aud all the 
LCountrey . whence .be went , \if the providence 
God berein tid not rather ſantii ie fl eftabliſh, thax defray; 
and if oftentimes by remnviag theſe patty viſible and  ſen{ble 
s; be did.not make way to ſettle us mare firmly in eur 
740 which be deſigns us ks; which is, to dyvell and to 
bold our ſetves in God, togetber with Cheift Jeſws x. nhere we 
| all truth, ant all power, and-who is ſo near to us, that 
even s is the lf grs and pegininetd) as our de- 
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tim bebave themſelves as children. Neither indeed angly we $o 
be further engaged to thoſe perſans who afſit #1 in yr Spiritugl 
em tuti than #s 10-Gods inftruments,, avbeſe belp, it jr-bis will 
rn but no longer than be plafath 3, aqd 


| ny pany rye y\ or otherwiſe 20 2ake 
neal to be afficied, \wor boſe aur conrage ; uct wich 


ſfion aud gratitude, ref gn all $0 bim.zrbich willihe he.4 goed | 
me ove bm 1 provide here, wh pobaps with more 
vantage t9 1s, may underſtand t he pulſe of ow ſow. 
+ aln-tine, he was lay love of hiielt; which 
he bad ſo.pericRly | ſubdued, fan bet parurally 
QuIC 3 q "nally 35, baye er epetly by Lied 
' A his, Aoany 
alk: {eu rep oO im; L-4 
of ahi g6.pi -_ he .had apuircd.a emet 
= buniilics of heart, whereof 0 produced: maſt 
iden on: exertion, at /all nmes in all 
nelin'd him4o-wit 


a Ilocos mee: 
CE CE 
F s for his paſſions, thoſe. were ſo perfeftly 
1d regulated oats thep-norge trek ae 4 
ny oxgation y, fo that you wight ſay, he-had none 


QI had EY 08 periet death jn-the- ſypgriour 


alries of his foul, his memory -fo empried of all 
arldy things, that ienever preſenred any -Tdea's fat- 
ficient j=. . diſtract OT I _ 
imperfeftion upon -palt ; -as| we -þave 
pble &, and our Savicur had, bÞim 
| is (ingular : , Not tobe its his dhowghts, 


thoſe | TI 
wi arg ay were. dane. , pn] 
Dl olly 3s to any Care for cher, and quia 
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out of row memory that they might be no hinder: F. 
ance to What was-in | 
This Letter was writ tA familiar friend, relating | 
hereunto. | 
It is ſome while ago, thet finling my ſelf in the mid | 
of a wrld "of people, my ſpirit was inlightned and affedi- 
ed neither"to defire td know any boy , nor to be knowy 
"#9 any; Thy bath wriught in me a wonderful ſeparatin 
. from+ every thing ; an4 | methinks , herein | confiteth "one 
of the 'chiefeſt Lag of a 9 Spiritual Life, ——_— 
, great ' purity of (ſpirit 5; wonderfal eft-angement di- 
flance from the creature {- and which 'placeth the ſoul in 
this world ( as if i were tio part of it ) in @ ſtate) 
perfelt oblivion and ionbranice of things which do not con- 
cer 2, that is no longer” able t entu/e, but onely what is 


Het was dead to his lpitie, reafon;' and judgment, 
livirig onely the life of Faith, which is. a Chriſtians 
proper death. It maybe parhere\ fram what hath 
b2e9 rtjcncjoned alfcatly; rat he 'a&-d nothing by 
tr's tical y of ies-(clf, #0-more than if he|had: had 
ns {uch' power, bit wrotight all by 'the moving « 
Cons Jeſs, Who'lived'in/ him, and / operated by 


' Laftly, he was annihilated and-dead to. his own 
will ; which we have placed afcer all, as being the 
moſt important faculry in _— to Morral ations: 
This ag = - wn to __ | in — - 
"ry to will, not-defiring abfolutely an 
but ir order thereto. - ; EIT 
T #ore (C (aith heg4t-one of his Leners) ſo be | 

. onately the will of God, in whatſoever be pleaſeth to mark ut 
Wn Nec Hel bs pf fonts be my Paradiſe, f be decral if 
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And in another, thus : 1 
Far be it from me, to alt in this buſ.neſs by my own ſpirit; 
I wouli have it wholly annihilated, that it might know uo 
other Language but Nothing, and continually Nothirg, to 
follw in all the footſteps of the Divine will, according 30 its 
"meaſure an1 manner. $ - 
And to a third, thus : S- 
My Saviowr hath gracioufly brought me into og a ſlate 
of indifferency for every thing , that T cruld be very well 
content all my life, to be fixed tomy bed, a Paralyticue, not 
able to ſtir, without making any refleFion upon any ſervice I 
might render to my Neighboxr, or that I conl1 render bim no 
more ; all things, according to the wil! of God being equal to 
me. ; 


In a foutth, thus : 

Of late I bave been bufied in ſuch occaſions, both Exteri- 
.ourly, and Interiourly, as were ſufficient to have gravef'd ſuch 
bs weak mean ſpirit as mine, bad it not been abſolntcly reſigned 
16 the will of God, It is upon bim alone, by this way of Abne- 
gation, that I bottom my ſelf, adoring with you, and by your 
taftruttion, the decrees of bis Sacred and Devine Will, who 
 boldeth all things in by own hands to keep us ſubject urto bims 
by bis juſtice, and to ſandifie us alſo by Ine : Ff the effelis 
' wpon us do evidence us ts bave the hearts of children 
( that js )) the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſnes, to figh after our heavens 
ly Father, and cry, Abba Pater. 
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| C 2. Continuation of the ſame ſubjee, 


I ane Renty was {o ny een: r to 
V L God, apt pwr loſt andannihulated his own 
will into- that of » that he neither defired- nor 
feared any thing in this World. And in fine, en- 
jed fuch > foon. iliry of ſpirit and 
which nothing could diſturb or » that 
thence aw mos am and ) raradle oxualicy $ | 
in m hs at all times, in all places 
| "1 occaſions. ; 


One of his intimate friends, deſirous. to- try one 
day. whether he had an affection to anyrhinggqueſtion'd 
W.ch him atout cvcry thing he couldthiok of, to put 
him-to the- telt : and among other things, asked him 
whether he deſired not that. thee works which he 
had undertaken for the glory of God, might ſucceed || 
and rake cff:& To whom he replicd, that he-had 
no other aim in all his ations and enterpriſes, than 
the- accompliſhing of the will of God : 'and that 
although he his utmoſt endeavour that ſuchi 
things might ſuccced, notwithſtanding, he was 
perfectly _— in all things ro his Majeſtics 
leaſure : adding many other exprelſions, teſtitying 
is Morrification to all deſires, and a perfe& transfor- 
mation of his will into that of God's. This diſcourſe 
was not quite finiſhed, but there hapned an occaſion 
to pur it to the tryal, fot one came running 1n, crying 
that all the Heayen was on fire + which new;, uſuall 
yery rightful, made to alteration it! him at al 
Who tot calmly and compoſedly looking - hex the 
| VENS, 
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reaſon that the fire was not far off, 

ih a very ſhorr ſpace ro reach them. In this pi 
fright, he kcepirig his ordinary. equality refer= 
ring all to the will of God, went ifito his Chappel, 
Where he continaed long time in prayer, offering up 
himfelf in Sacrifice ro God, and reſigning up his own 


| Will unto himy ſome perſons looking u im with 


eat admiration in- this poſture ; whilſt ſo many 
DOR INES Geer wh end, and preparing for a 
y flight. | | 

He OE to another ſecret and familiar friend, 
that he. felr himſelf, through the mercy of God, in 
ſuch an abſolute ate of dearh to every thing, that 
neither Angels, nor Men, the loſs of all he had, the 


: ſubverſion of hts Family, nor any other accident could 


remove him from his ſertled tranquality : And this 

he faid, nor hyperbolically, or by way of oftentation, 

bur out of a ſolid experimental eſtabliſhment in 

_ fortitude , common with him to all great 
ars. 

_ Such was the myſtical death and annihilation 

of this man of by which his ſoul was enrich- 


'ed with a vaſt treaſure of ſpiritual wealth, cauſing 


him to lead a moſt perfe&t y* E-5 uniting him 
moſt intimately ro God , to Which this death is 
abſolutely neceſſary ; becauſe no' being can arrive 
to that which 'it was not formerly, without ceaſing 
firſt ro be what it was; as, wood cannot pals into 
the nature of fire, as long as it keeps its former 

NATUTE z 


«ac _ 


4 
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nature; this muſt be quirted \, and che matrer be- 


diveſted of all che fotm of wood, both in ſubſtance 
and” actidents, and reduced into a ſtare vf privation 
to be made capable of the Htes tinitement to it; And 
this' is a general rule' in narure, adrhicning no 
exception that cach {ubje@ muſt be prediſpoſed ro 
receive a new form, and ſo much more, as this 
form is more noble ; ahd this diſpoſition conſiſts 
in the privation, of the ſubje& , .and loſs of other 


, to gain a new one: So allo to make a. 


ſpiticual man, he nanſt no more live according ro 
nature, but that he may be capable to be unired to 
5 tnuſt neccflarily dye and be annihilated to him- 


And if fire require this total privation in the miat- 
ter, to communicate it ſelf rherero ;.with greater 
reaſon doth God , who is altogether a ſpirit infi- 
nirely pure, the firſt and ſovereign entity , require 
of a man this uniyerſal nakedneſs and privation, this 
death, ati atnihilation to himſelf, ard all 'creared 
beings, before he give and unite himſelf wich him 
for in giving himſelf, he giveth allo the fruition of 
himſelf, of his beaury, goodneſs ; wiſdom, and his 
orher perfeCtions, and by this union retders the re- 
ceiver happy. 

Hence alſo may be gathered, what admirable 
puricy is requiſite in a ſoul , fot this union with 
God' in Heaven , ia the ſtare of glory ; that for 
this we muſt cither concerye out Bapriſmal In- 
_ or T8 hath ben, loſt or _—_ , we 
mu purged here, or in atory, by levere' 

neces, hotwWithſtanding our _- od works, 
and the high degrees of Candtiry to which we have 
attained, kad 
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+ - And- the fame in proportion , may be averred 
' of the foul here in this eſtate of- grace, where ic 

muſt be very _, to prepare ir well for its uni- 
on With God hete in this life: And ſeeing her 
pollution atiſeth from het love to the creature , 
and td herſelf, and from the life of the firſt 4am, 
accotding to the luſts and appetices of our own 
ſpirit; ic muſt dye to all theſe creatures, and like- 
wiſe to its ſelf ; juſt as the body to be made perfect, 
and to pertake the true life of itnmortality and bliſs, 
muſt neceſſarily dye firſt; ſo likewite moſt our 
ſouls, if we will have them arrive to petfeftion, 
confifting ih this union. with God , to l-ad a holy 
and Divine life, Whith alone can truly be called 


_. . | $2 1 
To this purpoſe he writ thus tb his Diredtot # 
| T fee clearly, that the only way to a Divine Union, is 
to be perfectly drvefted of every thing that is not God , 
ahd dead to onr ſelves , and every creature : O that I 
well mnderftood the importance. of this nakedneſs and 
death | and what is it that binder the binds of this 
Celeſtial Ive and wion with bis Divine majeſtie , and 
that Sovereign Beauty , but a certdin ſhew of , and 
light adherence to ſome creature ? and ſhall tve ſuff.r that 
# thing ſo ſmall, and ſo unworthy , ſhould poſſeſs in the 
roots of God , and that Holy Spirit , which is an all- 
eonſueming fire of Iove, invironing us oh all ſides , ſhould 
not have the power to work, upon us the ſame effe&, which 
this elementary fire worketh upon wood ? Why ſhould not 
T & vicious and diſcontented creature , in the midit of theſe 
my wretched plenitudes , acquire happineſs in the poſſeſſion 
God, which T may do by bis grace, in ſeparating my 
elf gently from the creature, by a ſingle and affeftionate #pplin 
tation, to the Creator Þ +g 


head —_ 
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To another perſon he wri, thus: 
hen $. Paul ſaith, You are dead, and your life is 
hid with God in Chriſt Jeſus: He Izyeth death & the 
neceſſary foun1ation of a Chriſtian, whereby to remove from 
him all affeftion and inclination to the creature: Ar we ſee; | 
that a dead man bath no more any motion or fuſe of any thing ; 
for though we are frequently ſenſible of the rebellious motions 
ed nature, yet they only ſpring ta be and 
ftifled in their birth. To this purpoſe the Apoſtle ſets our 
Saviour for our pattern ;, of whom he ſaid in the former 
part, Exinanivi: ſeiplum ; He emptied himſelf. F 
you 45k, bw long, and to what degree, I anſwer, even from 
the infant of bia conception, to bis death : Bebold this is out 
Rule, our Patern, and our general Rendezvouz from all ſides. 
. And to a third: 
*If we underſtood truly, haw the real cveng 
Cour (cles of all, renderd-us-capable' of union wi 
© God, we would inceſſantly beg this grace, offering 
© oreat violence to our ſelves, to arrive at this ſtare 
© of Death and Abnegation, to which every Chriſti 
© an muſt endeavour , that aims ar union with' + 
" © God, and aſcends to perfc&ion. I received ſome 
« years ſince, great illumination upon this veriry, 
* giving me to underſtand, that the treaſure hidden 
©*:1n the field, mentioned in the Goſpel, is no.other 
*but this eſtate of Death and Annihilation, taking, 
* away from us our {elves , to give us to God , 
* emptying us of all creatures, to «be repleniſhed 
© with the Creator, the Fountain of all good. Our 
© Saviour tells us there, that he that found it, went 
© and fold all to buy it: If we underſtood the true' 
©value of this precious treaſure, we would we 
* part With our liberty, with all We arc , and 
*we haye, to purchaſc it, | 
Redly, 
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'*R8 Really, this ſhould work in us great confuſion, that 
© ſuch precious things,and ſuch forcible morives, oblig- 


© ingusrotend to this Abnegation, wearrive at it ſoſlows 


© ly, and moſt men fo ſeldom. Ohow few truly auni- 


© hilated perſonsare to be found ! few that do not live ac+ 


* cording tothe cortupred life of the old man,producing 
© tions accot ingly, when ever occaſions of hon= 
t = 
* our, or ptofir, or pleaſure are preſented : Few thar at- 
tain to loſe and renounce themſelves in {uch points 
© as tend totheir perfeftion : Let us therefore employ 
© all our forces to atrive at this happy eſtate: . 
. O the ſpirits that are thus dead, what an admirable 
life do they live! and hetcby become rare inſtruments 
in the hands of God ; capable to att great matters 
' tending to his glory : Thefe are intimately united to 
him,wholly transformed and annihilated in God ; and 
by this gainful loſs, and happy annihilation, arrivear 
the height of perfection, they enjoy a ſertled Peace, a 
pure and ſolid contentment incomparably ſurpaſſing 
all ſenſual pleaſuzes. Theſe ate fo far advanced above 
all carthly grcatnels, above that Idol Honour; which 
the world {o much admircth, that thefe are become 
| their contempt and ſcorn,: They make no difference 
= berwixt chic porps of Empcrours and Spiders-webs g 
value Diamonds and Precious Stones, equal with 
tonumon Pibblesz rhey neither rake health for happi- 
- neſs; nor ſicknels for milcry z they think that poverty 
ſhould not be retyped a misfortune, nor poor men be 
deemed miſerabl&; they weigh not Bearirude in fil- 
yer ſcales, nor mealure it by the Ell of Pleaſure; but 
+ tepure thar all theſe things do much reſemble running 
waters; Which in their courſe waſh the roots of trecs 
and plants as they paſs, bur make no ſtay with any of 
"them, flowing continually cowards the end and place 
#ppointed them, = Y xz Of 


Y 
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——.. to. 


"Of theſe illuſtrious dead men, and moſt divinely 


annhilated ſouls, the Angel ſpeaks in rhe 7 mn; 6-9 
rom e- 


Write, bliſſcd are they that dye in the Lord ff, 
forward , for they reſt from therr labours. And indeed 
this verity ſhould be writ in Letters of Gold, in Cha- 
raters of Saphyrs and Rubies. Blefled are the dead 
who dycthus to themſelves, and to all created things 
to live only to their Redeemer + The Holy Ghoſt 
bath faid it, and aſſured them, that ar the inſtant of 
this precious death, they -fnd reſt from all their la- 
bours, becauſe their tormer pains and troubles of ſpirit 
now have an end, fcr that they have now rooted 
cur the cauies of them, and dricd tp the foumain, 
which accordirg to S. James, are our luſts and concu« 
pilcences. 

' Monſicur de Renty had arrived to this picch, as 


' may be ſeen in what we have mentioned, deſerving 


to be pur in the liſt of thoſe truly happy, I mean, 
thoſe happy ones of the ſtate of grace, and poſleſſors 
as of the Paradiſe of this litc. 


CHAP. 


TT a 
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CHAP. X. 


Of his C orporal death. 


Mit: de Renty having now finiſhed his 
myſtical death, muſt now allo look for to 
enter into the way of Glory, to receive that re- 
compence of the reward which God had prepared : 
for him in the Heavens, neceſſarily dye the death - 
of the body , and fo he did, 'tis this day that I 
writ this, rwo years ago, Which fell out in that 
manner as I now relate. 

On the 11th. of April, 1649- he found himſelf 
very ill and having concealed his ſickneſs for five 
days, was conſtrained, immediately after a journey 
he had taken about ſome aft of Charity, to keep 
his bed; where he indured great pains all over hig 
body, with which, his ſpirit likewiſe was ſo much 
affeQed, that he profeſſed his fancy to be ſo much 
diſturbed with abſurd and raving imaginations , 
that if God's grace had not aihſted him , to un- 
derſtand the ground of them, and preſerved him 
under them, he ſhould have ſpoken more extra- 
vagancies than” any mad man : that, there was 
much therefore in ſuch an evil, to deſert an hum- 
ble him; but it was the duty of a finner to 
honour God in all conditions in which he ſhould 


ppt himp 


Y3 Durig 
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During theſe great pains and torments, both of bo- 
dy and mind, and during the whole courſe of his fick- 
neſs, his ordinary employment conliſted in affeCti- 
onate elevations of his mind to God, in thoughts 
and words of bleſling, praiſc, and ſubmitfion to what- 
foever was laid upon [r=y of — and perfect 
obedience to all that attended, and had the care of 
him, with ſuch an humble ayd contented ſpirit, that 
he thought all well done, though, ſomerinhes it was 
otherwilc. | 
He expreſt a wonderful patience, which cyecr gave 
a check ro any complaint; ſtill ſaying, that he ſuffer- 
ed nothing, although his pains were A; 
d when his keeper z which was a Siſter of the Ho 
ical of Charity, with whom he had viſited ſo many 
our and fick folks, did importune him to declare 
is grief, O Siſter (laid he ) how doth the love of 
wipe away all pain> The ſcryants of God ſuffer 
nothing, Another Fiend demanding of him, if his 
pain-was not great } He anſwered, No. The 
replied, That he thought it was. Jes true, ſaith he, 
that am much clogged with my dileaſe; but I feel 
It nor, þecaule] do not think of it. Being urged by 
. their fiſter to rake ſome (weer things, he refuſed, ſay- 
ing; Theſe conduce little either for life or death, 
and are not at all ncedfull © : 8g 
' Yerhe refuſed npt Phyſick, though it was yery 
bitter, which he took with a chearfull countenance, 
nd ſwallowed it with great difficulty, withour leay-. 
ng anv. The day before his death one rold him of 
an excellent medicine, which had done great Cures, 
Heanſwer'd,Patience is a ſoyeraign remedy, intimate+ 
ing his unwillingneſs to try ir, yer when ig was 
prought, he cook ig without any relutancy, or once 
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asking what it was, evidencing his myſtical death to 
any thing that concerned him. 

His licknels encreaſing , and afflifting him very 

- fore, yer he never call'd for any thing to refreſh or re- 

lieve kim : and when they had forced clean ſheers up- 

on his bed, and a pillow, which he had formerly rc- 
filed with great confuſion and humillity , he faid,Lo, 
| here lies = mr ans at hiseaſe, | 

Feeling ſome natural affeftion of joy ariſe in him, 
upcn the ſight of a perion of his acquaintance, with 
whom he had held a {trit correſpondence in fpiricual 
matters, who came our of the Com of purpole 
to viſit him; he ſtraightway ſuppreſt ir , repeat- 
ing theſe words rhree times. over, with great fer- 
vour, I defire nothing more but Go1; which dcemonſira- 
wer his pertc dilengagement from all created 
things. 

He commended to this parties care the miſhons 
( entreating him to labour earneſtly in that bulineſs, 
as an employment by which God was much gloriti- 
ed, and rhe moſt profirable to the Church of any he 
knew ) in theſe words : 


Promiſe me Sir, that you will take pains thercin, an1 promote 
them with all poſſible deligecnce : O Sir, it is @ ſervice well 
plrafing to God 


Refl:fing upon the poor ( for whom he had al- 
ways a moſt render care ) he ſaid to his Lady; 


I recommen4 the poor to you, will wt you have 8 great care 
of them ? you will perform it better thi]: Fear nothing, what 
you give t3 them, will not leſſen the r:jt. 


Ws Moſt 
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Moſt part of the firſt week , and fore time 
alſo of the ſecond, that he Jay ſick, were ſpent 
by him in works of .,mercy, appoititing -ſeveral 
Alms, and giving ordex for Letters to be wrir into 
ſeveral Provinces about buſineſs of Charity ; with 
which he ſtood charged, and whereof he gave an 
exaCt account, "ef ” Rs 4 

Many perſons of qualiry came to viſir him , 
whom - he received with much civiliry z bur 
not .Without ſome trouble , by reaſon chat moſt 
of rhoſe viſits drew on” diſcourſe of world} 
things and complements, of which he comy lained, 
faying, | | | 

They come hither to talk their Philoſophy, of which I bave 
no weed. ; tha 
And another time his expreſſion was : 

A Chriſtian ſhoul4 talk little. | 

A Lady of grear worth and piety, coming to viſtt 
him; faid, Sir , I would with all my heart lay 
down my life to ſave yours. To whom he yeplyed 
with a 'cheartul look , and his eyes lifted up > 
Heaven; © 
To dyeis not to be bt, on» ernverſation and union will 
hereafter be mare near and intimate. | 
* Bur, Sir, faid ſhe, if God would reſtore your 
health, and contingye you longer with us, do not you 
defire it2 St. Martin deſired to live upon theſe terms, 
He anſwered with much confufon : _ TW 
' 0 Malam there i4 m1 compariſon betwixt a Saint and 4 
{nner,, the will of God be done. | | ! 
' The third day of his ſickneſs, he defircd that his 
Ghoſtly Father might be ſent for :» Whereupon they 
fook out ro demand of him, if he found himſelf 
fruch wor h He anſwered, Ce OT TE " 


| ny 


- 4 
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3, OS ot ae conſequence , and where 
memory and judgment were ſo ſubjed to decay, it were 
[foo ber fr feof» fp! and the '# wen mer 

ing to do that, which be bad ſo often adviſed others unto, is 
he day atter he made his confeſkon, and then 
called for his Reliquary, that he might enter more 
Fe day here be onde again, and ales oeey 
e day after, he n y) 
da ll i death . OY | 
Che Paſtor of his Pariſh came to give him the 
Communion z and obſerving him after receiving, in 
a great ſilence, not ſpeaking one word , but 
with profound humilicy 2 ſaying, 
God , wy God , pardon me , Tam a great faume 
asked him the reaſon, why he ſpake © little, 
and did not apply himſelf to thoſe thar ſtood by, 
and were well pleaſed to hear him. ==» 
' It is not fitting, faith he, to ſpeak, in the preſence of the 
Word Incarnate, which I have received, nor take up v4 
_ I which ought not ta be filled, only wit 


Bur he added beſides 
That bis ſpirit was then applied to that joy, which a crea- 


yy | 
ture ought to have, to ſee it elf upon the þ ; of being re-united 


to Hs firſt Principle, and t0 its laſt end. 
* The ſame day aker dinner, coz told him it wis fie 
to uſe ſome diferſion from his ſerious th the 


Phyſiriang judging his diſcaſe to have m me- 
kncholly ys To whom I I neyer had 
any joy comparable to that I ha e felt this da "He 
ask'd him, upon what cauſe > To think, faith he, that 
I am going to be united with my God y repeating the 
yet ce Apptis, Opt cls" hy CHs 
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F defire to be diſſolved, and be with Chrift ; and thoſe alſo 
of : beloved: Dilciple, The Pornghl the Bride ſay, 
Come z, and let him that heareth ſay, Come z and be that 
thirfteth let bin come © behald I come quickly, Amen. Come 
ws : Yet reſigning himſelf as well for Life as 

unto the Will of God. 
One day about Noon, he deſired that his Cham- 
7 might be {ct open, that he might be- 
hold the brighencls ofthe day : which being done, he 


* Q) bright day of Erernicy ! how this Sun-ſhine 
F chears me,helping mera @a that day, which 

F ſhall never haye night. | 
| The more his Sickneſs and pain encrealed, the more 
he ſtrove to unite himſelf ro God by Prayer, imira- 
ting his Heavenly Maſter, who in the Range of his 
ny prayed the more carneſtly : And when the 
> of his diſcafſe opprefied him more, and he 
ck rnteg greater ſtraining to think upon God, hg 

Fryea out: 
Conrage, Conrage, Eternity is at band. 

With Ry ol like ſpeeches , uttered with 
7 le fervour , bur which coyld not be di- 


at laſt, ſtopping. his ſpeech. all on a ſudden, 
Ad hives Hat 5 


CES 
wok off his cap, and holding it in his 
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ſhe, ardency of this ſpirit , as the weakneſs of - his 
Y3 
" T atore you, 1 adore Yor. 

The Curate having admiyiftred ro him Extream 
Union ar the time appointed ; which he received 
wal Fen deyorion, anſwering rocach prayer , and 
attending to What he aid, and ting them 2 

ood-while after. He acked him, it he would give 
is Hieſing to bis Children. He anſwered. 

* How ſo, good Sir, ſhallI perfume to give a blefs 
f fling in your preſence 2 I ſhould be happy to receive 
© one from you. 

Bur being urged thereunto, and told that. the 
age allowed that laudable cuſtom, he lifted his 

hands and A up to heaven, ſaymng, 

fl ty G gyei = ou, and may it pleaſe him 
* to ble: Ty erve = by his grace, from 
* rhe ma lignicy oy te world, © you may have no 

* part therein ; And aboye Yo Children, that y 
©may live in the fear and love of God, and Field 
* due obedicnce to your Mother. 

On Saturday, which was the day of his Death, 
about half an our paſt Ten in the DC | 
new] oc 6 ohh out of a violent fit of a Conyulkie 
which had like to have carried him away, | 
attentively on thoſe hog'n were preſepr, he made {i 
with his hands, head, and eyes, with a t coun. 
tenance, for a Perſon of Quality, his intimate. 
friend, ro come near him ; which being done, * 
{pake tbus to him : 

Sir, I bave one word to ſay to you before T dye (then. 
paving a little, ro recover his he 

to him, bur in words that could ore 


RiaQtly Pers. ar at length” rang BY Opec. 
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and freaking more arricularly and plainly, he pro- 
perfetion of Chriſtian life, is to be united wnto 

God, in the Tauh of the Church : We onght not to. en- 
gangþe our ſelves in novelties ; let us alore bis condutt 
guer ur, and continu: faithful to him unto the end ; let 
ms adhere to that one God , crucified for our Salvation ; ; 
bet us unite all our @ftions , and all that ir in us , to his 
merits, boping my if we continue faithful to him, by. bis 
, we ſhall be partakers of the glory of bs Father. T hope 
hk ed there ſee one quother one & which ſhall never þg.e 


The party ready to reply, and give him thanks, 
Monſieur Renty ſtopped his mouth, ying, 


Mdiev, this is all T have to ſay to you, Pray for me 


Some time after this and a little before his death 
Hong his eyes ſedfaſtly upon Heaven, as if he 
cred ſomething ediaary, ; he faid, 


The Hily Infant Feſur, where is be ? 
'* Thereupgn they brop ht him his Piture, which he 
7 tly z atd asking for his Crucifix, took it 


deyou 
n his hands, and kiſſed it moſt affeftionately. Then, 


us Ia hich hcld nor above a quarter of an 
- Thad be Get nol el a Bec 
Holy Name making as well as he c 
atts of Ange —— his ſpiric to, 
Cod; by which he expired feetly, and his holy 
ſoul, as we have good cauſe to belicye, departed to 


its c of ref | 
6 place of rel Than 


> 
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Thus lived and dycd Morificur de Renty , one 
of the moſt glorious lights that God bath- b& 
ſtowed upon his Church in this Age , and one 
of the greateſt ornaments of true deyotion 'that 
hath appeared this long time. He dicd at- Parr, 
the 27 year of his Age, the 24 of April, 1 
about Noon, near the time of our Saviours ele« 
vation on the Croſs, of which a certain perſon 
baving a particular knowledge in his prayers, 


apphed the merits of this n to him at the in- 
ſtant of his death; in ſuch ſort, thar this appli« 


cation , togerher with his own at of relignaton 
and annihilation which he had made, and wick 
Which he both honoured and embraced the 

are JRuy believed , ro have perfcaly 

his ſoul, and pur ir into a condition of entring'into 
1s beatirude and enjoyment of God at the inſtane 
of its diffolution. 

There are reports of ſeyeral Revelations and 
Viſions concerning his ſtate of glory, and how ar 
the inſtant of his death, a Globe ot light was ſeen 
aſcending from Earth to Heaven. Certain mi- 
raculous , Cures are alſo. related ro be done by 
his interceſhons and ſpiritual relief , ſupcrnaturat- 
ly afforded to ſeveral devout perſons by  ad- 
monitions z Which things will not ſeem incredible, 
when we confuder his holy lite, and heroick yer- 


taes , rendring him one of the miracles of our” 


Age : Yer fince I have not the like affurance of 
theſe , as of What I have already writen ," at 
that true Sanity and Chriſtian perfe&tion confiſts not 


in ſuch things, which are not at all imitable , I ſhall 


not inhſt vpon them, | 
$ only 


e 
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only add by way of Conclution , That we 
reaſon to admire the 1ecrer counſels of 
in taking out of the world a man fo uletul g 
being in his full ſtrength, and flower of his 
Age, and in ſuch an eminent degree of credit, re- 
ion ; aod capacity , might wonderfully have 
advanced the honour of God ; and good of his 
when I ſay it was the hand of God, all things 
are therein concluded : And hereby he is pleaſed 
to let us know, that he hath no need of us for the 
adyancing of his glory, and the execution of his 
| 3 Which he can bring abour without us and 
when he is plcaled.ro make ule of us his inſtruments 
therein, weare eo behave our elves with great humilis 
ty in his preſence: He hath tranſlated him to ano- 
ther place; whetc he glorifies his Majeſtic with 
-greater pertcCtion; to a place and ſtate, that truly 
es the name of glory, and that not only in con- 
jeration of what the Saints receive, but of what 
they render to the King of glory. Moreover, we 
miay affirm, that theſe holy men, great pillars of the 
Church, and comforts of the faichfal, are frequent- 
ly caken away before their time, asa juſt puniſhmenr 
upon" for the litrle uſe and benefic we make of 
their converſation and. example. : 

And truly when firſt I heard the news of his ſick- 
nels, and the danger, that he was in, I could nor 
but make this tefleftion, that conſidering ſo ſolid 
and complete a verue', norwichſtanding that great 
need the world had of him, and the exceeding great 
pod he might ſtill have done in it, it was very 

ely he might dye, as being a fruit ripe for Hea- 
yen eyen as fruit in its maturity is ready to be 

Watt: } gathered; 
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gathered "and rakes bury by being plucked r00 
con or too late. Thus d :1 God 
- op mh = Wage Ne Brace» eek 


on of his vertues, as a man perfect ind comple 
<0 place him in Heayen, there to AY 


reward; where he waits for us, to ador 
lorifie, and love _ with _ ally per- 
F-Qion God the the Son, and _— 
to whom be Honour , * Praiſe, Bencdiftion 
all ſorts of Adoration and Seryice , now and for 
ever. Amen; 


4 
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How we onght to read the Lives of 
Saints; 


——- O contlude this wotk, and rendet it more 

| uſctnl to the Reader, I think it will noe 

| be amils to afford him fome inftructions 

how to read the lives of Saints, and 

Hiftorics of perſons eminent in yertue 4 to re 
end, that that fruit may be reaped by thern, for 
Which they 'were compiled: Theſe eminent fouls 
then, are two be confidered 10 ſeveral ways : 
A AS they have telation ro God. 2. As to our 


ves. | 

For the firſt, as they telate ro God; it is terrain, 
thar theſe, Saints, and Perſons; famous for Piery., 
 afe the greateſt Maſter-Pieces , the ticheſt Orn-- 
ments, the moſt ptecious Jewels, the choiceft Works, 
.and the | oe Fmuqreny of Gods Glory , th:c 
'ate tipoti *Edfth; Fat harp txieaneſt righteous ur” 


The C oncluſon. 


is incomparably more noble and honourable , 
than all ſinners pur together ( ſince theſe are the 
very {layes of the Devil, and encmics of * God , 
even the greateſt Kings and Monarchy of the Uni- 
verle ( accofding ro the eſtimate the truth it 
makes of them ) ignoble and infamous , whereas 
the other is a tervati, friend, and child of God 
( whoſe ſervice is perfect = yp © bow much 
morc honoutable ahd glorious arc tbe Saints, and 
the Perſons of ſuch heroick Vertue betauſe they 
polſlels Aon juſtice _—— wo a - high de- 
gree, 4 greater abundance and graces, 
partake —  — the perfetions of God , ate 
more tively Images of him, and cnjoy a nearer 
alliance and reſemblance with our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, and are his richeſt conqueſts, and his choiceſt 
workmanſhip. 

Tertallian conlidering Fob , in the thickeſt of his 
bad w_ poſting from all ters, in the height 
of his aMiCtions, and moſt fenſible pains, free from all 
unpatience and  murmuring , not oppoling the 
lealt word, or repining ought againſt Gods fa- 
cred connſels, but contmually blefiing God for all; 
and looking upon him fallen from the height of 

n his ill; where he oy II 
ot all, bur {oars ;and jcabs, ſpread from the crown 
of his head, to the ſole of his foot, enduring all 
this cxtremity with invincible 'patience, he breaks 
. forth into this capteſſnn, Qzale in Hl wire feretrum || 
Deus de Diabolo extruxit | qaale vexilum de inimico glorie 
ſme cxtrdlit , - cum 'ille' hom ad omnem acerbiim nuncinun 
nibil ex ore promeret niſi. Deo. gratias | What a Trophic 
hath God erefted to his own honour, in: the perior 
of Job, by his patience y, able to _— = 


bY 
oc 
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Devil! what a Banner hath he ſer up, what a 
Vittory- hath he obtained by him ; cver that cne- 
my of his glory / 

Theſe words and cohifiderations are applicable 
ro all his Saints, of whom we may ſay; that they 
We the great pm_ of his honour, and bytheir 
Faich, Hope, Charity, Patience, Fortitude, Humili- 
Y, Obedience, Chaſtiry, and other Vertues, like 

many - hog Trampers ; do make the 
Earth echo with his praiſes 

We ought thercfore to have a high eſteem of 
all the Saints and perſons of ſignal Vertue, we ate 
obliged to a particular veneration of them, ptaiſing, 
and loving; and OG and our Saviour 
Chrift in them , and fot them ; for undoubtedly ; 
Mirabilis in Santis, Dew, as David ſaith 5 God is molt 
admirable , and ro be praiſcd , loved and feared 
m his Saints. We ought ro admire his powcr 
in their miracles, the might of his grace if1 theif 
heroick aQions; we ought ro hope in his mercy, 
6n the conſideration of thoſe happy changes ke 
wroughr in them ; and to fear his juſtice, when we 
con{ider thoſe ſevere chaſtiſements, which he in- 
fifted upon their ſmalleſt fauks ; and love hisounty 
and goodneſs, in thoſe demonſtrations of his mer ty 
and benigniry which he hath ſhewed to them. 
Where ir is to be obſeryed, that as we ate nor to 
credit lightly all that is ſaid of written of their 


- Viſions, Revelations and extraordinary Jraces and 


favours which God. hath beſtowed. on his Sainis 
when not Ko bj kw and authorized by the jud+y- 
ment of hi Church, becauſe herein a man may 
eafily be dettived; and the Devil; much craſticr 
than Wes knowing our m_—_ and ambitious nauvrcy 

Z a;t 
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apt 'to be taken with ſublime novelties, can- diſguiſe' 
hunſel in ſevcral ſhapes, and be rransormed; as {aith 
S. Paul, into an Angel of light. Sv neicher on 
- the other ſide, ought we tobe roo incredulous or raſh 

ro condemn z ſince is is certain, that there, ever 
have been, and ever Will be true miracles ; nor is . 
it juſt for us ro meaſure the power and” goodnels 
of God, by our reaſon, nor limit his bounty ty the 
narrowncls of our hcarts. | 

Since- the greater myſteries of the [rrarnation, 
and of che H. tuchariſt, cogerher with what Go:hath 
wrought 'in the beginning, and continues Working 
eycry day tor man ( whereot we can raile no doubt y 
there is nothing that can ſeem incredibl= in the 
graces and fayours of God communicated ro & 
{oul, {ince nothing herein can be pazalell'd with the 
former.  Qur Saviour teltitics greater loyc to weak 
man, giving himlelf to him morc miraculouſly, and 
in a more tranſendent manner in one Communion, 
than he ever manitcſ{ted ro all bis Saints, in thoſe 
extrordinary Commuicatious of his gr.c.sand fas 
vc urs to them. 

Morcover , what bounty , what compaſlion and 
renderneſs did he excrcile rowards men, whilſt he 
lived amongſt them ! -Whar did he not for then, 
in his Lite; what did he: not ſuffer for them at his 
Death, attcr his gi'orious ReſurreQton, when he was 
. in a condition {o far above -rhem? what tamiliarity 

and intimacy did he ſkew to his Diiciples, viſiting 
them frequently, diiguited in ſeveral ſhapes, appear- 
ing viltbly to them), appointing ſ:veral mectings wich 
them, raking lovingly with them, ſuffering them 
ro touch him, and eating With them: Theſc' familia- 
fitics are yery wonderful; and withal- yery certain; 
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we may truly” affirm, that the love of God to man- 
kind , and: parcicularly ro pure and innocent fouls, is 
unconcelveable ,. Cam ſplicivbus fermocinatio - cus ; 
His Secret is. With the rightcons. e {ce how Fa- 
ters, though n-ver {o grave and ancient, delight 
themſelves in their Children , even often to play 
w:th them ; inforuchk, that that renowned- great 
Captain and. King of Spartz, Ageſilans , {urprized 
by a friend, riding upon a ſtick wich his lictle Son, 
and obſcrving him aſtoniſhed at rhe aQtion; asked, 
Whether he had any Children : Who anſwered, 
No. Then faid 4gelaw, wonder not at What I 
do; you mult | be a Father, to be capable of theſe 
tendernelſes, and ro come tro theſe forgertings of 
your {clt. 

We muſt not therefore think it ſtrange, if G34 
(who is truly a Father to mankind , and 1o tar 
tranſcends in- paternal aff:Rion all others, that in 
compariſon of him , they delerve not the name 
of Faters) hath'(uch render bowels, and amorcus 
aft:fions to the Saints who arc his deareſts.Chil- 
dren ; which he expreſſed ofren with unconcicy- 
able intimacies and carciles, that wholo will 'judge 
of the reality of them, muſt firſt be poſſefled with 
the {ame love, that God bears in his erernal boſom, 
ſome glimple whereot we may conceive , hy con- 
ſidering the embraces, and kiſſes and welcomes that 
paſſed betwixt the Prodigal Son and his Father in 
the Golpel, Lake 15. 20. 

Here therefore, according to the obſervation of 
the Ancients, Ne gui4 nimis; let theres be nothing | 
done too much, let there be neirher roo much facili- 
ry, nor to much difficulty to believe: what is ſaid 
of the graces done-by God to Holy ſouls : But ler 
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us balance. our ſelves equally berween the one and 
the ocher, weighing and examining things in the | 
ſcales of Divine Prudence, not of Haman Realon. 
And thus much for che ficit conliderarion, as they re- 
late to God. : 

Concerning the ſecond, as they relate to us, Saint , | 
Gregory the Great, Fath an exccllent Note, Homil. 34- 
in Evang. Where he ſaich, That God hath not lighted 
more Torches in the Heavens, ro guicc and gircct 
our on Earth, than he hath ſct us here below, | 
ro condut and ſhew us the way ro him. Arnonglt' 
theſe, the Saints are undoubted)y the moſt conſiders 
ble, ſince there is not one among(t them, whole 
Life is nor a bright ſhining light unto us, to diſcover 
the .paths we arc to walk in ; and like tirat famous 
Watrch-Tower Pharzs in Al xandria, Which by its 
fires and light, ſerycd to guide the Marriners in the 
Night, how lately to ſteer their Courle. 

The Saints ſaith Gregory N:ſſ:n, ſer forth their 
Livesto men, who dirc& their courle towards God 
like a bright Lamp, ro condutt them ſccurely. And 

by {peaking of $. Ephrem. | e calls hiny 
In vita $. Ephrem. a great Luminarv, who had more | 
The CT One” enlightned the World by his Lite I 
= 8m" 4 oy Cams than the Sun by his beams ; and 
Prefat. in fol: * a lite zfrer faith, That God had 

fixed him as a ſtately living Pillar 
( like the Meyewries of the Anciengs, placed in Croſs- 
ways to dirc&t Paſſengers) ro declare ro men, the 
High-way to SanQtity and PerfeRion. St. Gregory 
the Great, advileth us, moreover, to conſider, how 
that as God rhe Cp:ator by an admirable Provi- 
dence, a moſt beautiful Occonomy, and profound 


W iſdom, hath ſo ordered the coprie and ſeaſons of 
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Scars, that. every one kceps his time of rifing and 
ſerting one after another, to enlighten che darkneſs 
of the Night, and ca(t rheir influences upon us - So in 
like manner he hath ſent and diſpoſed the Sai 
like ſo many Stars, to give us Light in the Darkneſs 
of this Life. Accordingly ( faith he ) he hath ap- 
oe Abel to rilc, to reach us Innocence: Enach, 

uriry of Intention in Qur Ations; Noah, to for- 
tie us with Courage, in cxpeCting our long delayed 
hopes ; Abrabam, to {:t before us a model of an he- 
roick obedicnce; and ſo cf the reſt. Ecce quane ful- 
gentes ſtel.as ( as that holy Pope gocs on ) in clo ceeni- 
anus, ut iniffenſo pee operas iter notre noftis ambulemus x 
Behold what bright Stars beſpangle che ftirmament of 
the Church, 10 guide our tcer ſafely in the Night 
of our journey. 

And admirable are the examples they have lefe 
us, and the influences of Vertuc that theſe mylteri- 
ous ſtars have convey2d to us, Fit in iis (laith S. 
Amnzuſtine”) Cotineatia uſu e ; tenuiſimen vicium, panis 
& aue, nm qutidianes ſolum, {'d etiam- per plures 
dies perpetuata jejunia, Caſt tas uſq; ad conjugii proliſy g 
cot mptum ; patientia uſy ; a1 cruzes flammaſq ; neglecias , 
liberaltzs wſq ; a1 patrinrania diltributa pawperibus ; deniq ; 
totius mun1i aſpernatio uſ1 ; a1 d.ſi lrrium mortis I heir 
temperance was cxtended even to the moſt flen- 
der dict of bread and water, and to faſt, no: of 
a ſingle day only, untill che cvening, bur conmunued 
tor divers days rogether. Chaſtity, even to the con- 
tempt of Marriage and Progeny. Patience, ro the 
- Aighting of Gibbers and Flames. Liberalitv , ro 
rhe diſtributing of their whole Patrimonics ro the pr or. 
In fine, contempr of che whole world, cycn to the de- 


ſizing of death. 
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And all this to inſtruc us, what we ougiu to do, 
Santtorum Vit (as fairh S. Ambroſe cap, 1- de $8, Jo- 
ſepb ) cateris norms vivendi eſt 5 The lite of Saints isour 
rule, to order our lives after them. | 

Since then God hath given theſc for a rule ro guide 
our Lives after ; and for Beacons to direct us in our 
_ failing rowards Heaven, let us mark-thern anentively, 
and tollow their ſteps in our journey thither. 

\ To Which undoubtedly we are obliged, becaule 
z0d demands and expecis it from us; and allo, we 
ſhall find ir moſt protuable, in that this attentive obs . 
ſerving whar they did, is moſt likely to make the 
x rags impreſſion upon our ſpirits Whereupou 
S. Anthony ( as AthanaFus reports of him, in <us vita) re- 
commending carneſily ro his Religious, the Lives of 
Saints, to faſhion themſelves to their model. And 
S. Ba(il writes in his hr{t Epiltle, that as young Pain- 
ters, 10 make themſelves skiltul, look otren upon the 
Pieces of curious and cxcelieur Maſters, ſpending 
whole hours and days in the eopying of fuck Works ; 
So they that would draw the Picture of Vertuc in 
r'1cir Souls co the hte, nauit dilig:ntly heed theſe molt 
excellent Originals, by which they thall in time be- 
come, in {ore mealure like unto them. > He adds 
moreover, That as heat and light ſtream naturally 
trom the Firc, and {weer {cents exhale zrom pertumes; 
in Ike manner ſacred Knowledge arilcth from the 
ations ef Sainzs and the ſweet odour of their ver- - 
rucs; pertume ſuch as are mych conycrſanr in them. 
* And as ir is not potlible, that he that continues 
long in the Sun, ſhould not receive fome heat and 
light from it ; and, hc that makes fome ſtay in the 
Perfumer's Shop, amongſt Musk and Ambergreele, 
ould nor ſacl} ar all rhercof ; neither cap on as 
2th | os SC VC 
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Vertyes , remain Withour ſome - amendmett 
ſavour of Holineſs. wee 21/2 5.3: emit ables 

Thoſe two renowned Courtiers, of the Emperoun, 
which S. Awftin mentions in his Confellions 4b. 2. 

. 6. were {o. wrought on by reading the. life 
of $. Amthony, that they pre ently took up. a reſoluti- 
an to quit the world, aud all other thoughts, fave. 
of their own {alvation ; Legere cepit unus corum, ( theſe. 
are his own words ) &* mirari, & accendi, &: inter legend- 
um, meditari, arr. pere talem vitam, & relitia militia ſecu- 
lari, ſervire tibi ;, legebat & mytabatur intus, & exuebatur 
mundi mens ejus * One of them began to read the life., and. 
41 be reaa, to agnire, and bis beart . burning within, him, 
conceived a reſolugion to jmitate jt, to throw off his ſworg, . and 
tbe: Emp:rourg Service, to become a ſervant of God : Thus 
whilſt he read he found his heart changed, and bis ſoul to 
diſentangle berſclf from the affc1ons of the world, to put off 
zbe old man, to be cjoathed with the new. 
And of himſelf he affirms, that the examples of 
theſe Holy ſervants of God, were like hot coals caſt 
into the boſom of his ſoul, heating, and warming, 
3nd ſerring him all in a flame. 

$. Calumban oweth his converſion to the reading 
and the'confidering of the life of Mary of Egypt, our 
Founder $. Ignatizs his, to the liyes of ſeveral Saints 
with innumerable others : S. Exzendus Abbot of 
Clau1e, read continually the lives of S. Anthony, and 
$. Martin, and baving them conſtantly , before his 
eycs, and more Within his. heart, faſhioneq his own 
after them.,'- Bonaventure , of S. Francis, that Ex re- 
eprdatione 'Sandorum omnium, tanquam lapidum ignitorum 
In deiicum recaleſcebat incend;zem's When he found, his 
heag Wag. cold inthe Joye of God, he Farmney 
$i | and 


againſt us at 's faigaw if we fail herein , and 
ges 

much more truly {ay of them, than Senees ſaid of that 

great Philoſopher of his times, that he was given 

to that Age, Ne aut exemplum deefſet ſends ſuo, aut 

convicium : for the inſtruftion or the reproach of 

thoſe rimes. 

For rhe Saints were like us, and we are like them, 
Men made of 'the fame Maſs, Children of the ſame 
Pather, Servants of the fame God ; we have the 
ame Commandments, the ſame Sacraments, the ſame 

, the ſame Heaven before us. Efias ( faith 
$. ames ) was a man = yo to like Infirmities : The 
Saints had fleſh and bloud, as we have ; fſubje& to 
like pafſions, like weakneſſes, ſenſtble of the ſame 
difficulties as we -in reſiſting their apperitzs, van- 

iſhing their Vicious Inclinations, praiſing cf 
Verme 2 yet notwithſtanding, through the grace of 
God ( which is never wanting to any ) with good 
Courage and Reſolution, broke through their Diſh- 
culries,atchieved heroick Aftions.though never ſo con- 
tocheir own inclinations. We muſt think (faith 
8. Ambrſe upon this ſubje&t, 1. de Joſeph. e. 1.) that the 
Saints Now nature preflantioris fmerunt, ſel obſervantie ma- 
joris, nec vita neſcjverunt, ſed emen1larnnt ; had not a more 
excellent nature than we, bur a more exatt care over 
it; were not exempted from the rempration of Vi ices, 
but circumſpetto corre& and gyaid them : Thereſpre 
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we muſt imitate them, becauſe we are able, and if 
we neglect it, ſhall be held pay wy 

S. Axſtine relates, that when he firſt began to con- 
{ider of a conyerſion, he fell into mighty torments, 
and un{peakable anguiſh, eſpecially upon the thoughts 
of quittirg thoſe delights which had bewirched him, 
and of living in Continence ; and hereupon, Thet 
Vertxe preſented herſelf before-him, with a countenance full of 
Mayfty and Sweetn;ſt, and inviting bim with a pleaſant 
Lok, to draw near, opening ber Friendly Arms to embrace 
ſim, which were filed with a number of perſons, whaſe 
Example was ſiffficient to encourage and fortifie him : Here 
were young Men and Maidens, Men and Women of all A 
. vigorous OI People, and Maids grown aucient in Vertue : Then 
Chaſtity with a little diſdainful ſmile ; yet ſuch a one as 
was proper to encourage bim ; ſaid, Tu non poteris cnod 
iſti & iſtzx? an vero iſti & iſtz in ſemer ipſis poſſunt, 
ac non in domino Deo ſuo > Canft not thou do what thoſe 
of bath Sexes have performed ? or can any of theſe perform this 
of themſeIves ? or rather by the Lord their God ? 

We may therefore do according to our degree and 
ſtation, what the Saints | go in theirs, wherein 
if we tail, we ſhall be found guilty, and their deeds 
will condemn us, Inftaxres ( faith Job to this purpoſe, 
according to S. Gregories interpretation ) teſtes tas con- 
tra me, & multiplicas iram tuam adverſum me ; * Thou 
*rroduceſt thy witneſſes againſt me, which are thy 
* Saints, becauſe I negintted bp imitate their -yerrues 
* and increaſeſt chine Anger round about me. And 
in another place, Reſpicict homines & dicet, p:ceavies vere 
dliqui z the ſinner beholdeth men, that is, the Saints, 
weak men like himſelf, who yet conquered their In- 
fhrmities, and went beyond themſeives ; and con- 
ſxering rheir Vidtories, acculerh himſel, laying, 
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have done amils, I have ſinned, and I] condeman my. 
own Lite, 4o lazy, imperfe, and vicious. | 

e it 1s, that $S. Je, and the Wiſeman tes 
fore him, rei] us, That the Saints ſhall judge fin- 
ners, and condemn at tae laſt day; becauie they. 
ſhall. chen make ir appcar, that if wich them, they 
had correiponded to that grace which was given 
them, and done their parts as they ſhould , they 
ſhould have been partakers wich them in the ſame 
blis, and therefore their diſtruftion is wholly from 
themſelves. 

When we ſhill all ſtand before that great Tri- 
bunal , to receive our final doom ( (aich Proſper ) 
whar. ſhall we do, or what will we anſwer 2 which 
way can. We turn us 4 to the Saints, thoſe friends. 
of God, whoſe inſtrutions we have refuſed, and 
Whoſe lives we have not imi-ated? ſhall we excuſe 
our. {elves by the. corruprion of our nature, and 
frailky, and infirmiry of our. fleſh : Sed excuſationi 
reclamabunt omnium $ancjorum exemple, qui cum fragulitate 
"carns, in carne viventes , cnod fecernnt utique fieri pſſe 
dormernnt ; m2*Xine (ua nec ipſt peecato, ſna virtute, fed 
damini miſerantis auxilo, reftiterunt : Bur the cxamplcs 
of the Saings will confure us, and render thoſe ex- 
cuſcs fruitlels ; who labouring under the ſame in- 
. hrmitics, and conquering them, demonſtrated 'that 
whar 'they did, we might have done, ſecing nei- 
ther did - they {uch things by their own ſtrength, 
bur .through that aſkſtance > 6 reccived from rhe 
goodneſs of a merciful God : what then ſhall we 
anſwer-for our felyes- if our Saviour ſhall fay unto 
us, windoubtedly he will, $7 potrifts, quare non reftitiſtis 
defideriis pecoatorum ? fi non potuiſti#, cuare meum contra 
peccatums non gqueſiſtis gurilium ? aut Vidnerati quaye. 
panitendo 
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penitendo non adbibuiſtis vulneri. veſtro remeduem ? it you 
were able to refiſt fin, why was it nordone? -if you 
were not able, why did you not leek help from mez 
it you were wounded in the combat, why did ye 
* not apply a remedy ro your wound by true repen- 
tance? to Which not having any thing to an{wer 
( ith the ame Father ) he will pronounce againſt 
us the {ſentence of Condemnation, and fend us into 
everlaſting Torments. | 

Let us therefore in the name of God, ſecure our 
ſelves from thisdanger ; let us not flatter our ſelves, b 
ſaying, thele things are high and inoſlible, unti 
we have firſt tryed ſome ot them ler us up and be 
doing, every one of us according toour condition and 
mealure of gracc, imitating theſe Saints and great 
Servants of, God; and in particular this, whoſe Hiſto- 
ry we have here related, who in the flower of his 
AgE, and of ſo noble delcent and birth, tempted 
with all the advantages the World could afford, in 
a ſecular and married condition, having lived fo 
Holy and Vertuous a Lite, hath traced our to all 
forrs of Pcople, moſt excellent Patterns of Vertne 
for their imitation ; and likewiſe hath afforded a fir 
fubjcct, it rhey do,neglect ir, for their juſt reproach. 
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